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DEDICATION.



To my is



comrades of the



Army



of the



Potomac who,



believed, will find rehearsed in these pages



has not before appeared in print, and which secure to their children in



mation about a



soldier's



it is



much hoped



permanent form valuable life



is



will



infor-



in detail that has thus



been only partially written, this work



it



that



far



most affectionately



dedicated by their friend,



T5B



AtJTHOB.



PREFACE. DuEiNG the summer of 1881 I was a sojourner for a few weeks at a popular hotel in the White Mountains. Among the two hundred or more guests who were enjoying its retirement and good cheer were from twelve to twenty lads, varying in age from ten to fifteen years. When tea had been disposed of, and darkness had put an end to their daily romp and hurrah without, they were wput to take- in charge a gentleman from Chicago, formerly a gallant soldier in the Army of the Cumberland, and in a quiet corner of the spacious hotel parlor, or a remote part of the piazza, would



listen



with eager attention as he related chapters of



his personal experience in the Civil



War.



Less than two days elapsed before they pried out of the writer the acknowledgment that he too had served Uncle



Sam and immediately followed up this bit of information by requesting me to alternate evenings with the veteran from the West in entertaining them with stories of the war as I saw it. I assented to the plan readily enough, and a more interested or interesting audience of its size could not be desired than that knot of boys who clustered around us on alternate Rights while we related to them in an offhand way many facts regarded as too commonplace ;



,



for the general histories of the war.



This



trifling piece of personal experience led to the prep-



aration of these sketches, and will largely account for the didactic



manner



from complete.



— they will



in



which they are written.



Many



They



are far



topics of interest are left untreated



readily suggest themselves to veterans



;



but



it



vi



PREFACE.



•



was thought best not present proportions.



It



volume beyond its believed that what is herein



expand



to



is



written will appeal largely to a soldiers.



In



common



such



full faith that



this



is



experience



among now



the case, they are



presented to veterans, their children, and the public as an important contribution of warp to the more majestic woof which comprises the history of the Great Civil War already



That history, to date, is a history of battles, of This is the first attempt to campaigns and of generals. in detail; in which both life record comprehensively army text and illustrations aim to permanently record information which the history of no other war has preserved with equal accuracy and completeness. I am under obligations to many veterans for kindly suggestions and criticisms during the progress of this work, to Houghton & Mifflin for the use of Holmes' "Sweet Little Man," and especially to Comrade Charles W. Reed, for his many truthful and spirited illustrations. The large number of sketches which he brought from the field in 1865 has enabled him to reproduce with telling effect many sights and scenes once very familiar to the veterans of the Union armies, which cannot fail to recall stirring experiences in written.



their soldier's



life.



Believing they will do appeal to a large



number



this,



and that these pages



whom



the Civil



War



will



yet than a myth, they are confidently put forth, the pleasant labor of spare hours, with no claim for to



is



something more



but with the full assurance that they will partially meet a want hitherto unsupplied.



their literary excellence,



Cambridgepobt,



Mass.,



March



30, 1887.
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AND



COFFEE.



used by Sherman's army almost exclusively. In starting for Savannah, he distributed his ponton trains among his four corps, giving to each about nine hundred feet of bridge maThese pontons were suitably hinged to form a wagon terial.



A CANVAS PONTOON



BOAT.



FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.



body, in which was carried the canvas cover, anchor, chains, and a due proportion of other bridge materials. This kind



was used by the volunteer engineers of the Army I recall two such bridges. One spanned the Rapidan at Ely's Ford, and was crossed by the Second Corps the night of May 3, 1864, when it enThe other was laid tered upon the Wilderness campaign. across the Po River, by the Fiftieth New York Engineers, seven days afterwards, and over this Hancock's Veterans of bridge



of the Potomac.



crossed



— those,



at least,



eventful Tuesday — before



But



all



who survived



the battle of that



nightfall.



of the long bridges, notably those



crossing the



Chickahominy, the James, the Appomattox, which now come to my mind, were supported by wooden boats of the French pattern. These were thirty-one feet long, two feet six inches deep, five feet four inches wide at the top,



the bottom.



