






[image: PDFHALL.COM]






Menu





	 maison
	 Ajouter le document
	 Signe
	 Créer un compte







































Gaze Control in Humans: Eye-Head Coordination ... - Research

for gaze shifts ranging from 30 to 160â€�, head perturbations ... cadic eye movement can be programmed in- ... In either case, how does the gaze trajectory. 

















 Télécharger le PDF 






 6MB taille
 3 téléchargements
 309 vues






 commentaire





 Report




















JOURNAL OF NEUROPHYSIOL~GY Vol. 58, No. 3, September 1987. Printed



in U.S.A.



Gaze Control in Humans: Eye-Head Coordination During Orienting Movements to Targets Within and Beyond the Oculomotor Range D. GUITTON



AND



M. VOLLE



Montreal NeurologicalInstitute and Departmentof Neurology and Neurosurgery, McGill uiziversity, Mont&al, QukbecH3A 2B4, Canada



SUMMARY



AND



CONCLUSIONS



1. Gaze, the direction of the visual axis in space, is the sum of the eye position relative to the head (E) plus head position relative to space (H). In the old explanation, which we call the oculocentric motor strategy, of how a rapid orienting gaze shift is controlled, it is assumed that I) a saccadic eye movement is programmed with an amplitude equal to the target’s offset angle, 2) this eye movement is programmed without reference to whether a head movement is planned, 3) if the head turns simultaneously the saccade is reduced in size by an amount equal to the head’s contribution, and 4) the saccade is attenuated by the vestibuloocular reflex (VOR) slow phase. 2. Humans have an oculomotor range (OMR) of about t55 O.The use of the oculocentric motor strategy to acquire targets lying beyond the OMR requires programming saccades that cannot be made physically. 3. We have studied in normal human subjects rapid horizontal gaze shifts to visible and remembered targets situated within and beyond the OMR at offsets ranging from 30 to 160°. Heads were attached to an apparatus that permitted short unexpected perturbations of the head trajectory. The acceleration and deceleration phases of the head perturbation could be timed to occur at different points in the eye movement. 4. Single-step rapid gaze shifts of all sizes up to at least 160° (the limit studied) could be accomplished with the classic single-eye saccade and an accompanying saccadelike head movement.



5. In gaze shifts less than ~45’, when head motion was prevented totally by the brake, the eye attained the target. For larger target eccentricities the gaze shift was interrupted by the brake and the average eye saccade amplitude was -45’, well short of the OMR. Thus saccadic eye movement amplitude was neurally, not mechanically, limited. 6. When the head’s motion was not perturbed by the brake, the eye saccade amplitude was a function of head velocity: for a given target offset, the faster the head the smaller the saccade. For gaze shifts to targets beyond the OMR and when head velocity was low, the eye frequently attained the 45” position limit and remained there, immobile, until gaze attained the target. 7. The accuracy of gaze shifts was excellent and independent of whether 1) the target offset angle was less or greater than 45 O, 2) the movement was made to a visible target or in the dark to a remembered target, or 3) the head’s motion was perturbed in the dark or light by the brake. 8. The results of head perturbations during saccadic eye movement were idiosyncratic. 1) In two of the four tested subjects and for gaze shifts ranging from 30 to 160”, head perturbations caused no concomitant changes in the eye movement trajectory that opposed the changes in the head’s motion. Thus there was no interaction between the VOR and the saccade signal. In these two subjects there also were no oppositely directed changes in the velocity of vestibularly induced quick phases, evoked by passive head rotations, in response to brake-induced head perturbations. 2) In another subject
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there was interaction between the VOR and the eye saccade: a brake-induced change in the head velocity caused a concomitant and oppositely directed change in the eye velocity. 3) The responses of the fourth subject were variable. 9. In those subjects that showed no VORsaccade interaction for gaze shifts > 30”, there was evidence that the strength of the influence of the head velocity signal on the saccade increased as gaze error (i.e., the angle between current gaze and desired gaze positions) became ~20”. IO. When the head was released, after being momentarily braked, gaze quickly and accurately attained the target by using the motion of the head combined with that of a second rapid eye movement that we hypothesize to be a vestibularly induced quick phase. 11. The results suggest that the gaze control system can utilize all of its available components to facilitate the motion of the visual axis toward the goal. Thus visually triggered ocular saccades, VOR slow and quick phases, may be utilized synergistically to attain a desired target. To precisely control the position of the visual axis (gaze), it is suggested that eye and head positions are monitored by corollary discharges that calculate an internal representation of current gaze position. This is compared with desired gaze position to yield an internal signal specifying gaze position error. We present a schema whereby a gaze error signal, at least in part arising in the superior colliculus, serves as the driver to the oculomotor circuitry. INTRODUCTION



