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They call her a young country, but they lie: She is the last of lands, the emptiest, A woman beyond her change of life, a breast Still tender but within the womb is dry. Without songs, architecture, history: The emotions and superstitions of younger lands, Her rivers of water drown among inland sands, The river of her immense stupidity Floods her monotonous tribes from Cairns to Perth. In them at last the ultimate men arrive Whose boast is not: ‘we live’ but ‘we survive’, A type who will inhabit the dying earth. — A D Hope, Australia
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Preface



Preface This book presents the genealogies, one after the other, of my paternal grandfather Ernest Skyvington [1891-1985] and of his wife Kathleen Pickering [1889-1964]. The two subjects are handled quite differently, because my objectives have not been the same, and the nature and depth of the respective bodies of genealogical data differ considerably. In the case of my grandfather, I have been concerned primarily by individuals named Skyvington, Skivington, Skevington or Skeffington (which would appear to be equivalent spellings of my surname). The existence of this rather unusual name has made it possible to investigate various genealogical and historical avenues in a quite systematic fashion. While our own Skyvington line can only be traced back precisely over a small number of generations before reaching a proverbial brick wall around the start of the 18th century, I have attempted—speculatively at times—to append these well-documented recent generations to a much vaster tale, that of families who spread out from the Norman settlement of Skeffington in Leicestershire. One might imagine that I could have handled my grandmother's Pickering background in a similar fashion to that of the Skyvingtons. After all, there is a Norman castle in the Yorkshire town of Pickering, and there have been numerous distinguished individuals with that name. But I have not attempted to approach the subject in this way, because the two contexts are by no means symmetrical. Unlike the Skeffington story, I have never found records of any kind of ancient patriarchal family named Pickering. So, in the case of my grandmother, I have simply worked backwards, describing ancestors, either paternal or maternal, about whom I happened to have found a few facts. Generally, if I succeeded in finding information about such-and-such an ancestor of my grandmother, this was because that particular individual happened to be relatively interesting for one reason or another. Consequently, the way in which I have presented my grandmother's genealogy gives the impression that all her ancestors were exceptional people! But this is an illusion brought about by the obvious fact that her more ordinary ancestors did not always leave sufficient traces (even in the form of parish records) enabling me to evoke them. This is particularly true in the case of her ancestors named Pickering, who disappear from the archives as soon as we move back to the middle of the 18th century.



v
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The domain of my maternal genealogy, described in my book titled A Little Bit of Irish, included the transported Tipperary convict Patrick Hickey [1782-1858], the enterprising ship’s steward and gentleman farmer Charles Walker [1807-1860], and Irish folk named O’Keefe, Dixon, Kennedy and Cranston who were no doubt fleeing the impoverished state of their homeland in the middle of the 19th century. In other words, they were abandoning the Old World rather than consciously seeking a new place to survive. The title of the present monograph, They Sought the Last of Lands, is meant to reflect my impression that descendants of the individuals whom I present here were probably never forced—by poverty or other constraints—to move to the Antipodes. They surely immigrated to Australia in an adventurous pioneering spirit, because they were seeking greener pastures, and they imagined that they would find them in the New World. In referring to the El Dorado of my paternal ancestors as “the last of lands”, I have borrowed an expression, somewhat facetiously, from the great Australian poet A D Hope.



v The first part of my book, chapters 1 to 4, deals with my grandfather's genealogy. He was born and brought up in London, but the history of the paternal family, who generally wrote their surname as Skivington, was located essentially in Dorset. This aspect of my family history is presented in great detail, and should interest various Dorset Skivington descendants who are scattered throughout the world today. Further back in time, one can imagine speculative trails that would surely lead back to the Norman settlement of Skeffington in Leicestershire. There are strong reasons to believe that the relevant trails, as far as my personal ancestors are concerned, would have passed through Bedfordshire, where members of the family often wrote their surname as Skevington. In the present book, I merely describe these speculations and summarize the research paths that might throw light upon these questions. For a broader treatment of these questions, interested readers should consult my in-depth genealogical monograph entitled Skeffington One-Name Study.



v The second part of my book, chapters 5 to 7, deals with my grandmother's genealogy. I touch upon ancestral families named Pickering, Harris, Latton and Wadham. Finally, I present a line back to King John [1167-1087] and William the Conqueror [1024-1087]. Gamone, Choranche 12 October 2013
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A young man from England



1 A young man from England My paternal grandfather Ernest Skyvington was born in London in 1891. At that time, Queen Victoria had been on the British throne for over half a century. On the other side of the globe, in New South Wales, a draft constitution was being drawn up for an entity that the statesman Henry Parkes was starting to refer to as the Commonwealth of Australia. Ernest’s father William, born in the county of Devon, had come to London to work as a salesman. A fortnight after his twenty-first birthday, William Skyvington married a Middlesex girl named Eliza Mepham, almost four years his senior, who earned her living as a dressmaker’s assistant. When Ernest came into the world, his mother was twenty-six years old and his father was employed as a warehouseman by a merchant of leather goods. Eliza died of tuberculosis of the lungs and heart disease at the age of thirty-four, leaving her eight-year-old son to be cared for by her widowed mother Martha (née Watson), who lived in the North London suburb of Hornsey in the company of her unmarried daughters Louisa and Agnes Mepham. Ernest attended the Stroud Green school for boys in Hornsey, where his “best subjects”—as my grandfather told me in a letter—were arithmetic and soccer. His father then found him a trade apprenticeship. But, by the time he was seventeen, Ernest had decided to leave London for Australia. This adventure was made possible by the fact that his late mother had a brother named William Mepham who was settled in Sydney. This uncle, slightly younger than Ernest’s father, had obtained his master’s certificate in the British merchant navy in 1900 and had found himself a job in 1908 with the Union Steamship Company as a captain of their vessels plying between Sydney, Tasmania and New Zealand. William Mepham had married an Australian girl named Gertrude Driscoll whose father was a grazier out in Gulgong. It was relatively easy for William Mepham to arrange for his nephew to travel out to Australia on a ship called the Marathon, operated by the Aberdeen Line and captained by a friend named Burns.
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Voyage to Australia In November 1908, Ernest arrived at London’s East End docks in a horse-drawn fourwheeler cab that transported all his worldly possessions: a large cabin trunk full of clothing and books.



Item 1-1: SS Marathon, the vessel that brought my grandfather to Australia.



The SS Marathon was berthed there: an elegant vessel with a pair of masts, a bowsprit like that of a clipper, and a single funnel exuding a trickle of black smoke. She was due to leave London the following day. Ernest was not particularly upset by the idea of setting out for the Antipodes. He assured his aunts who had come to bid him farewell that he would only stay out in Australia for the time it would take him to accumulate a little wealth: a decade, say, at the very most. The next morning, a doctor responsible for examining passengers leaving London found that Ernest was skinny but sufficiently healthy for the voyage. The young man was so excited about his departure for the other side of the planet that he worried little about the state of his health. The SS Marathon—quite a rapid vessel for that epoch—reached Sydney six weeks later. Ernest set foot in Sydney on Christmas Day 1908, and William Mepham and his wife Gertrude Driscoll were waiting on the wharf to welcome the young man to his new land.



Historical boxing combat The Mephams lived at Rushcutters Bay, which was the site of Australia’s best-known boxing stadium. The fighters Tommy Burns and Jack Johnson were to meet here on 26 December 1908 for the world heavyweight title. That Saturday morning, Ernest woke up on Australian soil for the first time in his life, and it so happened that he was strolling around in sunny Rushcutters Bay at the moment that Burns and Johnson arrived at the 14
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stadium, but the young man from London did not have enough money in his pocket to pay for a seat at such an event. On that summer afternoon in Sydney, boxing enthusiasts would witness a match that had been unthinkable in the Northern Hemisphere. A black Texan, Jack Johnson, whose parents were former African slaves, would finally seize the world heavyweight championship from a white Canadian, Tommy Burns.



