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Organization For Peace Justice and Development in Rwanda, (OPJDR) Inc.



Organisation Pour la Paix, la Justice et le Développement au Rwanda, (OPJDR) Inc



Honorable Mr. Sheikh Mussa Fazil HARERIMANA Minister of Internal Security Republic of Rwanda P.O Box 446 Kigali RWANDA



July 3, 2010 Nº 27/HR/PK/710



Ref.: Recent political repression and Human Rights degradation in Rwanda Honorable, The Organization for Peace, Justice and Development in Rwanda and in the Great Lakes Region of Africa (OPJDR), Inc., an apolitical Human Rights Organization based in the United States, is deeply preoccupied by the recent degradation of human rights conditions in Rwanda and therefore asks the Rwandan government to commit itself to protect the Rwandan population against these excessive cases of assassinations, kidnappings, arrests, imprisonments and charges forging by the judicial system against innocent individuals and members of the opposition political parties. This unease situation of insecurity is increasingly becoming rampant throughout the whole country especially during this pre-electoral period as consistently reported by many observers.



Hundreds of victims and their relatives have brought to our attention that this is currently happening on simple allegations by Rwandan security operatives that those victims are sympathetic to the opposition parties or to the senior army officers like General Kayumba Nyamwasa who recently fled Rwanda and sought political asylum in South Africa. Although this is a common concern in all parts of the country, OPJDR would like to particularly pinpoint at the recent sad repressive events that marred a peaceful demonstration of the opposition members in Kigali on 6/24/2010 that ended up in hundreds of arbitrary arrests, kidnappings and illegal detentions as reported by our investigators and several sources in Rwanda.



According to the same sources, on June 24, 2010 Mr. NTAGANDA Bernard, the founding president of PS Imberakuri was violently grabbed from his home by agents of the National Police. Since then he has been day and night in handcuffs in different police cells.
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The Party Secretary General, Theobald MUTARAMBIRWA and several Imberakuri members are still held up. The same day several members of FDU Inkingi were arrested. Though some have been released others are under severe tortures and denied medical attention. Mrs. Alice MUHIRWA, the party treasurer, is still bleeding due to boots kicks into her stomach. Mr. Sylvain SIBOMANA, the party secretary general has been beaten several times while his legs and arms were tied behind his back. Mr. Theoneste SIBOMANA has head injuries due to being banged on wall many times during tortures. Along with the above list, they are also the FDU’s lawyer Mr. Theogene MUHAYEYEZU, and the party member Martin NTAVUKA who were tortured and need medical attention. On the same day, a journalist working for a private newspaper “Umuvugizi”, Mr. Jean-Léonard Rugambage has been shot to death by two men in front of his house in the Rwandan capital, a crime which some observers including Editor Jean Bosco Gasasira, who fled to Uganda in April after the same newspaper “Umuvugizi” was suspended, link national security services with his death due to an article the victim published on Umuvugizi website relating to the attempted killing of the former army chief Lt Gen Faustin Kayumba Nyamwasa in South Africa.



The other case is that of innocent people who were kidnapped by the army in various areas of the former Cyangugu Province. Those who were picked up by the army were reportedly taken to the Kacyangugu military base where they are feared to be under severe tortures and not allowed to be seen by their families. Here are some of the names that OPJDR recorded: ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐



Jean Damascene Ngarambe, an employee at the Banque Populaire of Kamembe on 6/7/2010; Anatole Kayisire, a medical assistant in Bugarama; Muzeye, a Branch Manager at Banque Populaire in Bugarama; A certain Reverand, a driver in Nzahaha; Steven Buturu, a motocycle operator in Bugarama; Theoneste Mazimpaka of Bugarama; Jacques, a Teacher in Mushaka.



Honorable Minister, OPJDR would like to end this communication by calling upon your personal conscience and constitutional obligations to protect the Rwandan population against these severe and endless human rights abuses.
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Sincerely Pascal Kalinganire Coordinator, OPJDR



CC: Honorable Ban Ki-Moon UN Secretary-General 760 United Nations Plaza, Manhattan, NY 10017 Honorable Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton Secretary of State U.S. Department of State 2201 C Street NW Washington, DC 20520 Honorable U.S. Senator John Kerry Chair of Foreign Relations Committee 218 Russell Bldg/ Second Floor Washington D.C. 0510 Honorable U.S. Senator Russ Feingold US Senate Subcommittee on African Affairs 506 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510-4904 Honorable Mr. Kenneth Roth Executive Director of Human Rights Watch 350 Fifth Avenue, 34th floor New York, NY 10118-3299 USA AI Representative in Kampala-Uganda IS Kampala - Africa Regional Office Amnesty International, Plot 20A Kawalya Kaggwa Close, PO Box 23966, Kampala, Uganda Honorable Mr. Tony Blair Africa Governance Initiative P.O. Box 60519 London - W2 7JU United Kingdom OPJDR • BP 3026 • Manchester, NH • 03105 / PHONE: (603) 361-6473 www.opjdr.org. OPJDR is non-profit and apolitical. Its mission is to promote the respect of human rights and Cultural, educational, and economic development in the Great Lakes Region of Africa.
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