A decade ago Bizzi and collaborators (5-7, 12, 27) described how monkeys move their eyes and heads simultaneously to acquire a visual target whose location and time of onset are unpredictable. A fundamental feature of the proposed motor strategy is that the trajectory of the saccadic gaze shift (gaze equals eye-relative-to-head plus head-relative-to-space) is the same irrespective of whether the head moves or is immobile. This observation, subsequently also attributed to human subjects (2, 9, 16, 17, 2 1,46,48), has been explained by assuming that the same
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saccadic eye movement is programmed to acquire the target irrespective of whether the head moves or not and that the eye saccade occurring during the head movement is attenuated, using the vestibuloocular reflex (VOR), by an amount equal to the head displacement. Therefore, the head movement both adds and linearly subtracts its contribution to the motion of the visual axis, and the gaze trajectory is the same in both the headfree and head-fixed conditions. The elegance of this hypothetical mechanism is that a saccadic eye movement can be programmed independently of the head movement and that a high degree of accuracy is achieved because the VOR, operating at unity gain, enables the gaze to reach and stay on target irrespective of the time course of the head trajectory. The mechanism whereby the VOR and saccade signals interact has been called the addition hypothesis (35) or more recently the “linear summation” hypothesis (23). We will use the latter terminology. For convenience we define the “oculocentric strategy” as the mechanisms proposed by Bizzi and colleagues, whereby a saccade of amplitude equal to target offset angle is programmed and attenuated using linear summation. Current evidence shows that saccadic eye and head movements may be initiated at quite different times relative to one another (2,6, 16, 19,46,47). Relative onset times are influenced principally by the eccentricity of the target, the predictability of its onset, and other factors such as the subject’s “mental set.” As we shall see in RESULTS, a fascinating aspect of the gaze control system is that despite this apparent independence between the motor commands sent to the eyes and head, their sum is controlled so as to preserve gaze accuracy. The oculocentric strategy described above solves this problem elegantly. However, there are three outstanding enigmas in the oculocentric strategy (19). The first relates to how targets can be acquired when their eccentricity lies beyond the subject’s oculomotor range (OMR); the second pertains to how VOR and eye saccade signals interact; the third concerns the role of vestibularly induced quick phases in gaze control. These terms are introduced below. The mechanism whereby a saccade is programmed with an amplitude equal to the target’s offset angle (in the text “target offset”
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and “target eccentricity” will be used interchangeably) is inherent to both the oculocentric strategy and to the gaze feedback model recently proposed by Laurutis and Robinson (23). However, humans have an OMR of - 55 O (see RESULTS). Thus gaze shifts > 55Orequire in both schemesthe programming of saccadeslarger than those physically possible with the head fixed. One simple alternative to this dilemma is for humans not to make single-stepgaze shifts > 55 O.For example a 130° gaze shift could be performed in a steplike sequence of three gaze shifts: 55, 55, and 20”, respectively. However, single-step gaze shifts > 55O have been reported in human subjects with unrestrained heads (for example, see Refs. 2, 17, 23, 36, 46). Furthermore, as we shall see below, the accuracy of such large gaze shifts is excellent. For gaze shifts to targets beyond the OMR the question arisesasto the mechanisms that control eye saccade amplitude and how the eye and head movements are coordinated. Is the eye simply led to abut against the mechanical limits imposed by the OMR or are the limits to eye motion imposed neurally? In either case, how does the gaze trajectory reflect the limitations to eye rotation? In the cat we have found (18, 19, 37) that a saccade smaller than the OMR is programmed; i.e., that eye position is neurally not mechanically limited. In spite of this limit