Item 1-2: Overflowing stadium at Rushcutters Bay, Boxing Day 1908.



Item 1-3: Jack Johnson [1878-1946] and Tommy Burns [1881-1955].



Much has been said about this match, most of which can still be seen today on video. It was not the referee, but rather the Sydney police who intervened in the 14th round to halt this one-sided combat, which looked as if it might culminate in a fatal issue. Before stepping in between the boxers, the police ordered the news filming to be stopped. Today, historians consider that the Sydney police had orders to do everything in their power to prevent the creation of sporting archives containing images of a black man hammering a white boxer to death. 15
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Here's a photo of unidentified people, with Ernest in the middle, taken in Sydney shortly after his arrival. They are probably people from the merchant shipping world.



Item 1-4: Ernest in Sydney. Gertrude Driscoll, wife of William Mepham, is standing at the back.



Ernest in a felt hat, and wearing his mother's wedding ring, was quite a dandy.



Item 1-5: Enlarge image of Ernest. 16
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The youths have an English look, but the tropical vegetation is strictly Down Under.



Item 1-6: Not exactly Aussie outfits!



Into the outback In the course of his voyages between various Australian and New Zealand ports, William Mepham was accustomed to inviting certain distinguished passengers to dine with him at the captain’s table. In this way, he met up with prosperous pastoralists who owned vast properties in the Australian outback. They moved around in a quest for excellent breeding stock, which they would purchase and bring back to Australia. Through long conversations with such pastoralists, William Mepham had apparently imagined the idea of retiring from the merchant navy and becoming a land-owner in the Australian bush, but he never made this project a reality. Meanwhile, William Mepham had transmitted this passion to his 17-year-old nephew Ernest Skyvington, who dreamed of moving into the bush, learning to ride a horse, and earning his living as a jackaroo (apprentice station hand), looking after herds of beef cattle and sheep. Soon after reaching Sydney, Ernest got aboard a train bound for an outback region of New South Wales, up near the Queensland border. In his pocket, he had the address of one of his uncle’s pastoralist contacts, who had agreed to employ the London lad as a novice
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stockman. Alas, when Ernest got off the train at the end of the line, he was alarmed to discover that his cabin trunk had disappeared. All his material links with his motherland and adolescent milieu had suddenly evaporated... and they would never, I believe (as an observer of my grandfather’s reactions whenever I questioned him about his childhood in London), be totally regenerated. Left with nothing more than the clothes he was standing in, Ernest still faced a lengthy and uncomfortable coach journey to take him to his destination: Angledool Station, just south of the Queensland border. Item 1-7: Smith’s mail coach, Angledool, 1906.



In a letter to me dated 17 February 1980, my grandfather described this tiring journey “by train and horse-drawn coach into the backblocks of rural Australia”. After deploring the loss of his trunk “holding such valuables as prize books”, he mentioned a trivial anecdote, which I visualize with amusement: “After a couple of days and nights, I was no doubt in an exhausted condition, as I recall valiantly holding on to an elderly lady of greater weight than me to save her from unexpectedly leaving the swaying coach during the night.” Ernest worked as a jackaroo at Angledool Station for three years: that is, up until the start of 1912, when he was about to turn 21.



Bicycle odyssey In his letter to me dated 12 January 1980, my grandfather said: “I did about three years at that job and then, with my uncle’s consent, I bought a bike and, in company with two brothers, sons of a sheep farmer, we pedaled with our swags strapped on, out west, and followed the western river system into Queensland. We sought work and where not available, it was then the custom to get a tucker handout, enabling us to live off the land with the aid of a 22 rifle and fishing lines. From that experience I gained much enjoyment, valuable knowledge, together with health and strength, as I had to keep up with the others who were a bit older and heavier... not that they would have thought of letting me down. From it all, I was later able to enter ballots for selections that used to attract some 300 per ballot, and I was never successful.” At first sight, my grandfather’s description of this bicycle exploit struck me as fanciful, since I found it hard to believe that three fellows on bicycles could transport enough stuff to truly “live off the land”, and occasionally “enter ballots for selections”. But I agree that this global adventure, outlined by my grandfather, probably took place, at least for a limited time, and in a limited geographic zone... Today, I am incapable of describing Ernest Skyvington’s exact itinerary between his departure from Angledool Station and the epoch of World War I. I know that certain significant events took place during that period, but I cannot always say when and where. 18
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So, instead of attempting vainly to establish some kind of plausible chronology, I shall simply set down the facts to the extent that I understand them. Although the above extract from a letter suggests that my grandfather and his two mates headed for Queensland as soon as he left Angledool, we must imagine that, at some time in 1912 or 1913, he was working on a property in New South Wales in the vicinity of Breeza, enabling him to encounter the woman who would become his wife in January 1917, Kathleen Pickering. In a letter dated 15 September 1981, my grandfather answered a question on the location of the place where he was employed at the time of that encounter: “The property was a few miles from the Pickering farm...” There is a family legend about the first encounter between our future grandparents having taken place on the railway station platform at Breeza. Did Ernest meet Kate Pickering’s father at that time? This is possible. I have seen trivial descriptions of William Pickering (quoted much later by hearsay) that may have emanated from my grandfather. My father’s sister Yvonne believes that Ernest and his mates actually rode their bicycles, at one time or another, as far south as Forbes.



Jackaroo turns to shopkeeping By the middle of 1913, Ernest was working as a shopkeeper up in Queensland, to the west of Emerald. My grandfather mentioned this activity in his letter of 12 January 1980: “Left to my own resources and its limited capital, and no selection acquisition, I had to turn to business ventures, namely stock, station and forwarding agency, general store with butchery attached…" When my grandfather speaks of being left to his own resources, he was alluding to the absence of his uncle William Mepham. If I understand correctly, with the threat of war on the horizon, William had returned to the English shipping world. As I mentioned earlier on, the expression “selection acquisition” refers to an aspect of the Australian system for the allocation of rural properties, which involved ballots. Among documents left by Ernest Skyvington, his daughter Yvonne found a railway ticket dated 14 July 1913 for a return journey between two neighboring localities to the west of Emerald: Benlidi and Blackall. Since Ernest’s principal customers were workers building a railway line to the west, it is possible that his shop was in fact a makeshift structure on the siding at Benlidi.



Item 1-8: Train ticket to beyond the black stump. 19
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Wikipedia informs us that Blackall is also the home of the original Black Stump, which marked the original Astro Station established in 1887. Places west of this point were said to be "beyond the black stump".



Item 1-9: Alleged home of the fair dinkum black stump.



In the "last of lands", Ernest had literally set up shop at the last train stop.



Item 1-10: Ernest (white hat) outside his store. 20
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Item 1-11: Ernest (mustache) behind his splendid cash register.



This excellent photo (without mustache) probably dates from that same epoch:



Item 1-12: Ernest in storeman's overalls. 21
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War years The United Kingdom declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914, and that date can be considered as the start of Australia’s participation in World War I. These days, many Australians of my generation and younger are surprised to learn that, throughout World War I, military conscription never existed in Australia. In other words, the 60,000 Australians who died at Gallipoli (in today’s Turkey) and on the Western Front (France) were all enlisted as volunteers in the AIF (Australian Imperial Force). My aunt Yvonne once asked her father to talk about his activities during the war years. Ernest had apparently contracted a bout of typhoid fever towards the end of his cycling adventure, and his fragile state of health prevented him from enlisting in the AIF. I too brought up this subject in letters to my grandfather, who replied on 6 April 1980: "[…] that leads me to deal with your query about my feelings at the opening of World War I. At that time, I made contact with a schoolmate at the furthest west terminus of a railway line in Queensland. This fellow was a member of a team of drovers who had delivered a large mob of cattle from the Northern Territory to the nearest point at which they could be railed to the coast. And, as I was one of a very few around, he recognized me sufficiently to inquire who I was, and came over and introduced himself. As he had no ties and a rail ticket to accompany the cattle, and for which he would collect wages, away he went. And the next time I met him was likewise by acccident when we had breakfast together at the Steyne Hotel, Manly, several years after the war. After the cattle trip and spending his earnings from it, he volunteered, whilst I remained out west connected with a project that was government-sponsored as important to the war effort. So, there was no pressure on me to leave, rather the reverse, plus that my financial resources were at stake, as I had no one to look after my interests." Initially, Ernest’s customers had been building a railway line for purely civilian reasons, as it was designed to enable outback Queensland pastoralists to convey their wool and livestock to the coast. According to my grandfather’s explanations, the railroad project had become (in the second half of 1914, no doubt) an element of the war effort.



