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HARDWARE IN HARD TO REACH PLACES

ing tape will come to the rescue in this situation. Put a piece of tape across your wrench (it will work with box or open-end wrenches) as shown in. Figure 5. 
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H   ANDS ON HINTS FOR HOMEBUILDERS



HARDWARE IN HARD TO REACH PLACES BY JOE NORRIS



WORKING ON AIRCRAFT SOMETIMES means working in tight areas. Builders or restorers often will run into situations where they just can’t get their hand into an area where they need to get a washer and nut started on a fastener. Inventive mechanics have come up with all kinds of ways to solve these access problems. Here are a few that will help you out of a tight spot! Many times it’s helpful to combine the nut and washer so that you can install them as a single unit. I ﬁrst tried sticking the washer to the nut with some grease, but that didn’t hold well and the washer would often fall off before I could get the nut lined up and started. Watching a NASCAR race gave me an idea. The NASCAR pit crews glue the lug nuts onto the wheels with super glue so they’re in place and ready for the air wrench when the wheel is placed on the hub. This idea also works great for my nut and washer problem. Just put a little super glue on the washer, as shown in Figure 1, and then place the washer on the nut and press them together tightly for a few seconds. Bingo! The nut and washer are now a single unit and much easier to install in a tight or blind location (Figure 2). Quite often the above situation is aggravated by the fact that you can’t get your entire hand into the area where the nut needs to be installed. This is when grease works. Take a gob of grease and put it on the end of your ﬁnger, then press the nut into the grease (Figure 3). The nut will stay put even when you turn your hand over or shake it (Figure 4). You can now press the nut against the end of your fastener, and by carefully turning the fastener, you can get the nut started. Sometimes the access problem is so restricting that you can’t even get your ﬁnger into the area where the nut needs to go. A simple piece of masking tape will come to the rescue in this situation. Put a piece of tape across your wrench (it will work with box or open-end wrenches) as shown in Figure 5. Place the nut in the wrench and press it against the tape. The nut will now stay in the wrench and you can feed the wrench into the limited access area and then get it started by carefully turning the fastener. These are just a few simple, low-cost ideas to help you with limited-access situations. Use these as a springboard to think of more.
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