the cat can make single-step gaze shifts to targets beyond the OMR. This led to our proposal that the visual axis is controlled by a gaze feedback system whereby the neural machinery is driven by a gaze position error signal. The first problem to be considered in this paper is the control, in human subjects, of eye saccade and gaze movement amplitudes and trajectories during gaze shifts to targets within and beyond the OMR. For targets beyond the OMR the results show that saccade amplitude is neurally limited and necessarily smaller than target offset angle. The second enigma in the oculocentric view is the mechanism by which the saccade signal is attenuated by head motion. Two possibilities have been suggested.In the first (35,44) the pulse generator signal driving the saccadeis summed with a head velocity signal provided by the vestibular nuclei (VN). In the second (15, 23, 30, 3 1, 35, 37) the
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pulse generator is driven by a gaze error signal (desired gaze minus actual gaze), and head velocity is not summed with the pulse generator output. This motor organization has been called the gaze feedback hypothesis. Note that in both the “addition” and gaze feedback hypotheses, for a given target eccentricity, the saccade amplitude will be smaller head free than it is head fixed. One way of experimentally investigating this motor organization is to suddenly and unexpectedly brake the head during the saccade (12, 15, 19, 23, 41). In this condition, visual feedback is too slow to modulate the saccade, and neck proprioceptive influences are negligible (5,7,25,39). Thus in the gaze feedback hypothesis a sudden immobilization of the head should not cause a fast-acting acceleration of the eye. Conversely, in the addition hypothesis this experimental manipulation suddenly removes the inhibitory influence of the VOR on the pulse generator, and the saccade should accelerate within lo-20 ms. The recent experiments of Laurutis and Robinson (23) using head perturbations on two human subjects have indeed suggested that a head velocity signal does not interact with saccadesaccompanying head-free gaze shifts. Analogous observations have been made by Tomlinson and Bahra (40, 41) in monkey. In cat, recent studies have shown that the addition hypothesis is valid for the initial saccade accompanying rapid, singlestep, visually triggered gaze shifts ( 15, 19) independent of gaze amplitude. However, linear summation may be absent on saccades occurring in the middle portion of the head’s trajectory during large gaze shifts (15). The second problem to be considered in this paper is that of VOR-saccade interaction. Using the accurate magnetic-field search-coil technique for measuring eye movements (see METHODS) and perturbations applied to the head trajectory we show that most often, for gaze shifts > 30”, the VOR does not seem to interact with the saccade, but that occasionally it may in some subjects. When the head is passively displaced there ensues a short latency, vestibularly induced rapid eye movement or quick phase in the direction of head rotation (2, 26). In the cat, it has been recently suggested that quick phases play a role in large gaze shifts ( 19),
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and for human subjects Barnes (2) has suggested that in active gaze shifts the saccade generator is triggered by both vestibular and central commands. The final problem to be considered in the present investigation by using the head braking technique is whether such quick phases are present during active eye-head movements in humans and if so how they interact with both the VOR and visually triggered saccades to contribute to the gaze trajectory for targets within and beyond the OMR. A preliminary version of this work has appeared elsewhere in abstract form (43).
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yr (SD = 8), participated in different experimental sessions. SubjectsGM, RN, and DT were naive with respect to this field of study. Four subjects had normal uncorrected vision. Two subjects (RD, DM) normally wore glasses for myoptic vision but did not need them for the present simple experiments, which required only that they orient to a small light in an otherwise dark environment. Indeed, all subjects gave qualitatively similar responses.