They tapered



so little at the



and four feet at bows and sterns



as to be nearly rectangular, and when afloat the gunwales were about horizontal, having little of the curve of the skiff.



The



floor timbers of the



twenty-five



and one-half



bridge,



feet long,



known



as Bulks, were and four and one-half



ABMT BOAD AND BRIDGE inches square on the end.



BUILDEBS.



385



Five continuous lines of these



were laid on the boats two feet ten inches apart.



The



flooring of



the bridge, called chesses, consisted



boards having a uniform length of fourteen



feet,



of



a width of



twelve inches, and a thickness of one and a half inches.



To



secure the chesses in place, side-rails of about the same



dimensions as the balks were laid upon them over the outer balks, to



which the



rails



were fastened by cords known as



rack-lashings.



The distance between the centres of two boats in position called a hay. The distance between the boats is thirteen feet ten inches. The distance between the side-rails is



is



eleven feet, this being the width of the roadway.



An



abutment had to be constructed at either end of a



AN ANGLE OF FORT HELL (SEDGWICK) SHOWING GABIONS, CHEVAUX-DE-FKISE, ABATIS AND FKAISE. FEOM A PHOTOGRAPH. bridge,



which was generally done by



settling a



heavy timber



horizontally in the ground, level with the top of the bridge,



A



proper approach was then made to this, sometimes by grading, sometimes by corduroying, sometimes by cutting away the bank. confining



it



there



by



stakes.



H'AIID
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The boats, with all other bridge equipage, were carried upon wagons, which together were known as the Ponton Train. Each wagon was drawn by six mules. A single boat with its anchor and cable formed the entire load for one team. The balks were loaded on wagons by themselves, This as were also the chesses, and tlie side-rails on others. system facilitated the work of the pontoniers. In camp, the Ponton Train was located near army headquarters. On the march it would naturally be in rear of the array, unless its If, when the column services were soon to be made use of. had halted, we saw this train and its body-guard, the engineers, passing to the front, we at once concluded that there was " one wide river to cross," and we might as well settle down for a while, cook some coffee, and take a nap. In order to get a better idea of ponton-bridge laying, let us follow such a train to the river and note the various steps in the operation.



If the



enemy



is



not holding the opposite



bank, the wagons are driven as near as practicable to the brink of the water, unloaded, and driven off out of the way. To avoid confusion and expedite the work, the corps is



divided up into the abutment, boat, balk, lashing, chess,



Each man, therefore, knows just what he has to do. The abutment party takes the initiative, by laying the abutment, and preparing the approaches as already described. Sometimes, when the shore was quite marshy, trestle work or a crib of logs was necessary in completing this duty, but, as the army rarely approached a river except over a recognized thoroughfare, such work was the exception. While this party has been vigorously prosecuting its special labors, the boat party, six in number, have got a ponton afloat, manned it, and ridden to a point a proper and



side-rail parties.



distance above the line of the proposed bridge, dropped



anchor, and, paying out cable, five balks,



two men



The



to each,



one end projects six



drop



down



alongside the



hand with and having placed these so that inches beyond the outer gunwale of



abutment, and go ashore.



balk party are on



ARMY EOAD AND BRIDGE the- boat,



them



they



make way



for the



The boat



is



The



who



lash



on the gun-



then pushed into the stream the length



of the balks, the hither ends of to the
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lashing party,



in place at proper intervals as indicated



wales.



balks



BUILDERS.



which are at once made



fast



the front and cover



the



abutment. chess party



now



step



to



with flooring to within one foot



of



the



ponton.



Meanwhile the boat-party has launched another ponton,



A WOODEN PONTOON BOAT.



