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Book 31



Roadmovie Voahangy Greece, Ionian Islands - Paxos to Ithaka May 6-15, 2007 Listen



Ecouter



This has been one of these magic weeks, where most things came together nicely to make it a truly enjoyable holiday. The weather is warm and sunny (the locals reckon it’s a heatwave, not suppose to be so hot in May), the water is finally reaching 22 degres (warm enough to swim for Terry and I!), the islands scenery is beautiful , the locals friendly and the sailing is not bad either. Some things have not been so good, mainly mechanical problems (our starboard engine lost all its coolant due to a faulty sealing cap on the water pump, we had a toilet hose blocked and the fittings on our watermaker keep popping off), but by now, we’re on first name basis with Volvo (well, almost) and have no trouble getting the local agent over for warranty repairs. As for the rest, we keep fixing things ourselves as we go, and while it is most frustrating at times, we’ve learnt to get on with the program and focus on the good things instead of dwelling on the negatives. So where have we been? Nous avons passé une semaine super, ou nous nous sommes enfin sentis en vacances. Il fait beau et anormalement chaud, d’apres les habitants, l’eau est a 22 deg (enfin bonne pour se baigner), les iles sont magnifiques, les gens charmants et la navigation n’est pas mal non plus. Tout ne roule pas rond, mais ce sont surtout des problemes mecaniques (notre motuer tribord a perdu tout son liquide de refroidissement due a un bouchon defectueux, un de nos tuyaux dans les toilettes s’est bloque, et les joints du dessalinateur n’arretent pas de peter !) mais nous sommes assez connus a Volvo maintenant, et le concessionaire local nous a depanne de suite. Quant au reste des soucis, nous reparons tout nous memes (heureusement que Terry est un as du bricolage !), et meme si nous sommes plus qu’enerves parfois, on a appris a ne retenir que l’aspect positif des choses et ne pas trop stresser.



Lakka, Paxos A beautiful anchorage, north of the island. We arrived there on a Sunday, noticed the 6 or 7 tavernas and English pubs on the waterfront, but hardly any one there. Terry’s reaction was "another dead village". It was very different the next day, the 1st Monday in May being the official start of the charter season, the little village was "besieged" by a large number of charter yachts, we counted 30 in the bay. The kids found a new friend in Ellie, the 6 year old daughter of the English couple running the pub on the wharf, and Terry was entertained no end by the constant stream of charter yachts struggling with their anchoring technique. I know, we’re mean, but as the flotillas are travelling in groups with the help of a sailing director, no one gets hurt and they’re fun to watch. The whole village seems to be catering solely for the yachties, with dining options as varied as greek tavernas (very good and cheap), italian restaurants and "international cuisine", which wouldn’t be out of place on the Cairns Esplanade. Fancy finding dishes like "Caribbean Chicken" on a greek island, but then again, after a few days one may become "moussakaded out". We certainly contributed to the local economy, by patronizing the local pub and tavernas, and also buying litres of local olive oil, Paxos is renowned for (Harrods in London, supposedly only sells Paxos olive oil!) Un mouillage tres sympa au nord de l’ile. Nous sommes arrives le dimanche, en remarquant que les 6 ou 7 pubs et tavernas en front de mer etaient vides. Quel changement le lendemain,le 1er lundi de Mai etant le debut officiel de la saison des charters, le petit village a ete « assiege » par un grand nombre de bateaux de charters, nous en compte 30 dans la baie. Les enfants se sont fait une nouvelle amie, Ellie, la fille du couple britannique qui gerent le pub sur le quai, et Terry s’est amuse a regarder les bateaux qui essayaient tant bien que mal de s’ammarrer sur le quai. C’est un peu vilain de notre part, mais il y a toujours une escorte qui les accompagne pour eviter les degats. Toute l’existence du village semble tourner autour des besoins des plaisanciers. Le choix de restaurations est tres vaste : des tavernas (tres bonnes et pas trop cheres), restaus italiens et autres etablissements offrant de la cuisine internationale, comme on en trouve des douzaines a Cairns. Imaginez trouver un « poulet a l’antillaise » en Grece. Quoique, apres quelques jours de « Moussaka » ... our notre part, on a contribute a l’economie locale en s’approvisionant en huile d’olive locale, pour laquelle Paxos est appremment fameuse.
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Lakka seen from the boat



