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documentary was heart-,rending/ ... In marked tonicity, the tonic (for contrast) may be placed on grammatical ... Echo q: (Ive bought a dog) Youve bought a dog. 
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In t o n a t i o n



Phonologie 1/



Source: English Phonology & Graphophonemics, A. Deschamps, JL Duchet, JM Fournier, M. O’Neil, Ophrys, 2004.



C ONVENTIONS : Tonality: / !!.. / ou // !! // Tonic: souligner (= nucleus = noyay nucléaire) Tones: " rising ; #falling ; "# rise-fall ; #"fall-rise



! T HE



TONIC SYLLABLE



- A syllable which carries a tone is called a tonic syllable (also called nucleus or nuclear stress). - Each tone unit has 1 tonic syllable. - The tonic syllable is also the last piece of new information: this is called the Last Lexical Item Rule (LLI Rule) - The tonic syllable is the one carrying primary stress in the last lexical item of the unit. • Ex: / I like chocolate / (TS). - If the last lexical item is deleted, the TS can fall on a verbal item. (I think I will). - Some final elements do not normally take the tonic: • • •



Adverbials: /I met your sister in town yesterday/ Grammatical words do not take a tonic: /who was she talking to/ With compound words, the tonic is on the stressed syllable: /that documentary was $heart-,rending/



• • •



Expressions indicating the attitude of the speaker: / It$s too late I$m afraid/ Reporting clauses: /I$m tired he said/ Vocatives (when u address someone): /Good morning Mr Robinson/



•



Phrasal verbs: o Intransitive phrasal verbs --> tonic on the particle: /the plane is about to take off



o Transitive phrasal verbs with pronominal complement --> tonic on the particle: /would you switch it off/ o Transitive phrasal verb with lexical complement --> tonic on stressed syllable of the complement: /he put the telephone down/ - In some sentences with intransitive verbs, the informational focus may be on the subject instead of the verb: /The baby is crying/



T HE



STRUCTURE OF A TO NE UNIT :



•



The head: it is all the part of a tone-unit that extends from the 1 stressed syllable up to (but not including) the tonic syllable. (= head begins with 1 accented syllable of the TU). st



st



H OW



•



The pre-head: it is composed of all the unstressed syllables in a tone-unit preceding the first stressed-syllable.



•



The tail: any syllable btw the tonic and the end is part of the tail.



TO DETERMINE THE TONE UNIT :



- The TU is composed of minimum one and maximum 5 stressed syllables. - It often corresponds to syntactic units, but not always. - It does not always correspond to punctuation boundaries. 1. Punctuation but no TU boundary: • Vocatives: Where are you going, Peter? --> /where are you going Peter / But: when the vocative occurs in initial position, it is always followed by a boundary. •



Reporting clauses: Margaret$s not coming, I suppose/I$m afraid/he said --> / Margaret$s not coming I suppose/ 2. TU boundary but no punctuation: • •



Coordination: He came in and sat down --> /he came in/ and sat down/ Subordination: / Peter likes her / because she$s always friendly./ ; / When they came, /the weather was horrible./



The correlation between clause and TU is called T ONE - UNIT R ULE . Exceptions to the TU Rule: - When the grammatical subject is long/complex: • /that tall lady is my aunt/ --> /that tall lady by the door/ is my aunt/ - With adverbial expressions: • /as a matter of fact/ I live here/ - When the theme is the complement of the verb: • /that sort of thing/ I will never understand/ - When the theme is a vocative: • /Thomas / dinner$s ready/ - In marked tonicity, the tonic (for contrast!) may be placed on grammatical items (/she was smiling at him/ not at me/). However, the following grammatical items never take the tonic: ago, though (in final position), one (pronoun). - Contrastive tonicity can be applied to lexical or grammatical items. Whereas focused items usually express new info, with contrastive tonicity we may find: • focus on items expressing new info • absence of tonic on items expressing new info. - A number of lexical items work in conjunction with tonicity: • EEvveenn: the constituent governed by even carries the tonic: /I$ve never even met him/ Eiitthheerr: too takes the tonic in positive sentences, either in negative • TToooo/E sentences: /Jane speaks Spanish/too/ ; / Mary can$t speak Spanish/either/. NB: the tonic is usually not found on items following OTHER: /would you like another drink/.



T ONES --> The tone is a change of pitch that begins on the tonic syllable and continues on any following syllables. - Falling: Complete. Sure, declarative, more or less neutral; no more is to be said; impression of finality.



- Rising: the tone conveys that smthg more is to follow = invitation to continue. Non-final, incomplete. Unsure, interrogative, friendly. - Fall-rise: Used a lot. Implication. Limited agreement % response with reservations % hesitations % something given or conceded. Warning. - Rise-fall: to convey strong feeling of approval, disapproval or surprise. Impressed % challenging (the least frequent of the 4 tones). 1. Simple sentences: a. Declarative sentences: ! > Unmarked: Statements: He is obviously feeling #better NB: initial adverbials are usually pronounced with a fall-rise: /in #"my opinion/it$s a waste of #money/ ! Unmarked: - Statements + friendly: Hello, is that Mary? "Yes (= who$s speaking?) - Echo q&: (I$ve bought a dog) You$ve bought a "dog - Echo exclamation: (I$ve bought a dog) You$ve bought a #"dog - Reserve or tentative statements: (Margaret$s wonderful) She$s very #"kind (but not clever!) - Tentative correction: (Tony$s very keen on golf) #"Cricket you mean! - Warning: (I$ve booked a table at the Savoy) It$s rather ex#"pensive. - Contrasts: Jeremy isn$t #"English (he$s Scottish). - Impressed statements: (Dan$s got into Cambridge) "#Cambridge (that$s very good) - Questions: > declarative sentences used as questions: You want to come to the "party (NB: this is called high rising tone in non-interrogative sentences (HRT) or Up-talk). b. Wh-interrogatives: ! unmarked: what$s his #name ! marked:



- wh- questions + friendly: how$s your "leg c. Yes/no interrogatives: ! unmarked: do you come here "often ! marked: there is a fall in case of repetition of the question, and in questions in series. - yes no question = imperatives or exclamatives: shall we #go then d. Imperatives: ! a fall produces a command: put it on the #shelf ! a rise produces a request: put it on the "shelf d. Exclamatives: ! what a di#saster ! ! good #morning ! ! If a rising tone is used with greetings, salutations, it is more casual.



D EFINITIONS - Declination: the natural tendency of syllables in a tone-unit to descend gradually in pitch. - Unmarked phrasing: when a TU corresponds to a clause (= option selected unless there is some good reason to do otherwise). - In focus: items presenting new information are said to be in focus. - Marked tonicity: any tonic placement which does not fall on the last lexical item in the TU.
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