FROM A PHOTOGKAPH.



dropped anchor in the proper place, and brought it alongthe balk party, also ready with another bay of side the first balks, lay them for the lashing party to make fast the boat being then pushed off broadside-to as before, and the free end ;



;



of the balks



lashed so as to project six inches over the shore



gunwale of the first boat. By this plan it may be seen that each balk and bay of balks completely spans two pontons. This gives the bridge a firm foundation. The chess party continue their operations, as before, to within a foot of the



And



now, when the third bay of the bridge is rails on the lash them, firmly which they outside balks, to chesses over the pass belashings the chesses being so constructed that the tween them for this purpose. The foregoing operations are repeated bay after bay till second boat.



begun, the side-rail party appears, placing their



the bridge reaches the farther shore,



when



the building of
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another abutment and part of the



way



work.



its



COFFEE.



approaches completes the main remains to scatter the road-



then



It



of the bridge with a light covering of hay, or straw, or



it from wear, and, perhaps, some straightenand tightening there may be necessary, but the work is now done, and all of the personnel and matSriel may cross with perfect safety. No rapid movements are allowed, however, and man and beast must pass over at a walk.



sand, to protect



ing here



A guard of



the engineers is posted at the abutment, ordering " Route step " " Route step " as the troops strike the !



bridge, along.



and



!



sentries, at intervals, repeat the caution further



By keeping the



cadence in crossing, the troops would



subject the bridge to a



much



greater strain, and settle



it



was shown over and over again that nothing so tried the bridge as a column of infantry. The current idea is that the artillery and the trains must have given it the severest test, which was not the case. In taking up a bridge, the order adopted was the reverse of that followed in laying it, beginning with the eiid next the enemy, and carrying the chess and balks back to the other shore by hand. The work was sometimes accelerated by weighing all anchors, and detaching the bridge from the further abutment, allow it to swing bodilj'^ around to the hither shore to be dismantled. One instance is remembered when this mancBuvre was executed with exceeding despatch. It was after the army had recrossed the Rappahannock, following the battle of Chancellorsville. So nervous were the engineers lest the enemy should come upon them at their labors they did not even wait to pull up anchors, but cut every cable and cast loose, glad enough to see their flotilla on the retreat after the army, and more delighted still not to be attacked by the enemy during the operation, deeper in the water.



It



— so says one of their number.-



One writer on the war speaks of the engineers as grasping " not the musket but the hammer" a misleading remark, for not a nail is driven into the bridge at



any



point.
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Army



of the Potomac retreated from before 1862 it crossed the lower Chickahominy on a bridge of boats and rafts 1980 feet long. This was constructed by three separate working parties, employed at the same time, one engaged at each end and one in the centre.



the



Richmond



in



was the longest bridge built in the war, of which I have any knowledge, save one, and that the bridge built across the James, below Wilcox's Landing, in 1864. This latter was .a remarkable achievement in ponton engineering. It was over two thousand feet long, and the channel boats It



were firmly anchored in thirteen fathoms of water. The engineers began it during the forenoon of June 14, and It was built under the completed the task at midnight. direction of General Benham for the passage of the wagon-



trains



and a part of the



troops, while the rest crossed in



steamers and ferry-boats.



But ponton bridges were not always



laid without opposi-



from the enemy. Perhaps they made prevent the laying of the bridges across the Rappahannock before Fredericksburg in December, 1862. The pontoniers had partially laid one bridge before daylight, but when dawn appeared the enemy's sharpshooters, who. had been posted in buildings on the opposite bank, opened so destructive a fire upon them that they were compelled to desist, and two subsequent attempts to continue the work, though desperately made, were likewise brought to naught by the deadly fire of Mississippi rifles. At last three regiments, the Seventh Michigan, and the Nineteenth and Twentieth Massachusetts, volunteered to cross the river, and drive the enemy out of cover, -which they did most gallantly, though not without considerable loss. They crossed the river in ponton boats, charged up the steep bank opposite, drove out, or captured the Rebels holding the buildings, and in a short time the first ponton tion or interference



the most stubborn contest to



bridge was completed.



Others were laid near by soon



after.
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I think the engineers lost



actual



combat



— than



more men here



—



in all their previous



I



mean now



in



and subsequent



service combined.