Fiskardo harbour, tied up at the public jetty



Lefkas Town, Lefkas We headed down to Lefkas island, having booked a berth at the marina (we were expecting a parcel from France). Great sailing, the last 3 miles approaching Lefkas were spent motoring down a canal, cut through salt marshes. The marina, while modern and well protected, was extremely expensive (105 euros a night) and, as in Corfu, did not have drinkable water. Had it not been for our incoming parcel, and engine repairs, we would have left immediately! To add salt to the wound, we found out the next day, that the public jetty is available for a mere 10 euros a night. The problem was finding a space for us. On a brighter note, it was Anne’s 4 th birthday this week, and I had a request to bake her a "pink cake". I spent 3 days both in Lakka and Lefkas looking for pink food colouring, to no avail. In fact, my search attracted dismayed looks from the shopkeepers, who were wondering why on earth I would want to colour food red! In the end, Anne settled for a white frosted cake with strawberries, and rainbow sprinkle. With all this foraging in the local supermarkets, I realized how different our dietary and culinary habits are. Fresh meat is hard to find ( except in large Woolworth style supermarkets), I have not been able to locate a fresh fish shop (it’s all frozen), however olive oil, eggs, feta cheese, fresh fruits and vegetables, are plentiful! Our fridge is stocked with feta, mint and zucchinis (it used to be camembert, saucisson and tarragon in France, mozzarella, basil and prosciutto in Italy). I don’t drink as much wine, due to the peculiar taste of the local drop, but am becoming addicted to "Frappe", the greek version of iced cappuccino, which can be served with
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or without milk. It’s more refreshing than hot coffee, but with the same kick. I made the mistake of letting Marc have one once (he loves it too), and it had the same effect on him as a can of Coke!! Back to Lefkas, we loved the old town, with its main square surrounded by cheap and excellent tavernas. Lots of local families go there in the evening, and it is so nice to see other parents sitting down with drinks in the cafes, while the kids are running happily around the square. One thing we found about Greece, is their love of family and children. Marc and Anne have been welcomed everywhere, been given free drinks in bars, taken for rides... Marc broke a glass souvenir in a shop once (fiddling around), and while Terry and I admonished him very strongly, the shop keeper nearly chastised us for being harsh on him! "he’s such a beautiful boy, look now he’s all upset, where’s his smile?, there are worst things in life than breaking glass! Here, take a souvenir home for free, to remember your visit in my shop!" No joke, I was not sure whether to admire his kindness or resent his intrusion in our disciplining Marc. He might have been a wise man though, because Marc felt bad all day after that and didn’t touch anything or utter a word until we came home! And the greek kids must be the friendliest I’ve met: go to any playground with local children there, and they will gather around Marc and Anne, curious to know about them. The standard line of questioning is: "Where you from? How old are you? What’s your name? Do you like Greece? Can you speak other languages? Do you like soccer?" All in high school English, speaking so fast and so loud, Marc finds it impossible to get a word in, other than yes or no (we’re talking about fog-horned Marc who can’t stop talking!). The rest of the island is a gem, a succession of (yet more) beautiful anchorages. Lefkas (ou Leucade en Francais)est l’ile suivante ou nous avons reserve une place a la marina. Les 3 derniers miles de la navigation se sont passes le long d’un canal creuse a travers une grande lagune de marais salants. La marina, certes tres moderne et protegee, etait super chere, et comme a Corfu, sans eau potable. Si ce n’etait pas pour l’attente d’un colis de France, nous serions partis tout de suite. D’autant plus que nous avons appris le lendemain, que la jetee publique ne coute que 10 euros par nuit ! Fait plus agreable, Anne a fete ses 4 ans cette semaine et m’a demande de lui faire un gateau rose. J’ai passe 3 jours a Lakka et Lefkas a chercher du colorant alimentaire rouge, sans succes. En fait, les marchands me regardaient d’;un oeil bizzarre, en se demandant « quelle idee ! » Finalement Anne s’est contentee d’un gateau blanc couvert de fraises. On s’est donc apercus des differences alimentaires entres nos cultures. J’ai beaucoup de mal a trouver de la viande fraiche (sauf dans de grands supermarches), ainsi que des poissoneries (tous les poissons et fruits de mer sont congeles). Par contre si on veut de l’huile d’olive, des oeufs, de la fetta, et des fruits et legumes, il y en a plein ! Notre frigo est plein de fetta, menthe et courgettes. On ne boit plus beaucoup de vin, du au gout douteux de la production locale, mais on a decouvert le « Frappe », qui est la version grecque du cappucion froid. C’est bien plus rafraichissant qu’un cafe, avec autant d’effet. Marc en a commande un une fois, et ca lui a fai le meme effet qu’un Coca. Plus jamais ! Pour en revenir a Lefkas, nous avons adore la vieille ville, avec sa grande place pietonniere, entouree de tavernas. Beaucoup de famille s’y rassemblent le soir venu, et c’est tres agreable de se retrouver parmi des parents buvant un verre en terrace, pendant que des dizaines d’enfants gambadent bruyamment sur la place. Une chose est certaine en Grece : ils adorent la vie de famille et les enfants. Marc et Anne ont ete acceuillis partout a bras ouvert. Marc a brise un bibelot dans un magasin de souvenirs un jour, et alors que Terry et moi le grondions, le marchand nous a presque reproche d’etre trop severe avec lui ! Ses propres mots etaient « c’est un garcon charmant qui est tout triste maintenant ! Il ya pire dans la vie que de casser un bibelot. Tiens emporte en un gratuitement pour te souvenir de ta visite dans ma boutique ! ». Je ne savais pas s’il me fallait admirer sa gentillesse ou comsidere son intervention comme une intrusion dans notre politique disciplinaire familiale! Quant aux enfants grecques, ils sont des plus gentils. Ils sont tres curieux de faire connaissance avec Marc et Anne, posant un tas de questions dans un anglais approximatif (mais meilleur que notre grec). Ils sont tellement excites, ils crient et gesticulent de partout, le pauvre Marc ne peut en placer une !
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Anne’s birthdays