perturbed, and therefore extreme care was taken to assure that the bite bar fit snuggly about the molar teeth, up to and often past the gum line. The incisor and canine teeth were not in contact with the bite bar. The bite bar was attached to a vertical shaft by means of a universal joint that allowed about t30” of head movement in the pitch and roll planes so as to permit large head rotations that were as natural as possible about the yaw axis. The angular position of the subject’s head was monitored with both a low-torque (one turn) precision potentiometer (linearity of 0.1%) and the magnetic-field search-coil technique (24) using a coil of wire taped to the subject’s forehead. Head coil calibration was performed by having the subject align a rod, which was held to the shaft, with targets of different offsets, using only one eye to do so (see eye coil calibration, below). With the coil technique the head’s angular position could be accurately estimated to within ~0.25~ of precision at 20’ from center and about *2” at 70” from center. The moment of inertia of the head restraint system was -0.4 kg cm2 compared with head inertia estimated to be -35 kg cm2 (45). The bite-bar-shaft ensemble could be blocked by an electromagnetic brake (Electroid, static torque: 275 cm kg). This is described in the next section. Very sensitive strain gauges were connected to the shaft, and the torque measurement allowed accurate determination of the initiation of any real or attempted horizontal head movement either in the head-free or headbraked conditions.



Apparatus



Experimental



A subject sat in a chair and was held tightly but comfortably by a belt. The subject’s chair was positioned at the center of a semicircular perimeter arc (adjustable to the subject’s eye level), 115 cm from the center of rotation of the subject’s head. At this distance the angle between the central fixation point and the target is slightly different depending on whether it is measured at the center of rotation of the head or eyes (4, 10). The differences were 4 and 9% for 70 and 30° targets. The subject and perimeter arc were surrounded by black-out curtains that provided a very dim, but not totally dark, environment. The visual display consisted of a horizontal row of 17 red light-emitting diodes (LEDs) with little dispersion and high contrast edge. Each target source subtended -6 min of visual arc at the subject’s eye. LEDs were spaced symmetrically on the perimeter arc from the center position at angles of 10-80’ in the periphery. All movements were studied with the subject gripping a well-fitted custom-molded bite bar made from dental impression compound. In the experiments, head movements were mechanically



Two types of experiments were run. In the “unpredictable target” (UT) condition, stimulus programs consisted of unpredictable sequences of peripheral target presentations. A presentation consisted of illumination of the center diode (fixation point), which was extinguished when a peripheral one was unexpectedly turned on for 3 s. (Gaze shifts of 80” were started with the fixation point 20” off center, to allow more accurate use of the eye coil calibration; see below.) A trial only began if the subject’s eyes and head were aligned on the fixation point. Onset of trials was manually triggered and at least 6 s elapsed between each peripheral target presentation to give the subject time to bring his gaze back to the fixation point LED when it was switched back on. In the pseudorandom sequence of target presentations in a given session each target was presented 10 times. This UT task was used to study gaze shifts to targets whose positions were within the visual field, i.e., 5 k80” from central gaze position. In the “predictable-amplitude” (PA) condition the subject could predict the target’s offset angle but not when the target would come on. Gaze



METHODS



Subjects Six healthy adults (subjectsRD, DG, DIM, GM, RN, and DT), 5 males and 1 female, mean age 28
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shifts in this task were triggered when the fixation point went off. In the 80, 120, 140, and 160” gaze shifts the fixation point, on which both head and eyes were aligned, was not at center but located to one side at an angle one-half the total required gaze shift. Thus for 120° gaze shifts the fixation point was set at 60” to the left or right and the subject oriented to a target at a location he knew, due to practice trials, was 60” from center on the other side. Many consecutive trials, with the same required gaze shift, were usually run. This task was used primarily for studying gaze shifts to targets that had very large offsets, outside the visual field (e.g., at 120”), but for comparison was also used for targets within the field. In the UT condition the subject was instructed to “look at the fixation point and when it goes off look at the new light which will appear.” When the target lay beyond the visual field, in the PA condition, the subject was told, “when the fixation point goes off look at the peripheral light whose location you remember from the previous practice trials.” No reference was made to the need to move the head. However, to assess the effects of head velocity on the saccade trajectory, in some sessions, identified as such in RESULTS, the subject was instructed to move his head normally, slowly, or as fast as possible. For both the UT and PA conditions, in most sessions the head was unexpectedly braked randomly in one-third of the trials. In some sessions the brake was applied during head motion. These perturbations could be applied at any desired point in the head trajectory and were usually short, lasting 50- 100 ms. In other sessions the brake was triggered before the head movement even started. When head motion was totally prevented it was important that the brake not precede the head motor program by too great a time, say 50 ms. Otherwise the subject, knowing his head was to be immobilized, might alter or abort the motor signals. Therefore, variations in response latency had to be minimized. To do this the subject was maintained at his maximum level of arousal before each orienting movement, by presenting a brief tone (50 ms duration), directly in front, 250 ms before each offset target presentation. The brake immobilized the bite bar 150-200 ms after the fixation point went off and the peripheral LED came on. Brake duration could be adjusted. Usually, for the brake to totally prevent head motion, the duration was set at 500 ms to 1 s.