Ponton bridges were a source of great satisfaction to the They were perfect marvels of stability and steadiness. No swaying motion was visible. To one passing across with a column of troops or wagojis no motion was discernible. It seemed as safe and secure as mother earth, and the army walked them with the same serene confidence as if they were, I remember one night while my company was crossing the Appomattox on the bridge laid at Point of Rocks that D. Webster Atkinson, a, cannoneer, who stood about six feet and a quarter in boots dear felsoldiers.



—



low, he Avas afterwards mor-



tally



Hatcher's Run,



march



nigh asleep from the we were undergoing,



Forr



tunately for him, he



— being well-



fatigue of the all-night



walked



off



the bridge.



wounded



at



POPLAR QEOVE CHUltCH.



—



stepped— not into four or five fathoms of water, but a ponton. As can readily be imagined, an unexpected step down of two feet and a half was quite an ".eye-
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The



a.



little



BUILDERS.
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lameness, he suffered no



engineers, as a whole, led an enjoyable



life



of



it



in



Their labors were quite fatiguing while they lasted, it is true, but they were a privileged class when compared with the infantry. But they did well all that was required of them, and there was no finer body of men in the the service.



service.



The winter-quarters of the engineers were, perhaps, the most unique of any in the army. In erecting them they gave their mechanical skill full play. Some of their officers' quarters were marvels of rustic design. The houses of one regiment in the winter of '63-4 were fashioned out of the straight cedar, which, being undressed, gave the settlement



a quaint but attractive and comfortable appearance.



Their streets were corduroyed, and they even boasted sidewalks of similar construction. erected



by the



Fiftieth



New York



below Petersburg, in 1864, skill in rustic design.



still



Poplar Grove Church, Engineers, a few miles



stands, a



inonument



to their



;



CHAPTEH



XXI.



TALKING FLAGS AND TORCHES. "



my comrades,



Ho!



Waving



see the signal



tlirough the sky



Re-enforcements now appearing, Victory is nigh."



ES, there were flags in the army which talked for the soldiers, and I cannot furnish a more entertaining chapter than one which will describe how they did it, when they did it, and



what they did



it



for.



True,



used in the service told stories of their own. What more eloquent than " Old Glory," with its thirteen stripes, reminding us of our small beginning as a nation, its blue originally occupied by field, the cross of the English flag when Washington first gave it to the breeze in Cambridge, but replaced later by a cluster of stars, which keep a tally of the number of States in the Union What wealth of history its subsequent career as the national emblem suggests, making it almost vocal with speech \ The corps, division, and brigade all



of



the



flags



!



flags,



too, told a little story



already described. business



it



was



of their own, in



a manner



But there were other flags, whose sole and the stories they



to talk to one another,



told were immediately written 394



down



for the benefit of the
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These



flags
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were Signal flags, and the talk were known in



men who used them and made them the service as the Signal Oorps^



What was



this corps for ?



Well, to answer that question



would make quite a story, but, in brief, I may say that it was for the purpose of rapid and frequent communication between different portions of the land or naval forces. The army might be engaged with the enemy, on the march, or in camp, yet these signal men, with their flags, were serviceable in either situation, and in the at length



former often especially so ning,



and present a



;



but I will begin at the begin-



brief sketch of the origin of the Signal



Corps.



The system



of signals used in both armies during



—



the



with one man Albert J. Mj'er, who was born in Newburg, N. Y. He entered the army as assistant surgeon in 1854, and, while on duty in New Mexico and vicinity, the desirability of some better method of rapid communication than that of a messenger impressed itself upon him. This conviction, strengthened by his previous lines of thought in the same direction, he finally wrought out in a system of motion telegraphy,* Eecogniziug to some extent the value of his system. Congress created the position of Chief Signal Officer of the •army, and Surgeon Myer was appointed by President Buchanan to fill it. Up to some time in 1863 Myer was not the Chief Signal Officer alone, but the only signal officer commissioned as such, all others then in the corps and there were quite a number being simply acting signal officers on detached service from various regiments. One of the officers in the regular army, whom Surgeon Eebellion



originated



—



—



* These facts are taken from a small pamphlet written by Lieutenant J. Brown of West Medford, Mass., and issued by the' Signal Corps Association. Other facts pertaining to signalling have been derived from Manual of Signals," written by General Myer (Old Probabilities) himWillard



"A



aelf, since



the war.
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Myer had instructed in signalling while in New Mexico, went over to the enemy when the war broke out and organized a corps for them.