Ernest's chance encounter in Manly I must jump forward in time, parenthetically, to provide a few additional explanations concerning the chance encounter at the Steyne Hotel, mentioned in my grandfather's letter of 6 April 1980. My father's sister Yvonne1 knows exactly what happened, and when. When my grandfather spoke of an encounter "several years after the war", he was no doubt a couple of decades short of the truth. It was during the 1970s (well after the death of my



My aunt Yvonne Tarrant—who turned 93 on 1 May 2012, at about the time I was writing these words—has been present during the creation of They Sought the Last of Lands through my constant contacts with her daughter Glenn McMurrich. Together, they have enabled me to remain as close as possible to the facts. And they have provided me, above all, with most of the photographic documents. 1
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grandmother Kate Pickering in 1964) that my grandfather happened to be visiting Sydney and staying at the ugly orange-brick Steyne Hotel on the Manly beachfront.



Item 1-13: Steyne Hotel, Manly (NSW).



Apparently, my grandfather went down to the dining room for breakfast. A man of his own age approached my grandfather, and asked whether he might share his breakfast table. We must imagine that hotel staff had not yet cleaned up other tables in the breakfast area. In any case, that chance polite request was amazing. My grandfather and the other fellow realized in an instant that they had been schoolmates back in England, at Stroud Green [see item 2-16]. And it was this fellow (whose name I have never learned) who gave my grandfather a couple of precious photos: see items 2-14 and 2-15. This amazing encounter is shrouded in a certain mystery. Let us refer to the unnamed old friend at the Steyne Hotel in the 1970s as X. Maybe we should imagine that X was Ernest's mate in item 2-15. This mate was present, no doubt, somewhere, in the group photo of item 2-14. In any case, it is plausible (indeed likely) that X was the same "schoolmate at the furthest west terminus of a railway line in Queensland" whom my grandfather had already encountered at the outbreak of World War I.



Marriage Ernest Skyvington and Kathleen Pickering seem to have known each other for four or five years before getting married. And much if not all of their courtship must have been conducted at a distance, by correspondence. Finally, Ernest took time off from his business 23



Chapter 1



activities in the vicinity of Blackall to travel down to North Sydney where he met up with his fiancée, who was working as the desk clerk in a guest-house in tiny Beulah Street, Kirribilli... which could well be one of the buildings seen in this recent photo:



Item 1-14: Beulah Street, Kirribilli.



Ernest and Kathleen were married at the Anglican Church of St John the Baptist in North Sydney on 3 January 1917. The witnesses were the bride’s sister Gertude Pickering and their brother-in-law Leonard Moore (husband of Lilian Pickering). Curiously, Ernest apparently indicated his father’s given name as Henry (instead of William) and his mother’s given name as Elizabeth (instead of Eliza). The marriage certificate also indicates explicitly that Ernest’s father was deceased.



Item 1-15: Anglican Church of St John the Baptist, Kirribilli.



Birth of children Straight after the ceremony, the newlyweds traveled back up north to the place in outback Queensland where Ernest had his store. At some time during the months that followed, the couple left this locality and settled in Mount Larcom: a township near the coast, due east of Blackall, not far from the port of Gladstone. Was this maybe the coastal terminus of the same railway line that was being built out near Blackall? Ernest transferred his business activities to this new location. My father, King Mepham Skyvington, was born at the Hillcrest Hospital in nearby Rockhampton on 16 October 1917. A daughter, Yvonne Elizabeth Skyvington, was born at the same place on 1 May 1919.
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Move to Sydney In the context of his business activities associated with the stores in Queensland, Ernest Skyvington would have normally been required to handle his bookkeeping. But I have the impression that these accounting operations soon became a passion. In the following extract from his letter of 12 January 1980, my grandfather explains that his outback business activities had "[…] led me into contact with a remittance man from England, an alcoholic accountant who had been sent out to Australia by his people in England. He interested me in accountancy, in which I added a year of full-time study in Sydney." The unlikely mentor in the Queensland outback is described as a “remittance man”: that is, a fellow who was banished by his wealthy family in Britain—no doubt because his drinking troubled them—by putting him on a ship to the Antipodes and then sending him a regular “remittance” (money) so that he would remain there forever, out of their sight. To move to New South Wales with their two children, the Skyvingtons went by train to Brisbane, and then got aboard a coastal vessel for the voyage down to Sydney Harbour. In Sydney, they lived in Forest Lodge, near Glebe. During that year in the city, Ernest’s wife suffered from a grave attack of empyema (a severe lung infection), and had to undergo a thoractotomy at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital. During Kathleen’s illness, her sister Florence looked after the children. Meanwhile, Ernest succeeded brilliantly in his accountancy exams.



Move to Grafton In the following extract from the above-mentioned letter of 12 January 1980, my grandfather evokes Grafton: ”During that year in Sydney, I met an Englishman who was forging ahead in the motor industry. Among his interests was chairman of City Garage Grafton, beside a branch of his business in all capital cities. Ultimately, I invested in the City Garage and became its secretary-director...” My aunt Yvonne informs me that the Englishman who spoke to Ernest Skyvington about an automobile business in Grafton was Charles Bennett, whose Sydney bicycle factory, Bennett and Wood, had created the Speedwell brand. The Skyvingtons moved to Grafton in late 1920 or early 1921. At that time, Charles Bennett’s company was known as the City Motor Garage and Engineering Company. When Ernest Skyvington took control of the company, his principal collaborators were Arthur Frewin, Charles Shaw, Lester Henkel and Eva Kearns. Since Ernie and Kit (as they were called by their friends) were both accustomed to the Australian bush, and since they were now motorized, the family got into the habit of moving around on excursions into various rural regions.
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Item 1-16: Bill and Yvonne in a stream at Blandford, near Murrurrundi, circa 1922.



Item 1-17: My grandmother and the children at Blandford.



The above photographs were taken on a rural property belonging to family friends at a place called Blandford, not far from Kathleen Pickering's birthplace, Murrurrundi (see chapter 5 of this document). Here's a modern photo of the beautiful Blandford landscape: 26
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Item 1-18: Pages River at Blandford, NSW.



Today, when I hear of this place in rural Australia named Blandford, I am struck by a trivial but weird coincidence of which not even my grandfather would have been aware. Readers will see in a moment, in chapter 3 of the present document, that Blandford in Dorset was the ancestral home of the Skivingtons.
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Villiers Street in Grafton In Grafton, the Skyvingtons lived in a spacious house in Villiers Street (which was a residence I knew well, as a child). In the following photo, Ernie and Kit are visiting friends named John Unwin and Norah Hayes.



Item 1-19: Left to right: Kit, Ernie, John Unwin and Norah Hayes. Yvonne and Bill.
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Photos of the Skyvingtons often included an automobile, because motor vehicles played a central role in the preoccupations of my grandfather.



Item 1-20: Rural excursion.