Eye movement recordings Eye movements were recorded with electrooculography (EOG) and the magnetic-field searchcoil technique (24; see also Ref. 19 for details on our system). In RESULTS we state how specific data were obtained.
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Bitemporal EOG was recorded in all subjects save RD, with surface electrodes attached to the outer canthus, and the signal was amplified and low-pass filtered electronically (-24 dB, 100 Hz). Frequent EOG calibrations were performed by stabilizing the subject’s head and asking him to fixate illuminated LEDs on the visual display. To avoid EOG drifts subjects were left in low-level illumination for at least 20 min before the beginning of the experiment. Interestingly the recorded signal was approximately linear in the range & 50”, which corresponds approximately to the limits of human ocular motility (see RESULTS). The accuracy was about t 1 O. In subjectsDG, RD, and RN some key experimental findings were verified by measuring eye movements simultaneously using the EOG and eye coil techniques. As stated above head movements were measured with the coil technique. Because only two quantities are needed to know any value in the equation “gaze-relative-to-space (G) equals head-relative-to-space (H) plus eye-re-head (E)“, the redundancy provided by measuring all three quantities using EOG and the coil permitted cross comparisons and reduced the uncertainty attributed to measurement error. A cube-shaped field coil structure, 64 cm on edge, provided the magnetic field and was positioned so that its center coincided with the position of the eye being measured. Search coil signals were filtered electronically (-24 dB, 200 Hz). Immediately before the experiment was to begin the eye coil (11) was placed rapidly on the eye in lowlevel illumination, after the subject had adapted to the dark for EOG stabilization. To minimize corneal irritation the eye coil was never left on for > 14-16 min, which severely limited the amount of data that could be gathered from a subject in any one session. Therefore the eye coil experiments served primarily to confirm the larger amount of data gathered with the EOG technique. The horizontal head and gaze signals were calibrated by having the subject, with teeth in the bite bar, fixate a rod attached to the vertical shaft while turning his head through t80”. In this routine the VOR was cancelled, the eye did not turn relative to the head, and the calibration accounted for both nonlinearities in the coil’s “sine” response and small variations in field strength as the eye, carried by the head, moved away from the field’s center. The potentiometer provided an accurate reference signal with which the eye and head coil signals were compared. The subject with head fixed was also required to look at illuminated LEDs at known angular displacements. The subject could not, of course, look at targets beyond his OMR but for eye movements within this range the validity of the coil’s head-free calibration procedure could be tested by comparing the head-free and head-fixed signals.
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Data analysis Amplified signals were monitored on a memory oscilloscope, a Siemens Mingograf ink-jet recorder and stored on FM magnetic tape for future processing or sampled on-line (sampling interval: 1 or 3 ms, depending on number of channels being sampled) on the laboratory minicomputer system. A software package (McKellar Designs) was used to compute various parameters (e.g., maximum velocity, duration, amplitude, latency) of each eye, head, or gaze movement after cursors were manually adjusted on the display. The beginning of the head movement was, in some subjects, precisely determined by the strain-gauge signal, which was shown to be accurately correlated with the head acceleration trace. A linearized calibration of the eye and head coils was obtained with the computer by forming a look-up table of the known head angular deviation, obtained from the potentiometer, versus the head coil and eye coil (gaze) signals, respectively. The eye displacement was obtained by subtracting the calibrated gaze and head signals. When using the EOG signal, gaze was obtained by adding the eye and head signals after accurate calibration. A digital differentiator (-3 dB, 40 Hz) could be used to derive head, eye, or gaze velocity and acceleration from the coil signal. The different filter properties applied to the velocity and position signals resulted in a slight misalignment of these traces in Figs. 8, 13- 15, respectively. RESULTS