From



this small



As



Corps.



'



beginning of one



man grew up



the Signal



soon as the value of the idea had fairly pene-



trated the brains of those whose appreciation was needed to



make



it



men



of practical value, details of



wei'e



made from



the various regiments around Washington, and placed in



camps



of instruction to learn the use of the " Signal Kit,"



The



so called.



seven



flags,



chief article



in



two



varying from



this



feet



was a



kit to



six



series



feet



of



square.



Three of these flags, one six feet, one four feet, and one two were white, and had each a block of red in



feet square,



the centre one-third the the flag



;



that



is,



dimensions of



a flag six feet squai'e



had a centre two feet square two flags were black with white centres, and two were red with white centres. When the flags were in use, they were tied to a staff, whose length varied with tlie size ;



of the flag to be used; to signal



was



If the distance



great, or obstructions



in-



tervened, a long staff and a large flag JL



n



were necessary; but the four-foot was the one in most common use.



3^0J



flag



It will be readily inferred that the lan-



guage of these flags was to be addressed to the eye and not the ear. To make that language plain, then, they must be distinctly seen by the persons whom they This were of different addressed.



PLATE



1.



will explain colors.



nals, the color of flag to



why



they



In making



sig-



be used depended



upon the color of background against which it was to appear. For example, a white flag, even with its red centre, could not be easily seen against the ,



TALKING FLAGS AND TORCHES. sky as a backgroxind. In such a situation a black flag was necessary. With green or darkcolored backgrounds the white flag was used, and in fact this was the flag of



the



having all



'



signal



been



service,



used,



probability,



in



nine



times out of every ten that signals were made.



Before the deaf and



dumb could



!



r--



be taught to



39T



;
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Plate 1 represents a



member



COFFEE.



of the Signal Corps in posi-



holding the flag directly above his head, the staff This is the position vertical, and grasped by both hands. tion,



all the motions were made. " Plate 2 represents the flagman making the numeral " 2



from which



or the letter " right



and



i."



This was done by waving the flag to the



instantly returning



" 1 " the



it



flag



was waved



returned as before.



See plate



make



as the letter



waving the



"t" and



the



flag directly to



to a vertical position. to 3.



the



left,



To



and instantly



This the code translated



word "the." "5^' was made by the front, and returning at once



to the vertical.



The



signal code



symbols, which



could



all



most commonly used included but two



made



it



the letters of



simple to use. tlie



With



these, not only



alphabet and the numerals be



communicated, but an endless variety of syllables, words, and statements besides. As a matter of fact, however, it contained several thousand combinations of numerals with the significance of each combination attached to it. Let me illustrate still further by using the symbols "2" phrases,



and"l." Let us suppose the flagman to make the signal for "1," and follow it immediately with the motion for "2." This would naturally be read as 12, which the code showed to mean O. Similarly, two consecutive waves to the right, or 22, represented the letter N. Three waves to the right and one to the left, or 2221, stood for the syllable tion. So by repeating the symbol^ and changing the combinations we might have, for example, 2122, meaning the enemy are advancing ; or 1122, the cavalry have halted or 12211, three guns in position; or 1112, two miles to the * all of which would appear in the code. left,



—



Let us join a signal party for the sake of observing the of communicating a message. Such a party, if



method



complete, was composed of three persons, officer



viz.,



the signal



(commissioned) in charge, with a telescope and



field-
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the flagman, with his kit, and. an orderly to take if the station was only temporary.



charge of the horses,



The point



selected from



which



to signal



ing position, whether a mountain, a



The



house-top.



takes position,



must be a command-



hill,



a tree-top, or a



station having been attained, the flagman



and the



officer



sweeps the horizon and



inter-



mediate territory with his telescope to discover another signal station, where a second officer and flagman are posted.