Item 1-21: Rural excursion.
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Behind their home in Villiers Street, my grandparents had a tennis court, and tennis afternoons were a central element in their social lives.



Item 1-22: Tennis club.



City Motor Garage In 1925, Ernest's automobile company became a Ford dealership and operated from then on under a shortened name: the City Motor Garage.



Item 1-23: Prince Street façade of the premises of the City Motor Garage in Grafton. 30
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In 1950, Ernest Skyvington received a jubilee award from Ford.



Item 1-24: Ford jubilee award. The man in the background is the mayor of Grafton, Bill Weiley.



Item 1-25: City Motor Garage team in the early '50s. My father is standing at the right.



I shall end the presentation of Ernest Skyvington's adult existence at this point, and move back (in the next chapter) to his boyhood in London. As for the childhood of Kathleen Pickering, it will be presented later on in this document, in chapter 5. 31
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2 Skyvington London My grandfather Ernest William Skyvington was born in London on 19 March 1891, the only son of William Henry Jones Skyvington and Eliza Jane Mepham. William Henry Jones SKYVINGTON b 5 Dec 1868 Torre Newton Ferrers (Devonshire)



Eliza Jane MEPHAM b 10 Jan 1865 Dalston, Hackney (Middlesex) d 21 Oct 1899 Islington (London)



m 22 Dec 1889 Parish Church, Gray’s Inn Road, Holborn (London) Ernest William SKYVINGTON b 19 Mar 1891 Islington d 26 Jan 1985 Burleigh Heads (Queensland) Item 2-1: My grandfather’s family in London.



In this chapter, I shall examine his childhood, in the context of his mother’s family in the northern London suburb of Islington.
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London childhood Here is a copy of Ernest Skyvington’s birth certificate:



Item 2-2: My grandfather’s birth certificate.



The birthplace of my future grandfather was 65 Evershot Road, just to the west of Finsbury Park. I took this photo of the façade of the house in 2007. As far as I know, the street numbering has not changed over the last century, so this is almost certainly the house in which Ernest Skyvington was born. Evershot Road lies two blocks to the south of Stroud Green Road, and runs parallel to that road. It is located north-west of the Finsbury Park tube station. Ernest’s birth certificate indicates that his father was a warehouseman for a leather goods merchant. The 1891 census, carried out when the baby was a fortnight old, describes the father as a fancy goods salesman.



Item 2-3: House in Evershot Road in which Ernest Skyvington was born.
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This studio photo shows Ernest Skyvington with his parents.



Item 2-4: Ernest Skyvington with his parents.
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Death of Eliza Mepham Tragedy struck the Skyvington family on 21 October 1899 when 34-year-old Eliza Jane Mepham succumbed to phthisis, which is an archaic term for tuberculosis. On her death certificate (see next page), she is described as a dressmaker’s assistant, whereas her husband is described as a commercial traveler.



Item 2-5: Eliza Jane Mepham.



The death certificate indicates that she had been afflicted with this contagious bacillus for four years. She suffered too from a valvular disease of the heart and nepthritis (kidney inflammation), which were no doubt an outcome of her tuberculosis. At the time of her death, Eliza was in a state of syncope (unconsciousness).



Item 2-6: Death certificate of Eliza Jane Mepham.
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The house in which Eliza Jane Mepham died, at 16 Marriott Road, was located just a block away from the above-mentioned address of Evershot Road. Maybe it was some kind of private clinic in which tuberculosis patients could be isolated.



Item 2-7: House in Marriott Road in which Eliza Jane Mepham died.
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Child without parents After the death of his mother (and maybe even before that event), Ernest Skyvington lived in the Mepham home at 42 Mount Pleasant Road, Hornsey, not far away from the house in Evershot Road where he was born. Today, this street is called Mount Pleasant Crescent. (I intend to include a present-day photo of the house as soon as possible.) Curiously, from that date on, we seem to hear no more of Ernest’s father. I say “seem to hear no more” because there is indeed a disturbing mention of a certain 26-year-old William Skyvington, condemned at the Old Bailey in 1898 for fraud, and sentenced to six months’ prison (probably at the notorious Newgate Prison in London).



Item 2-8: Old Bailey 1898.



For a while, I imagined that the condemned frauder could be my great-grandfather. There is however a three-year discrepancy in age, since William Henry Jones Skyvington would have been 29 in October 1898, and I find it hard to believe that the legal authorities would have made such an error. Besides, the absence of my ancestor’s additional given names dissuades me from thinking that he was the frauder in question. So, I am exploring other possible identities for the condemned individual. In the archives, I have found no trace whatsoever of the death of William Skyvington. In a letter to me (dated 12 January 1980), my grandfather said that his father “did not survive World War I”. Does this mean that he served as a soldier, and was slain? In another letter (dated 17 February 1980), my grandfather reveals that he had in fact been in brief mail contact with his father: “Correspondence with father over the years was mostly as irregular as yours and mine because we lacked mutual interests to keep us together. He thought London as you think Paris, whilst I could only think rural Australia, without prospect beyond that...”
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Mepham household in Hornsey William MEPHAM engineer



Thomas WATSON gardener



James MEPHAM b ~1833 Lambeth (Surrey) d q1 1885 Edmonton (Middlesex)



Martha WATSON b ~1837 Highgate (Middlesex) d q3 1915 Edmonton



m 21 Sep 1858 St Botolph, Bishopsgate, East London 1



2



Louisa Martha MEPHAM b q3 1861 Islington (Middlesex) d q1 1948 Wood Green (Middlesex)



3



4



James Watson MEPHAM b q4 1869 Hackney d q3 1870 Edmonton



Eliza Jane MEPHAM b 10 Jan 1865 Dalston, Hackney (Middlesex) d 21 Oct 1899 Islington



5



6



Agnes Bertha MEPHAM b q1 1874 Hornsey d q1 1938 Islington



William Edward MEPHAM b q4 1872 Hornsey (Middlesex)



Edith Gertrude MEPHAM b q3 1875 Hornsey d q2 1890 Edmonton



Item 2-9: Mepham family.



When Ernest moved into the Mepham house at 42 Mount Pleasant Road, three women were there to look after him: his aunts Louisa (a dressmaker) and Agnes (a bookkeeper) and their mother Martha. The son William was living elsewhere, and working in the merchant navy. The father, the son James and the youngest daughter Edith had died before Ernest’s birth. Item 2-10: Martha Mepham, née Watson.



During the nine years between the death of Ernest’s mother (October 1899) and his departure for Australia (November 1908), Louisa Mepham became his foster mother. Then she corresponded with Ernest and his wife in Australia. The letters and postcards I have seen suggest that Louisa was a rigid-minded lady of a kind that might be described today as Victorian. For example, in a letter to her nephew dated December 5, 1912, she exclaims: 39
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“What do you think of the Suffragists and pillar boxes? Is it not disgraceful? We are afraid to post letters. They have threatened to destroy all the Xmas mails.”



Item 2-11: Ernest Skyvington’s aunt Louisa Mepham.



These photos were sent to Australia by Louisa Mepham after the war. By that time, she had moved to a house at 56 Mount View Road, on the crest of Mount Pleasant in Hornsey. Already, after the death of her mother Martha Watson in 1915, the family house at Mount Pleasant Road had been sold, and Louisa had moved to a nearby address: 11 Trinder Road. Today, the Trinder Road house has disappeared, whereas those of Mount Pleasant Road and Mount View Road are still intact. The photos on the next page were taken, no doubt, around the turn of the century, when Ernest (seen at the bottom of item 2-13) was about nine years old. The pianist is no doubt either Louisa Mepham or her sister Agnes. I am unable to identify the woman with the mandolina or the violinist. In the foreground of the first photo, we see the leather case of a Brownie camera (introduced by Eastman Kodak in February 1900). It is possible that William Mepham, already working on cargo ships, brought the camera back from the USA, and maybe he was the person who took these snapshots. Admiring these two photos, I am frustrated in a silly way at not being able to enlarge them magically, enabling us to examine closely the framed portraits and landscapes (seascapes), the titles of the books on the shelves, the paintings, the sheet music, the dried flowers, the piano with its curious scallop-shaped woodwork and worn keys, etc.
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Item 2-12: Agnes Mepham (probably) in the sitting room at Mount Pleasant Road.



