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John Gunther Dean’s introductory comments to the 5 files on Togo and Mali and complete inventory of the individual folders [7 pages] donated to the National Archives of the USA [The Jimmy Carter Library in Atlanta, Georgia]. [1959 – 1961].



1 Inventory and comments on J.G.Dean’s files on Opening U.S. diplomatic missions in West Africa after independence Togo and Mali 1959 – 1961



Introduction to the files entitled “Opening U.S. diplomatic missions in West Africa after independence: 1959 – 1961”



In the year 1960 independence came to many parts of West Africa. It was an exciting time as colonies and trust territories received their independence. Perhaps Washington’s primary concern was that the newly independent countries would not turn to the Soviet Union or Communist China as models for development. Sekou Touré of Guinea had opted for that path. As a young Foreign Service Officer, John Gunther Dean participated in establishing an American presence in two countries acceding to independence: Togo and Mali. In order to fully understand what happened and who did what to whom, it is useful to read first J.G.D.’s Oral History on his experiences in West Africa. [Item 1 of this chapter] In Togo, J.G.D. not only opened the post, but was also asked to pinch hit as Diplomatic Advisor for the new President of Togo, Sylvanus Olympio. In Mali, J.G.D. was the first foreign representative and was helpful to Mali’s march toward modernization and democracy. More than 40 years later U.S. - Malian relations are still excellent. By the U.S. joining France in holding out a helping hand from the beginning of the country’s independence, Mali remained in the pro-Western camp and made it unnecessary for the country to flirt with Marxism and totalitarianism. In Togo, President Olympio’s assassination four years after independence did lead to an authoritarian government. This chapter on West Africa is divided into two parts: (1) Independence comes to Togo and (2) Independence comes to Mali. The “Togo only” file [N:2] is slim. No telegrams are part of the file because J.G.D. did not keep any at the time. However, all official messages from home are available in Washington. Furthermore, most of the correspondence between J.G.D. and the State Department are devoted to opening a new post in Bama Ko. But President Olympio’s official note dated July 1, 1960 [in file 2] is of particular interest because it officially acknowledges J.G.D.’s role for about 3 months of helping the Togolese Foreign Office to cope in the absence of a Diplomatic Advisor – a first in West Africa. The files on Mali [Number 3, 4, and 5] -- like the one on Togo, -- do not include official telegrams sent or received by the American Embassy Bamako for the same reason that explains their absence in the Togo file. But file Number 4 includes numerous American and Malian press clippings which pretty much explains what the first American team to open the mission in Bamako did and how it was accomplished. Perhaps it makes up for the absence of official telegrams. Bamako was the fist “chief of mission“ assignment for J.G. Dean. This is borne out by the letter of credence accrediting J.G.D. as a chargé



2 d’Affaires in Bamako signed by the acting Secretary of State, Douglas Dillon. [File 3]. Among the letters in File 3 are those from American Senators, and one from the French ambassador to Mali, F. Wibaux, in which he thanks J.G.D. for the “fruitful collaboration between American and French embassies.”



3 Opening U.S. Missions in West Africa after independence: Togo: March 1959 – June 1960 [Note: J.G. Dean has no cables in his possession but they are available at the State Department]



File 1: Sections from the Oral History of John Gunther Dean, pages 67 -89. File 2: • • •



• • •



Letter dated May 12, 1960 from Attorney General William Rogers to Second Secretary Dean. [Note: Mr. Rogers was head of the U.S. delegation to the Togo Independence Celebration]. Also J.G.Dean’s reply dated June 8, 1960. Letter from Deputy under Secretary of State for Administration Roy Henderson to J.G. Dean dated August 3, 1960 praising him for his performance. Letter in French from President Olympio addressed to the Chargé d’Affaires Jesse Mac Knight dated July 1, 1960 thanking J.G.D. for his help as Diplomatic Adviser. The arrival of a French Diplomatic Adviser made J.G.D’s services no longer needed. President Olympio, in his official, formal letter wrote [in translation]: “We would appreciate if you would transmit to the Department of State and to Mr. Dean personally our sincere and deep gratitude.” Sixteen letters exchanged with Washington regarding primarily administrative matters in Togo and opening a second post in Bamako. Commendation of J.G.D. by Assistant Secretary Mennen Williams of J.G.D. dated January 23, 1963. Three large sized photographs of J.G.D. and wife with President and Mrs. Olympio of Togo.