Having discovered such



man



station, the



a,



officer directs his



This he does by signalling the number of the station (for each station had a number), reto "call" that station.



is seen and answered. It keep a man on the lookout,



peating the same until his signal



was the custom



at stations to



Having got the



with the telescope, for signals, constantly.



attention of the opposite station, the officer sends his message.



The flagman was not supposed to know the import of which he waved out with his flag. The officer



the message called the



numerals, and the flagman responded with the



required motions almost automatically, when well practised^ At the end of each word motion " 5 " was made once ; at the end of a sentence " 55 " ; and of a message " 555." There were a few words and syllables which were conveyed



by a single motion



words had by beginners. Skilled signalists, however, used many abbreviations, and rarely found it necessary to spell out a word in full. So much for the manner of sending a message. Now let us join the party at the station where the message is being received. There we simply find the officer sitting at his teleto be spelled out



of the flag letter



by



;



but, as a rule, the



letter,



at least



.



message being sent to him. Should he fail to understand any word, his own flagman signals a.i interrliption, and dTsks a repetition of the message from the Such occurrences were not frequent, last word understood. scope- reading' the



however.



The



•



'



.



-



•



services of the Signal Corps were just as needful



and
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valuable by night as in daylight



;



COFFEE. but, as the flags could not



then talk understandingly, Talking Torches were substituted for them. As a " point of reference " was needful, by which to interpret the torch signals made, the flagman lighted a "foot torch," at which he stood firmly while he signalled with the " flying torch." This latter was attached to a staff



same length as the flagstaff, in fact, usually the flagThese torches were of copper, and filled with turpentine. At the end of a message the flying torch was of the



staff itself.



extinguished.



The



rapidity with which messages were sent



by



experi-



enced operators was something wonderful to the uneducated looker-on. An ordinary message of a few lines can be sent in ten minutes, and the rate of speed is much increased where officers have worked long together, and understand each other's methods and. abbreviations. Signal messages, have been sent twenty-eight miles; but that is exceptional. The conditions of the atmosphere and the location of stations were seldom favorable to such longdistance signalling. Ordinarily, messages were not sent more than six or seven miles, but there were exceptions. Here is a familiar but noted one: In the latter part of September, 1864, the Rebel army under Hood set out to destroy the railroad communications of Sherman, who was then at Atlanta. The latter soon learned that Allatoona was the objective point of the enemy. As it was only held by a small brigade, whereas the enemy was seen advancing upon it in much superior numbers, Sherman signalled a despatch from Vining's Station to Kenesaw, and from Kenesaw to Allatoona, whence it was again signalled to Rome. It requested General Corse, who was at the latter place, to hurry back to the assistance of Allatoona. Meanwhile, Sherman was propelling the» main body of his army in the same direction. On reaching Kenesaw, "the signal officer reported," says Sherman, in his Memoirs, " that since daylight he had failed to obtain any answer to his call '



—



.
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Allatoona ; but while I was with him he caught a faint glimpse of the tell-tale flag through an embrasure, and after much time he made out these letters for



'C



'R' 'S' 'E' 'H' 'E' 'R'



and translated the message Corse is here.' It was a source of great relief, for it gave me the first assurance that General Corse had received his orders, and that the place was '



adequately garrisoned."



General Corse has informed the line.



two



signal stations



me



that the distance between



was about sixteen miles



in an air



Several other messages passed later between these



stations,



among them



ferred to



:



this one,



which has been often



re-



—



Allatoona, Georgia, Oct. 6, 1864 2 p. m. Captain L. M. Dattost, Aide-de-camp: I am short a cheek-bone and an ear, but am able to whip all h 1 yet. My losses are heavy. force moving from Stilesboro to Kingston gives me



—



—



A



some



anxiety.



Tell



me where Sherman is. John M. Cokse,



Brigadier-General.