Item 2-13: Agnes in the middle, and wide-eyed Ernest at the bottom. 41
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Stroud Green school in Woodstock Road My grandfather once told me that he had “attended the Stroud Green Public School, retained a top half position in the 30 odd boy classes, best subjects arithmetic and soccer: happy memories”. In the following class photo, Ernest is the boy without a coat in the third row (from the front), third from the left.



Item 2-14: Ernest Skyvington’s class at Stroud Green school. He is seen here (on the left, once again without a coat) with a school mate. They are both wearing boater hats, knickerbockers and sturdy boots.



Item 2-15: Ernest Skyvington (left) and a school friend. 42
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The school—which I visited in 2007—is bounded by Woodstock Road to the east and Ennis Road to the west, with Perth Road to the north-west.



Item 2-16: School façade viewed from Ennis Road.



The English writer Cecil Rolph Hewitt [1901-1994]—who signed his work as C H Rolph—was a schoolboy at Stroud Green at about the same time as my grandfather, and he has described his experiences in a book entitled London Particulars, Memories of an Edwardian Boyhood. He includes many anecdotes about places that my grandfather would have known well, such as Finsbury Park.



Item 2-17: Adolescent memoir of a schoolboy at Stroud Green.



At one point in a letter to me, my grandfather said that “the best my father could offer in launching me into the world was a trade apprenticeship”. Then in another letter, he added: “An apprenticeship in England was never contemplated for me. I believe that, from the death of my mother, it was understood that I would go to Australia under the auspices of Uncle Bill, and I grew up with romantic ideas of a life connected with horses, cattle and sheep.” My grandfather spent the first seventeen years of his life in London, but I have felt at times that his enthusiasm for Australia ended up blinding him to any imaginable charms of his London birthplace. There was no longer any apparent nostalgia whatsoever. It was almost as if England had totally disappeared from his memory. 43
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Marriage of William Mepham Ernest’s “Uncle Bill” was out in the Antipodes when he married. William Edward MEPHAM b q4 1872 Hornsey (Middlesex)



Gertude Mary DRISCOLL b 1875 Gulgong (NSW)



m 1902 Newcastle (Australia) Item 2-18: Marriage of William Mepham and Gertrude Driscoll.



This photo shows William and Gertrude aboard the S S Desola at Newport News, Virginia (USA), on August 20, 1914:



Item 2-19: William Mepham and Gertrude Driscoll.



They had no children. In my grandfather’s letter dated 12 January 1980, he told me: “At the earliest stage of World War I, Uncle Bill’s knowledge of navigating British ports attracted overseas interest, first to America for convoy work, and from which he did not return.” Would that mean that William Mepham was lost at sea? 44
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Marriage of Agnes Mepham Ernest’s “Aunt Aggie” married John Lavin in 1907, but they had no children. John LAVIN



Agnes Bertha MEPHAM b q1 1874 Hornsey d q1 1938 Islington



m q3 1907 Islington Item 2-20: Marriage of Agnes Mepham with John Lavin.



My grandfather mentioned this man in a letter dated 17 February 1980: “Aunt Louie just managed to survive the war. She refused to leave London, attaching much importance to housekeeping for her only brother-in-law, who was doing what was termed an important office job. He later settled in New Zealand, where I visited him, once with Ma, and once with Len Moore. He has since died.”



Marriage of William Skyvington and Eliza Mepham On 22 December 1889, William Skyvington married Eliza Mepham in London.



Item 2-21: Marriage of William Skyvington and Eliza Mepham. 45
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A month and a half before the mariage, the groom had turned 21 (not 22). As for the bride, a fortnight after the marriage, she would be turning 25. On the marriage certificate, we notice that the groom’s name was indicated as William Henry Jones Skyvington, and his profession was salesman. (In the next chapter, we shall see that the name “Henry” had not in fact appeared on his birth certificate.) The Victorian church where William and Eliza were married, in Gray’s Inn Road, Holborn (now St Pancras), no longer exists.



Item 2-22: Holy Trinity, Gray’s Inn Road, Holborn.



William’s address was 36 Theobald’s Road, which appears to have been the residence of his father and step-mother (since the 1901 census reveals that they were still living at that address). Frank Skyvington was described as a market gardener (which is unexpected if in fact he is residing in the heart of London). Today, Theobald’s Road is a busy thoroughfare to the east of Russell Square Gardens, running along the northern edge of Gray’s Inn Field. The bride’s address was that of the Mepham home in Hornsey: 42 Mount Pleasant Road, Crouch Hill. Two witnesses were mentioned on the marriage record: Louisa Martha Mepham and Agnes Bertha Mepham, who—as we have seen—were sisters of the bride. Towards the end of the present chapter, I shall return to Eliza Mepham, her birth, her parents and her possible ancestry. For the moment, I wish to work back through the recent genealogy of William Skyvington. By “recent”, I mean that I shall go no further back than a single generation, introducing ancestors of whom some were still living in London when my future grandfather left for Australia in 1908. My more ancient paternal genealogy will then be pursued in chapters 5 and 6, where the subject becomes purely historical and relatively complicated.
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Birth of William Jones Skyvington My great-grandfather William Skyvington was born on 5 December 1868 in the village of Newton Ferrers in Devonshire.



Item 2-23: Birth certificate of William Jones Skyvington.



The informant was William’s mother, Mary Ann Bridgman Jones, who indicated that she resided in Yealmpton. William’s father, Frank, was described as a groom. Notice that, in William Skyvington’s birth certificate, the given name Henry, used in later documents, did not appear.
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Item 2-24: Plymouth, Newton Ferrers and Yealmpton.



Newton Ferrers, ten kilometers south-east of Plymouth, lies on the northern side of the estuary of the River Yealm. The term Torre (also spelt Torr), which appeared in the birth certificate, designated the neighborhood of a former hospital for poor children named Torre House, later transformed into a stately home. The following photo of Newton Ferrers was taken in 1890 from the twin village of Noss Mayo, on the southern banks of the Yealm.



Item 2-25: Newton Ferrers in 1890.
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Marriage of Frank Skyvington and Mary Anne Jones



Item 2-26: Marriage of Frank Skyvington and Mary Ann Jones.



In 1868, Frank Skyvington, 23, of Yealmpton (Devon), described as a servant, married 21-year-old Mary Ann Jones in her native village of Stoke Damerel, a western suburb of Plymouth. At that date, Frank’s father was described as a gardener and Mary’s, a farmer.
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Item 2-27: Parish church of Stoke Damerel.



Rightly or wrongly, I imagine the ancient parish church of Stoke Damerel—alongside the city associated with the great 16th-century navigator Francis Drake—as a romantic place for a wedding. When I look at the professions of the groom and his father (servant, gardener), I am inclined to believe that they might have been employed by a local Plymouth lord in his manor... but we are unlikely to ever learn if this were indeed the case. I do not have the bride’s birth certificate. It might correspond to the following reference:



Item 2-28: Possible birth certificate of Mary Anne Jones.
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Tragedy strikes A year after the birth of my great-grandfather William Skyvington, tragedy struck the family of Frank Skyvington. Here are the references of two death certificates (which I have not yet obtained):



Item 2-29: Two Skyvington deaths.



