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Clement Henry and Robert Springborg Globalization and the Politics of Development in the Middle East (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 2001, 258pp.)



The present era of globalisation of the economy is not new, but as an organising concept for policy makers to view the world, it dates from 1991 and the formal end of the Soviet zone of influence which had some of the structures of an alternative trading system. The rapid pace of globalisation requires that research and practice keep up with the speed of the changes in order to reduce unnecessary risks and to provide legitimacy and confidence in the world system. However, within the world society – as within national societies – there are many different interests. At the world level, there are not yet the consensus-building techniques found in public and private institutions at the national level. Nor at the world level are there the educational, health, and social safety nets which cushion change at the national level. It is difficult to look at the world system as a whole. It is useful to look at the impact of globalisation on areas which share a certain history of economic, cultural and political interaction. Such is the thesis of this study which looks at the economy and politics of North Africa and the Middle East “defined here as extending from Morocco to Turkey along the southern and eastern shores of the Mediterranean and as far east as Iran and south to the Sudan, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen “ – some 400 million inhabitants. As the authors state “We are convinced that globalisation should be the starting point for understanding economic change in the region. It is the primary thesis against which all countries of the region are struggling to form responses. The widely perceived analogy, at least in the Middle East and North Africa, between today’s globalisation and yesterday’s colonialism provides an analytical framework with which to understand not only the region’s response as a whole to ‘awlaama (the newly coined Arabic term for globalisation) but also the strategies employed by individual countries and particular social forces within them.” All of the regimes in the area are confronted with the challenges and opportunities of globalisation, yet they also share a defensive legacy ingrained by over two centuries of interaction with major European powers, joined in the past half-century by the United States. As the authors note “with the formal freeing of much of the region after World War II, regional powers, including Iran, Israel, and Turkey as well as Arab states, supplemented traditional interventions of the Great Powers vying for influence over their smaller neighbours …The creation of Israel in 1948 also contributed to the militarization of the surrounding states of Syria, Jordan, and Egypt, just as the advent of the Cold War reinforced the Northern Tier of Turkey, Iraq and Iran. Part of the reason why the economies of the region appear to be so underdeveloped, despite their tremendous mineral resources and proximity to European markets, is their excessive military expenditures over the past half century.” For the authors, the political structures of the State largely determine the use of economic resources. They divide the States into three types: praetorian republics ( Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Libya, Palestine, Syria, Sudan, Tunisia, and Yemen); monarchies (Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates); democracies (Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Turkey). Among the praetorian republics, there are the more defensive



“bunker states – ruled physically or metaphorically from bunkers: Algeria, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Sudan, and Yemen.” The analysis of Algeria, where 132 years of colonialism largely undermined social forces but where the liberation struggle of 1954 to 1962 created new clans based on friends, cousins, and military units is particularly well done. For the authors, imperialism and its legacy, more than any other factor, determined the nature of the regimes in the post-colonial era. “The working hypotheses of this book are that politics drives economic development and that the principal obstacles to development in the region have been political rather than economic or cultural in nature.” Most of the States in the area have brittle regimes that are unable to respond flexibly and dynamically to rapidly changing economic threats and opportunities. The response of the ruling groups has been defensive. Yet the forces of globalisation cannot be entirely contained or channelled by ruling elite, and we are likely to see ever greater diversity in the socio-economic paths followed. René Wadlow
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