The occasions which called the Signal Corps into activity were various, but they were most frequently employed in reporting the movements of troops, sometimes of the Union, sometimes of the enemy. They took post on elevated stations, whether a hill, a tall tree, or the top of a building. Any position from which they could command a broad view of the surrounding country



was occupied



for their purpose.



nature did not always provide a suitable place for lookout, art came to the rescue, and signal towers of considerable height were built for, this class of workers, who, like the If



cavalry, were the " eyes " of the



army



if



not the ears.



I



remember several of these towers which stood before Petersburg in 18.64. They were of especial use there in observing



movements of troops within the enemy's lines, as they stood, I should judge, from one hundred to one hundred and fifty feet high. Although these towels were erected the
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somewhat



COFFEE.



to the rear of the Uiiion



main



lines,



and were a



very open trestling, they were yet a conspicuous target for the enemy's long-range guns and mortar-shells. Sometimes the nerve of the flagman was put to a very severe test, as he stood on the summit of one of these frail structures waving his flag, his situation toO like that of Mahomet's coffin, while the Whit-



worth bolts whistled sociably by him,



"



saying,



Where



is



?



he



"



Where or,



is



he



?



by another



interpretation,



"Which one^



Which one?"



iTad one of these



bolts



hit



a



corner post



of



the



lookout, the chances for the flag-



man and "his



lieutenant to reach



new route would have been favorable, although the the earth by a



engineers



who



built



them claimed away the



that with three posts cut



tower would still stand. But, as a matter of fact, I believe no shot ever seriously injured one of the towers, though tons weight of iron must have been hurled at them. The roof of the Avery House, before Petersburgi was used ,fbr a signal station, and the shells of the enemy's guns often tore through



SIGNAL TREE-TOP.



below much to the alarm of the signal men above. Signalling was carried- on during an engagement between different parts of the armj-. By calling for needed re-enforcements, or giving news of their approach, or requesting ammunition, or reporting moven^ents of the enemy, or noting the effects of shelling, in these and a hundred- Idndl'ed ways the corps- made their services invaluable to the troops. Sometimes signal officers on Shore- communicated with others -



—



-
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on shipboard, and, in one instance, Lieutenant Brown told that through the infonnatiou he imparted to a gunboat off Suffolk, in 1863, regarding the effects of the shot which were thrown from it. General Longstreet had since written



me



him that the fire was so accurate he was compelled The sigdraw his troops. nals were made from the tower of the Masonic Hall in Suffolk, whence they were taken np by another signal party on the river bluff, and thence communicated to the



to with-



gunboat.



Not. long since. General Sherman, in conversation, alluded to a correspondent " of the New York " Herald whom he had threatened to hang, declaring that had he done so his " death would have saved ten thousand lives."



The



relation of this



anecdote brings out another interesting phase of signal-



corps operations.



It



seems



that one of our signal cers



offi-



had succeeded in read-



A



SIGNAL.



TOWER BEFORE PETERSBURG, VA.



ing the signal code of the



enemy, and had communicated the same to his



fellow-offi-



code in their possession, the corps was furnish valuable information directly from Rebel enabled to headquarters, by reading the Rebel signals, continuing to do so during the Chattanooga and much of the Atlanta camcers.



With



this



the enemy's signal flags were often plainly Suddenly this source of information was completely visible. publish alt cut off by the ambition of the correspondent to paign,



when



.
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the news, and the natural result was the



enemy changed



the code. This took place just before Sherman's attack on Kenesaw Mountain (June, 1864), and it is to the hundreds



slaughtered there that he probably refers. General Thomas was ordered to arrest the reporter, and have him hanged as a spy but old " Pap " Thomas' kind heart banished him to ;



the north of the Ohio for the remainder of the war, instead.