Frank’s young wife—designated here as Marianne, rather than Mary Ann—appears to have died while giving birth to a second son, Frank Albert, who failed to survive. The elder son, two-year-old William Skyvington, was left motherless.
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Remarriage of Frank Skyvington In 1875, in Stoke Damerel, Frank married a Belgian woman, Maria Thérèse Libotte, who was 13 years his senior.



Item 2-30: Second marriage of Frank Skyvington.



Later life of Frank Skyvington We learn from the UK census of 1881 that Frank and Maria (also written as Marie) were residing with 13-year-old William in Chapel Lane, Yealmpton. The UK census of 1891 indicated that Frank and Maria had moved to London, while that of 1901 revealed that Frank Skyvington was a caretaker, residing at 36 Theobalds Road, Holborn. As noted in the previous chapter, this was the address of William Skyvington when he married Eliza Mepham in 1889. At that date, my grandfather Ernest Skyvington was a ten-year-old boy living with his maternal family in nearby Hornsey. Curiously, when I mentioned the name of Frank Skyvington to my grandfather, in 1981, he said he had never heard of this man! Frank Skyvington’s second wife died in Holborn (London) in 1906.



Item 2-31: Death of Marie-Thérèse Libotte.



The widower Frank Skyvington moved back to the West Country. The census of 1911 located him in Plympton St Mary, a suburb of Plymouth. Most references to this place concern the Union Workhouse, but nothing suggests that Frank Skyvington had anything to do with that institution. Finally, he died on 3 May 1916 at the Charlton Nursing Home (which still appears to exist today), after a combat with prostate cancer.
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Item 2-32: Death of Frank Skyvington.



Frank Skyvington left a will. I recall having seen a copy of it in 2005, but I seem to have lost it. I intend to apply for a new copy in London.



Item 2-33: Probate notice for the will of Frank Skyvington. 53
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Summary The following chart summarizes the context of Frank Skyvington: 1



Mary Ann JONES b 1848 Stoke Damerel (Devon) d 1870 Plympton (Devon)



Frank SKYVINGTON b 3 Jan 1845 Iwerne Courtney (Dorset) d 3 May 1916 Plymouth (Devon)



2



Maria Therese LIBOTTE b ~1832 Brussels (Belgium) d q3 1906 Holborn (London)



m 25 Aug 1868 Stoke Damerel



William Jones SKYVINGTON b 5 Dec 1868 Torre Newton Ferrers (Devon)



Frank Albert SKYVINGTON b/d 1870 Plympton



m q2 1875 Stoke Damerel



Item 2-34: Family of Frank Skyvington.



At this point, I shall interrupt my presentation of Skyvington genealogy. This subject will be taken up again in the next two chapters of my monograph... but in a rather different style to the way in which I have been presenting people and places up until now (for the simple reason that we shall be moving into relatively remote spheres, where there are no longer any such items as family photos or BDM records). For the moment, I return to my 19th-century Mepham ancestors in London.
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Birth of Eliza Jane Mepham When Eliza Jane Mepham was born, on 10 January 1865, the family was living at 14 Appleby Road, Dalston, Hackney (Middlesex), in today’s north-east London.



Item 2-35: Birth certificate of Eliza Jane Mepham.



This quiet little street is located just a block away from the vast park named London Fields. If the numbering has not changed since that epoch, then the Mepham house was the navy blue place. Eliza’s father was apparently working in an umbrella warehouse.



Item 2-36: Birthplace of Eliza Mepham. 55
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Marriage of the Mepham parents Let us now start moving backwards in time, to examine my grandfather’s earlier ancestors. Although it is not labeled, I believe that this is a portrait of Ernest’s maternal grandfather James Mepham, since the man’s facial features resemble greatly those of Eliza Jane Mepham (item 2-5). Item 2-37: Portrait of James Mepham (probably).



James Mepham and Martha Watson were married in London on September 21, 1858.



Item 2-38: Marriage certificate of James Mepham and Martha Watson. 56
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The profession of William Mepham, the father of James, is intriguing: engineer. In those days, this probably meant that he worked, in one way or another, with steam engines. At the time of their marriage, the young couple were apparently living together at 3 Long Alley. And they were married in an ancient church (dating from 1725) whose full name is St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate. The parish designated as “without Bishopsgate” was located just outside the former Bishop’s Gate, which was one of the seven great portals in the wall that surrounded London. Long Alley runs diagonally across the center of the following old map, while the street called Bishopsgate is located in the lower righthand corner. The location of the St Botolph parish church (which still stands today) is indicated by the black rectangle above Wormwood Street. Long Alley disappeared in the construction of Liverpool Street train station.



Item 2-39: Old map of the Bishopsgate neighborhood in London.



This is a 19th-century etching of the church, which was linked to the corporation of long-bow manufacturers.



Item 2-40: St Botolph in Bishopsgate Street. 57
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Watson ancestors My grandfather’s aunt Louisa Mepham once sent him a small copy of this engraving:



Item 2-41: Old church of the parish of St Mary in Hornsey.



Today, the tower still stands in its ancient graveyard in Hornsey High Street at the center of the former village. Louisa wrote the following notes on the back of the card:



Item 2-42: Louisa’s comments on the Hornsey churchyard.



Her comments suggest that the Watsons were a local family. Today, it is such a common surname that I have not yet succeeded in identifying any of our ancestors in the crowds of Watson individuals mentioned on the Internet. 58
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Earlier Mepham ancestors The marriage certificate of James Mepham (item 2-38) indicates that he was born around 1833 in the south London district of Lambeth, which was formerly in Surrey. Today, there is in fact a Mepham Street near Waterloo station, but I do not know if this locality is associated in any way with our ancestors. The father of James, William Mepham, was an engineer. In searching for information on these ancestors, I have come upon people who lived down in Sussex, in a town located midway between Royal Tunbridge Wells and Hastings. Richard MEPHAM [1690-1775]



Mary LIGHT [1693-]



Richard MEPHAM [1717-1799] 1



2



Richard MEPHAM [1745-]



3



4



John MEPHAM [1748-]



Ann MEPHAM [1747-1747]



Ann GYLES [1723-1768]



5



6



7



8



Mary MEPHAM [1752-1752]



Thomas MEPHAM [1750-]



James MEPHAM [1762-1763]



Martha MEPHAM [1752-]



Elizabeth MEPHAM [1759-]



William MEPHAM [1756-1805] 1



Rhoda MEPHAM [1798-1867]



9



2



Maria MEPHAM [1799-1861]



Sarah HYLAND [1772-1802] 3



William MEPHAM b 28 Feb 1802 Burwash (Sussex) d Jun 1879 Hastings (Sussex)



Item 2-43: Mepham folk in Sussex.



Could this William Mepham (lower right-hand corner of the chart) be the father of our James? The Sussex environment corresponds to an engineering profession, since Burwash played a significant role in the so-called Wealden iron industry. Research work is required in order to examine this speculation. There is a town in Kent named Meopham, of Saxon origins ("the place of Meapa's people"), which was no doubt the initial settlement of our most ancient English patriarch.
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Celebrated Mepham personage Simon Mepham (also written as Mepeham or Meopham) was the archbishop of Canterbury from 1328 until his death on 12 October 1333 (the same day of the year as my father’s death). His magnificent back marble tomb can be found today in the cathedral.



Item 2-44: Tomb of Simon Mepham.



As a boy, I remember my wonder at seeing a postcard from England evoking the idea that we might have had an ancestor who was an archbishop. Here are Louisa’s comments on the back of the card:



Item 2-45: Comments concerning the archbishop’s tomb.