Anchored and tied up to olive trees, Lefkada



Anne in Sivota, Lefkada



Fiskardo (Cephalonia) One of our favourite stops. We moored to the public wharf, which happened to be lined with tavernas. The day we arrived, the Seabourne cruise ship was in town, and hundred of guests were enjoying a nice Sunday lunch on the waterfront. Well, were we popular, when we tied up and our stern ended up not even a meter from the tables! If they were put off, we felt ourselves like being in a zoo, observed by 50 people. Luckily, they left a couple of hours later , to be replaced by (you guessed it) charter boats. Fiskardo is very picturesque, with muticoloured buildings dating back to last century, it sits in a stunning location overlooking the other island of Ithaka, and was a perfect base to tour the rest of the island by car. Driving along the spectacular west coast of Cephalonia is a hair raising experience as the road winds its way thru limestone cliffs dropping into the sea, a few hundreds meters down! We had a fantastic time here, Anne made friends with the taverna owners daughters, so she spent half her time in their restaurant, while the girls would come on board and play Barbies. Marc would swim off the boat in the harbour (that’s how clear the water is), while Terry and I would while away the hours talking with the taverna owner and a few other yachties around. This is as good as it gets!



http://lhratsim.free.fr/roadmovie.voahangy



13/06/2007



Roadmovie Voahangy - Book 31 - May 6-15, 2007 - Greece, Ionian Islands - Paxos to... Page 5 of 6



We would have stayed there longer, enjoying the locals hospitality, but being moored to the public jetty, meant there was no electricity (for 12 euros a night, we did not complain) and we felt guilty about running our generator so close to the taverna. They put up with our noise for 2 days as it is. Fiskardo est une de nos etapes preferees. Nous avons amarre a la jetee publique, qvec des tavernas tout le long. Le jour de notre arrivee, le paquebot « Seabourne » etait amarre dans la baie, et les passagers dejeunaient tranquillement sur le quai. Ils ont adore se retouver a moins d’un metre de notre annexe ! Meme pour nous, on avait l’impression d’etre dans un zoo, observes par 50 personnes d’aussi pres. Heureusement ils sont tous partis 2 heures apres, pour etre remplaces par des bateaux charters. C’est un village tres pittoresque, d’ou nous avons loue une voiture pour faire le tour de l’ile. La route le long de la cote est spectaculaire. Anne s’est fait des copines avec les filles du restaurateur d’en face, passant la plupart de son temps dans sa taverna, alors que les petites filles venaient a bord jouer aux Barbies. Marc, lui, a passe son temps a plonger et nager autour du bateau, l’eau etant tellement belle, pendant que Terry et moi passiions notre a tmeps a bavarder avec le restaurateur ou d’autres plaisanciers de passage comme nous. La belle vie, quoi ! Nous aurions pu rester plus longtemps, mais comme nous n’avions pas d’electricite sur la jetee, nous ne voulions pas faire tourner notre groupe electrogene si pres de la taverna. Tied to public jetty in Fiskardo, perfect !



Overlooking Fiskardo harbour at sunset



Myrtos beach, Cephalonia (it’s rough pebbles not sand!)



Anne and friends in Fiskardo
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Vathi (Ithaka) Armed with the marine pilote and the greek mythology book, we’re looking for traces of Ulysses, Ithaka supposed to be his home island. I’m disappointed that there are no archeological sites, just myths says Terry. And for the record, we’re still looking for this nice white sandy beach, where you won’t hurt your toes walking on pebbles. But we found plenty of gorgeous deserted anchorages where you can swim off the boat! We loved the Ionians. May is evidently the best time to visit the islands, with still enough quiet anchorages to share and the locals aren’t yet frazzled by too many tourists. The weather was perfect, we could have had more wind, but I am sure that will come soon enough once we get to the other side, in the Aegean Sea. Avec les instructions nautiques dans une main, l’Odysse dans l’autre, nous partons sur les traces d’Ulysse a Ithaka, son royaume. Quelle deception de parcourir ces lieux mythologiques et de ne trouver aucune trace du palais d’Ulysse, ni du rouet dePenelope. Quant aux plages de sable blanc, nous cherchons toujours. Nous avons quand meme trouve des mouillages de reve, ou on peut plonger du bateau, tout n’est pas perdu ! Nous avons beaucoup aime les iles Ioniennes. Le mois de Mai est la periode ideale pour s’y rendre, les mouillages ne sont pas encore trop encombres et les habitants sont tres aimables, avant l’arrivee des hordes de touristes. Le temps etait parfait, on aurait pu faire avec plus de vent, mais je sui sure que cela va changer, une fois de l’autre cote, en Mer Egee.



Port Vathi, Ithaka (perfect anchorage)
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