4 Mali: July 1960 – July 1961



File 3: •



Letter of credence signed by acting Secretary Dillon fomally accrediting Foreign Service Officer John G. Dean as Chargé d’Affaires a.i. at Bamako • Letters from senators, Congressmen, State Department Senior officials: 1. Ambassador Yost to J.G.D. dated September 29, 1960 with enclosure 2. Under Secretary Roy Henderson to J.G.D. dated October 26, 1960 3. Ambassador of France F. Wibaux to J.G. D. dated December 20, 1960 4. Edward Kennedy to J.G.D. dated January 13, 1961 5. Senator Franck Moss to J.G.D. dated January 17, 1961 6. Congressman Halpern to J.G.D. dated May 13, 1963 7. Senator Keating to J.G.D. dated May 21, 1963 8. Senator Javits to J.G.D. dated May 21, 1963 [NB. Numbers 6 – 9 were on the occasion of the presentation of a special award to J.G.D. on opening Bamako.]



5 File 4: Press clippings about J.G.D. opening Bamako, Mali • • •



•



•



•



• • • • • • • • • •



Agence de Presse Senegalese announcement dated July 30, 1960 that J.G.D. is coming as Consul of the U.S.A. to Bamako in mid-September. New York Times article dated September 1, 1960 entitled “Sudan’s Premier to go to Paris to see deGaulle on Mali rupture”. International Herald Tribune [or N.Y. Times] article dated September 23, 1960 entitled “U.S. recognizes Mali and Senegal”. Article also states that the U.S. consulate at Bamako has been redesignated as an Embassy and John G. Dean, Consul in Bamako, will act as Chargé d’Affaires.” A whole page from the Bamako newspaper “L’Essor” dated October 18, 1960 with large headline “The Malian government will play host to an American Economic Mission”. The newspaper reprints the speech made in French by J.G.D. on that occasion Front page article in the Bamako newspaper L’Essor dated November 8, 1960 with large photograph of President Modibo Keita with Chargé Dean. Article is entitled: “The relations of Mali with the United States of America” and spells out the assistance the US is willing to give to Mali in specific fields. A picture of the “diplomatic representatives” in Bamako as it appeared in the local French language press. In addition to representatives of the UK, France and the USA, South Vietnam, Taiwan and Israel had sent representatives to preempt their competitors. The Economist, December 3, 1960 entitled “From Mali to Mali” pages 1039 – 1040. New York Herald Tribune, Sunday, December 4, 1960 article by Marguerite Higgins entitled: “How US got an Embassy in Bamako.” The New York Times, January 18, 1961 article by Henry Tanner entitled “US vows to aid neutralist Mali”. Washington Post, September 1960 article by Marguerite Higgins entitled “Battle for a house in Bamako”. Long Island, NY “Star Journal” dated May 8, 1963 entitled “Kew Gardens Man First, gets State Department Kudo”. Article has picture of J.G.D with African artifacts. Long Island Daily Press, dated May 9, 1963 entitled “US cites Long Island Foreign Service Officer” Story of J.G.D. in Bamako. Article has picture of J.G.D. with artifacts. Department of State newsletter dated June 1963 page 48 entitled “He won the race to Mali for the United States”. The story of J.G.D. opening the post in Mali. Picture of J.G.D. with President Modibo Keita as J.G.D. leaves and Ambassador Wright takes up his duties as US envoy. Four page State Department press hand-out entitled “Department of State Honors Fast-moving Foreign Service officer”, May 1963 Department of State Press Release dated April 10, 1964 of Assistant Secretary Mennen Williams’ speech before the American Academy of Political and Social



6 Science, in which one page is devoted to John Gunther Dean’s activities in opening the US post in Mali.



7 File 5: Photographs on J.G.D. in Bamako, Mali • • • •



•



President Modibo Keita with Chargé J.G.D. in the President’s office, October 1960 President Modibo Keita, first President of Mali, with some of his assistants, talking with Chargé Dean about the forthcoming US Economic delegation’s visit to Bamako. October 1960. Chargé Dean bidding farewell to Mali’s first ambassador to the US, Mr. Aboulaye Maiga, October 1960. Greeting General de Gaulle’s special envoy André Malraux at Bamako Airport at 4 am in October 1960. [Also in the picture is US Ambassador to Mali Kenneth Wright, a French ambassador and J.G. Dean]. Purpose of the trip was to persuade President Modibo Keita to stay in the French franc area and not walk out as Sekou Touré did in Guinea which was an economical disaster for the country. How J.G.D. helped behind the scenes to keep Mali in the convertible currency area is set forth in J.G.Dean’s Oral History. See File 1. Photograph taken at the time J.G.D. received a special award for his work in Togo and Mali, May 1963. In one photo, J.G.D. is showing a Dogon artifact of Twins made in the late 19th century. In the other photograph, J.G.D. is shown explaining two dancing masks from the Galade tribe located between Dahomey [Benin] and Nigeria.



Addendum For those who wish to read about J.G.D’s work as advisor pinch-hitting at the Togolese Ministry of Foreign Affairs immediately after independence, it is suggested that the following messages be consulted at the State Department: Lomé Airgram 241 dated May 26, 1960 Lomé Airgram 246 dated June 3, 1960 Lomé Airgram 260 dated June 20, 1960
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