I, too, imagine that this was one of our ancestors. Today, as I write, Pope Benedict XVI has just returned from an English excursion during which he beatified a contemporary of the London Mephams: John Henry Newman [1801-1890]. My opinion on this matter is that, if it was good enough for Newman to “revert to the Roman Catholic faith”, then it was surely good enough for William and Agnes Mepham. But, be it “from the paternal side” or otherwise, I don't have the impression, today, that I've inherited any of this “RC blood”. 60
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3 Dorset Skivingtons In the previous chapter, I traced the background of my grandfather Ernest Skyvington to the marriage of his grandparents Frank Skyvington [1845-1916] and Mary Ann Jones [1848-1870]. We shall now examine the Dorset genealogy of Frank Skyvington. Shaftesbury



Dorset A350 Child Okeford



Sherborne and Yeovil Okeford Fitzpaine



Shillingstone



Iwerne Courtney or Shroton



A357



A354



Belchalwell



Skivington country



Blandford Forum



Winterborne Houghton



Salisbury



Langton Long



Winterborne Stickland A354



Dorchester and Weymouth



A350 Poole and Bournemouth



Item 3-1: Villages around Blandford Forum associated with Skivington/Skyvington ancestors.
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Earliest known ancestral relative This chapter is based upon the earliest known ancestral relative who bears our surname: George Skivington [1670-1711]. So, I shall start with this man and work down slowly in a chronological direction towards the more recent generations. Here is a summary of the path on which I am about to set out, starting at the top: 11



George SKIVINGTON [1670-1711] — Mary HALLET



10



George SKIVINGTON — Edith ?



9



Charles SKIVINGTON [1728-] — Elizabeth ROSE



8



George SKIVINGTON [1756-1785] — Amelia SEVIOR



7



John SKIVINGTON [1781-1851] — Grace PETHEN



6



Charles SKIVINGTON [1818-1881] — Eliza LEGG



5



Frank SKIVINGTON [1845-1916] — Mary Ann JONES



4



William Jones SKYVINGTON [1868-] — Eliza Jane MEPHAM



3



Ernest William SKYVINGTON [1891-1985] — Kathleen PICKERING



2



King Mepham SKYVINGTON [1917-1978] — Enid Kathleen WALKER



1



William John SKYVINGTON [1940-] — Marie Christine MAFART Item 3-2: Skivington/Skyvington generations.



The little green triangles indicate the known existence of a father/son relationship. As you can see, this is only the case after the generation #9. Since the lower five generations have already been presented earlier on, our Dorset story deals with the six generations #11 down to #6. Information will be handled in two steps: • First, I present mainstream individuals in these six generations. • Then I return to the top of the chart and work down through these generations in a more thorough manner, examining various related lines (marital links, cousins, etc).
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Dorset patriarch: “Belchalwell George” [1670-1711] The earliest Dorset Skivington I have found was born in Belchalwell around 1670. So, I shall refer to him as “Belchalwell George”. John HALLET b ~1629 Shillingstone d 9 Jul 1685 Shillingstone George SKIVINGTON b ~1670 Belchalwell f 18 Nov 1711 Shillingstone



? b ~1633 Shillingstone



Mary HALLET c 17 Apr 1672 Shillingstone f 13 Dec 1748 Shillingstone



m 6 Apr 1695 Shillingstone 1



2



Mary Susanna SKIVINGTON SKIVINGTON c 18 May 1696 c 10 Sep 1700 Shillingstone Shillingstone d 7 Apr 1707 Shillingstone



3



4



Ann SKIVINGTON c 1 Feb 1704 Shillingstone



5



John SKIVINGTON c 19 Aug 1709 Shillingstone d/f 10 Aug 1779 Shillingstone



George SKIVINGTON c 22 Aug 1702 Shillingstone f 24 Aug 1702 Shillingstone Item 3-3: Earliest known Skivingtons in Dorset.



I strongly suspect that “Belchalwell George”, while not apparently a direct paternal ancestor of mine, would be a close ancestral relative. The offspring George Skivington died as a baby. As for the offspring John Skivington (whose family will be presented later on), it is highly unlikely that he might have been a direct paternal ancestor of mine.



Item 3-4: Churches at Belchalwell (left) and Shillingstone (right).



Originally, Belchalwell was a Saxon settlement composed of two neighborhoods: Belle and Chaldwelle (cold spring). 63
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“Shillingstone George” The next generation is that of a Skivington male, also named George, in the village of Shillingstone, which is quite close to Belchalwell. George SKIVINGTON 1



Ann SKIVINGTON c 26 Feb 1717 Shillingstone



2



Edith ? 3



Thomas William SKIVINGTON SKIVINGTON c 28 Mar 1722 c 31 Jan 1723 Shillingstone Shillingstone



4



Joseph SKIVINGTON c 1 Jan 1727 Shillingstone



5



Betty SKIVINGTON c 25 Mar 1731 Shillingstone



Item 3-5: Family of George Skivington of Shillingstone.



I would imagine that this "Shillingstone George" might have been a nephew of "Belchalwell George". It is also possible (as I shall explain in a moment) that "Shillingstone George" might have been a direct paternal ancestor of mine. At the time of Edward the Confessor, Shillingstone was a manor belonging to Godwin [990-1053], Earl of Wessex. The Domesday Book indicates that the manor was given to a Norman family named Schelin. From then on, the village was known as Schelin (or Shilling) Okeford. In fact, it was the smallest of the three Okefords: Childe Okeford, Okeford Fitzpaine and Shilling Okeford. So, the later name, Shillingston (originally with no final “e”), merely meant the place of the Schelins... and has nothing to do with legends about a shilling coin.
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“Charles the Elder” [1728-] The following chart presents the family of Charles Skivington in Okeford Fitzpaine: abbreviations



1



Elizabeth ROSE b ~1728 c 21 Nov 1730 OF d 1764-74



Charles SKIVINGTON b ~1728



OF = Okeford Fitzpaine WS = Winterborne Stickland



2



m 2 Jan 1749/50 OF



1



2



3



Thomas SKIVINGTON c 12 Nov 1750 OF Charles SKIVINGTON c 1746 OF f 1778 OF



4



William SKIVINGTON c 1 Apr 1752 OF f 1 Aug 1821 WS



m 4 Jul 1774 OF or WS 5



Elizabeth SKIVINGTON c 4 Jun 1754 OF f 25 Jul 1827 OF



Susanna WYATT or WIER b WS



6



7



John SKIVINGTON c 28 Jan 1759 OF f 17 Apr 1807 OF



George SKIVINGTON c 8 Jun 1756 OF f 26 Oct 1785 OF



8



Phillis SKIVINGTON c 7 Mar 1764 OF



Susannah SKIVINGTON c 11 May 1761 OF f 21 Sep 1805 OF



Item 3-6: Family of Charles Skivington and Elizabeth Rose.



This Charles was the earliest individual who can be explicitly identified as a direct paternal ancestor of mine. "Charles the Elder" (as I call him) could well have been a son of "Shillingstone George", but no known record confirms this speculation.



Item 3-7: Okeford Fitzpaine church.



My ancestral line passes through the fifth offspring, George Skivington [1756-1785]. We shall see, in a moment, that my ancestral line also happens to pass through the seventh offspring, Susannah Skivington [1761-1805]. 65
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“Okeford George” [1756-1785] The following chart presents the family of the above-mentioned George Skivington: George SKIVINGTON c 8 Jun 1756 OF f 26 Oct 1785 OF



Amelia SEVIOR c 20 Jun 1756 OF d 12 Feb 1837 OF



m 26 Mar 1781 OF



John SKIVINGTON c 17 Jun 1781 OF d 3 Mar 1858 Iwerne Courtney



Grace PETHEN c 21 Sep 1788 OF d q2 1861 Blandford



Ann(e) SKIVINGTON c 18 Jul 1784 OF f 4 May 1807 OF



m 25 Sep 1816 OF Item 3-8: Family of George Skivington and Amelia Sevior.