When Sherman's headquarters were at Big Shanty, there was a signal station located in his rear, on the roof of an old gin-house, and this signal officer, having the "key" to the enemy's signals, reported to Sherman that he had translated " Send an this signal from Pine Mountain to Marietta, which was the' first ambulance for General Polk's body," tidings received by our army that the fighting bishop had been slain. He Avas hit. by a shell from a volley of artillery fired by order of General Sherman. To the men in the other arms of the service, who saw this mysterious and almost continuous waving of. flags,'it seemed as if every motion was fraught with momentous import. " What could it all be about? " they would ask one another. A signal station was located, in '(31-2, on the top of what was known as the Town Hall (since burned) in Poolesville, Md., within a few rods of vay company's camp, and, to the



—



—



my



an hour of daylight passed withThis particular squad of men did not seem at all fraternal, but kept aloof, as if (so we thought) they feared they might, in an unguarded moment, iinpart some of the important secret information which had been received by them from the station at Sugar Loaf Mountain or Seneca. Since the war, best of



recollection, not



out more or less flag-waving from that point.



I have learned that their apparently excited and energetic performances were, for the most part, only practice between stations for the purpose of acquiring .-familiarity with the code^ and facility in using it. It may be thought that the duties of the Signal Corps were always performed in positions where their personal ,



;
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was never imperilled.



At



But such was



405 far



from the



the battle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864, a signal



cer



had climbed a



the



fire of



tall pine-tree, for



offi-



the purpose of directing



a section of Union artillery, which- was stationed



at its foot, the



country being so wooded and broken that the



could not certainly see the position of the enemy. officer had nailed a succession of cleats up the trunk, The and was on the platform which he had made in the top of artillerists



the tree, acting as signal officer, charge, capturing the two guns,



when



the Rebels



and shot the



officer



made



a



dead at



his post.



During the battle of Gettysburg, or, at least, while Sickles was contending at the Peach Orchard against odds, the signal men had their flags flying from Little Round Top but when the day was lost, and Hood with his Texans pressed towards that important point, the signal officers folded their flags, and prepared to visit other and less dangerous scenes. At that moment, however. General Warren of the Fifth Corps appeared, and ordered them to keep their signals waving as if a host were immediately behind them, which they did. From the important nature of the duties which they performed, the



enemy could not look upon them with very made apparent on every



tender regard, and this, fact they



opportunity. Here is an incident which, I think, has never been published When General Nelson^s division arrived at Shiloh, Lieutenant Joseph Hinson, commanding the Signal Corps attached to it, crossed the Tennessee and reported to General :



—



which he established a station on that side of the river, from which messages were sent having reference The crowd of stragto the disposition of Nelson's troops. glers (presumably from Grant's army) was so great as to continually obstruct his view, and in consequence he pressed into service -a guard from among the stragglers themselves Lieutenant to keep his view clear, and placed his associate, Buell, after



HABD TACK AND



40ft



Hart, in charge. riding



COFFEE.



Grant himself came would have it, came into



Presently General



up the bank, and,



as luck



Catching sight of a cavin it, in his impatience, Lieutenant Hart sang out " Git out of the way there I Ain't you got no sense ? " Whereupon Grant very quietly apologized for his carelessness, and rode over to the side of General Buell. When the lieutenant found he had been addressing or "dressing " a major-general, his confusion can be imagined. (See frontispiece). Lieutenant Hinson's line of vision.



alry boot, without stopping to see



who .was



:



One more



incident illustrating the utility of signalling



will close the chapter



:



—



Sherman Hazen down the right bank of the Ogeechee to take the fort by assault, and himself rode down the left bank to a rice plantation, where General Howard had established a signal station to overlook the river and watch for vessels. The station was built on the top of a rice-mill. From this point the fort was visible, three miles away. In due time a commotion .in the fort indicated the approach of After arriving before Fort McAllister, General



sent General



.



Hazen's troops, and the signal



officer



discovered a signal



which he found was latter inquiring if Sherman was there. He was Hazen's, the answered affirmatively, and informed that Sherman expected flag,



about three miles above the



fort,



Finally Hazen signalled was ready, and was told to go ahead. Meanwhile, a small United States steamer had been descried coming up the fort to be carried before night. that he



the river, and, noticing the party at the rice-mill, the follow-



ing dialogue between signal flags ensued " Who are you ? "



:



—



.



" General Sherman." "Is Fort McAllister taken ? " "r Not yet but it will be in a minute." And in a few minutes it was taken, and the fact signalled to the naval officers on the boat, who were not in sight of ;



,



the fort.
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