Susannah Skivington [1761-1805] The following chart shows that Grace Pethen was in fact John Skivington’s cousin: Edward PETHEN 1705-1755



Elizabeth HAMES 1734-1778



Edward PETHEN c 1 Apr 1755 Okeford Fitzpaine d 17 Feb 1832 OF



Susannah SKIVINGTON c 11 May 1761 OF f 21 Sep 1805 OF



m 18 Sep 1780 OF 1



2



Elizabeth PETHEN c 21 Nov 1780 OF



3



4



Robert PETHEN c 31 Jul 1785 OF f 20 Jan 1832 OF



5



Priscilla Susannah PETHEN PETHEN b ~1790 OF c 25 Sep 1791 f 5 Jan 1834 OF OF



Lavinia PETHEN c 25 Dec 1782 OF John SKIVINGTON c 17 Jun 1781 OF d 3 Mar 1858 Iwerne Courtney



Grace PETHEN c 21 Sep 1788 OF d q2 1861 Blandford



m 25 Sep 1816 OF Item 3-9: Family of Susannah Skivington and Edward Pethen. 66
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John Skivington [1780-1858] The following chart presents the family of John Skivington and Grace Pethen: John SKIVINGTON c 17 Jun 1781 Okeford Fitzpaine d 3 Mar 1858 Iwerne Courtney



Grace PETHEN c 21 Sep 1788 Okeford Fitzpaine d q2 1861 Blandford



m 25 Sep 1816 Okeford Fitzpaine 1



2



3



Susannah SKIVINGTON c 23 Jan 1820 Okeford Fitzpaine Charles SKIVINGTON c 1 Mar 1818 Okeford Fitzpaine d 4 Oct 1881 Iwerne Courtney



4



5



Ann SKIVINGTON c 4 Jan 1824 Okeford Fitzpaine



George SKIVINGTON c 10 Sep 1821 Okeford Fitzpaine



6



7



Elizabeth SKIVINGTON c 8 Feb 1829 Iwerne Courtney



Amelia SKIVINGTON c 1 Apr 1827 Iwerne Courtney



Christopher SKIVINGTON c 10 Apr 1836 Iwerne Courtney



Item 3-10: Family of John Skivington and Grace Pethen.



The first four children were christened in Okeford Fitzpaine, whereas the last three were christened in Iwerne Courtney (“Iwerne” is pronounced like “Ewan”), also known as Shroton (see item 3-1).



Item 3-11: Iwerne Courtney church.



My ancestral line passes through the first offspring, Charles Skivington [1818-1881]. 67



Chapter 3



“Charles the Younger” [1818-1881] The following chart shows the family of Charles Skivington (whom I call "Charles the Younger") and Eliza Legg: 1



Eliza LEGG c 11 May 1818 Winterborne Stickland d 21 Mar 1865 Iwerne Courtney



Charles SKIVINGTON c 1 Mar 1818 Okeford Fitzpaine agricultural laborer d 4 Oct 1881 Iwerne Courtney



2



Ann MORGAN b ~1824 Shaftesbury (Dorset) d q4 1916 Shaftesbury



m 26 Dec 1868 Iwerne Courtney m 16 Nov 1844 CoE, Iwerne Courtney 1



2



3



James SKIVINGTON b 22 Feb 1849 Iwerne Courtney d q4 1859 Blandford Frank SKIVINGTON b 3 Jan 1845 Iwerne Courtney d 3 May 1916 Plymouth



4



5



Robert SKIVINGTON b 14 Sept 1856 Iwerne Courtney d q3 1858 Blandford



Edward SKIVINGTON b 6 Apr 1852 Iwerne Courtney d q4 1909 Dorchester



Robert Tillage SKIVINGTON b 1 Feb 1860 Iwerne Courtney d q3 1902 Blandford



Item 3-12: Family of Charles Skivington and Eliza Legg.



My ancestral line passes through the eldest son, Frank Skivington [1845-1916]. Notice the existence of two sons named Robert, the first of whom died young. Notice too that Charles remarried after the death of Eliza Legg.
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Dorset Skivingtons



Marriage of Charles Skivington and Eliza Legg Charles Skivington and Eliza Legg were married in the parish church of Iwerne Courtney on 16 November 1844.



Item 3-13: Marriage of Charles Skivington and Eliza Legg.



Notice that the groom’s name is spelt “Skyvington” and the bride’s name is spelt with a final “e”. Both fathers were both described as laborers. The witness George Skyvington was a brother of the groom. 69



Chapter 3



Birth of Frank Skivington Frank Skivington, my great-great-grandfather, was born on 3 January 1845 in Iwerne Courtney.



Item 3-14: Birth of Frank Skivington.



Notice that I have included here the image of a hand-written transcription of the birth record, obtained in 1981 (at the start of my family-history investigations), at a time when the British records office had not yet started to use modern photocopy equipment.
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Dorset Skivingtons



Death of Eliza Legg On 21 March 1865, at the age of 44, Eliza Legg died of "consumption" (pulmonary tuberculosis).



Item 3-15: Death of Eliza Legg.
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Second marriage of Charles Skivington Three and a half years later, the widower Charles Skivington remarried.



Item 3-16: Second marriage of Charles Skivington.



Ann Morgan appears to have been the daughter of a Shaftesbury shoemaker.
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Dorset Skivingtons



Death of Charles Skivington On 4 October 1881, 64-year-old Charles Skivington died of a stroke in Iwerne Courtney.



Item 3-17: Death of Charles Skivington.



After the death of Charles in 1881, Ann survived as a widow for 35 years, and died in her native Shaftesbury in 1916, at the age of 92.
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Back up to our earliest known ancestors... After indicating the roadmap for the present chapter (item 3-2), I said that I would start out by presenting "mainstream individuals" in the six generations of Dorset Skivingtons that concern us, and that I would then return to the top of the chart and work down through these generations in a more thorough manner, examining various related lines (marital links, cousins, etc). I designate these individuals, not as my direct ancestors, but rather as "ancestral relatives". We have now reached that point. So, let us set aside momentarily the more recent Skivington generations that we have just been observing, and move back up to the late 17th century to start looking more closely at various ancestral branches that stem from families mentioned earlier on in this chapter. From this point on, up until the end of this chapter, my presentations will be inevitably rather erratic, since I shall often appear to be jumping, with no obvious transitions, from one context to another. I have attempted nevertheless to include as many precise references as possible to the families introduced in the dozen or so opening pages of this chapter. So, with a minimum of effort, readers should not necessarily (I hope) get lost...



Daughters of “Belchalwell George” Item 3-3 indicates that “Belchalwell George” had daughters named Mary and Ann. There are Mormon IGI records describing their marriages. !"#$%&'()*+,
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wales legend 
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Legend of the Five Rings 
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Untitled - Dbx the legend of the sound 
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yes - Dbx the legend of the sound 

MODA. Tape Noise Reduction Unit. Car Decoder. The dbx 222 delivers the musical impact of the 224, at an economical price. It incorporates all of the same ...
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yes - Dbx the legend of the sound 

Just the Right Response. MEMORY ... It's a microprocessor-controlled 14-band graphic equalizer. It's a real-time analysis display. ... equalizers work in bringing dramatic improvements to the ... on the pink-noise generator, adjust its output, and ..
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yes - Dbx the legend of the sound 

Relocate the DX5 with respect to the receiver, or move it away from the receiver;. Plug the ... Get a Philips screwdriver, put a newspaper or towel on a flat surface ...
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yes - Dbx the legend of the sound 

on the market. Just insert the PPA-1's ... Separate left/right volume controls ... Total Harmonic. Distortion ... the proper 1:2 expansion ratio, letting you enjoy the ...
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86 - Dbx the legend of the sound 

Turn your system off and the volume all the way down. .... Push Post for expansion on playback only (which is probably the more common appli- cation).
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yes - Dbx the legend of the sound 

high-regulation toroidal power transformer. The second is the use of ... We also took extreme care to ensure effective isolation of audio signals and video signals.
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