The OMR The OMR was defined as the maximum limit of tonic eye displacement with head fixed. Subjects were encouraged to displace their visual axis as eccentrically as possible to clearly read a small (0.5 O of visual angle) alphanumeric symbol placed beyond their OMR at ~60~ peripherally. The mean of maximum eye displacement using this method was estimated to be 53 t 2” for our six subjects. Some subjects occasionally generated saccades a few degrees larger than their OMR when they attempted to orient to the very eccentric target. The visual field of our subjects extended approximately k80” from the central fixation point. Thus on the basis of the OMR size for the average subject, we can define three ranges of target offset angle (T). For about 0 < T < 53 Othe target was visible and attainable by an eye movement alone. For about 53O < T < 80° the target was visible
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but not attainable with only an eye movement, whereas for about T > 80° the target was both invisible and beyond the OMR. The largest gaze shift studied was 160”. General feature of horizontal coordinated eye-head displacements to near and far targets The question arises as to whether the different experimental conditions influenced the motor strategy, particularly whether the strategy was affected by the subject’s apprehension that the head’s motion might suddenly be interrupted. Figure 1 shows, for subject RN, head velocity versus head amplitude for both the UT (filled symbols) and PA (open symbols) conditions studied when the subject knew either that his head would never be braked (squares) or that his head was going to be perturbed by the brake in one-third of the trials (circles). (Note that only the unperturbed movements are represented.) The small scatter of the points about the common regression line suggests that none of the four different experimental conditions modified the head movement’s “main sequence.” Figure 2, A-D shows examples of rightgoing 40,60,80, and 120° gaze shifts, respectively, in subject RN. The former three examples happened by chance to occur consecutively in the UT task, whereas the 120” gaze shift (Fig. 20) was made in the PA task. This subject’s OMR was -60’. Figure 2, A-C shows that the shape and amplitudes of the eye movement trajectories, as measured by the coil and EOG techniques in this subject, were very similar. The same was true for the other subject in which EOG and search coil measurements were compared. This reliability of EOG measurements in our head-free experiments is important because some of the data to be shown were obtained only with this technique. Typically, for all target amplitudes utilized in the PA and UT conditions, a gaze shift was initiated by a saccadic eye movement that preceded the head movement. For all subjects the eye preceded the head by the average latencies of 42 and 17 ms in the UT and PA tasks, respectively (see Table 2). An example where the eye lagged the head is shown in Fig. 2C. The arrows on each H
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Head Amplitude (deg.) FIG. 1. Main sequence relationship linking maximum head velocity to head amplitude showing saccadelike head movements are independent of experimental conditions for subject RN. Open symbols, PA task;$lled symbols, UT task; squares, session in which subject knew his head movement would not be perturbed by the brake; circles, session in which subject knew his head would be braked in one-third of the trials. Points are for head movements that were not braked. Regression line through all points: l&,,= = 4.39 H, + 106.



trace of Fig. 2 indicate the distance, H,, traveled by the head up to the time the eye reached a maximum deviation (E,). In Fig. 2A the eye, after reaching E,, began to rotate back toward central eye position, thereby compensating for head rotation and enabling the visual axis to remain immobile (gaze trace remains flat). In this example E, + H, = G,. This compensatory phase has been ascribed to the VOR operating at unity gain (5). For the 60, 80, and 120° gaze shifts the pattern is somewhat different. During the so-called ompensatory phase the visual axis continues in an uninterrupted motion on its course toward the target, albeit often more slowly (see gaze trace to right of vertical dotted lines in Fig. 2, B-D). Thus E, + H, # G,. A similar phenomenon has been observed previously in humans (46), monkeys (40), and cats (19). Many eye trajectories did not resemble the profiles in Fig. 2, A-D. For example in large gaze shifts (G, > 60”) the eye occasionally remained almost immobile in the orbit, at or near E,, for hundreds of milliseconds while the visual axis was being displaced by the head. This will be considered in relation to Fig. 7B.



Eflects of preventing



head motion



In the experiments to be described in this section we unexpectedly braked the head just before it accelerated, thereby preventing head motion during the saccade and revealing an oculomotor signal uninfluenced by feedback from head motion. Figure 3A shows four saccadic eye movements, measured with EOG, and obtained when subject DIM looked at a target at 40° when his head was unexpectedly fixed relative to space. The amplitude of the initial main saccade was from left to right, 39,38, 36, and 33”, respectively. These traces were selected because of their different latencies and therefore nonoverlapping traces, but the whole data set showed no dependence of amplitude on latency as these examples might suggest. These and other average data from each subject showed that, for a 40° target offset, the target zone was attained in spite of the unexpected lack of head motion. By comparison, in Fig. 3B the target was at 80° and the eye saccade was 34O in amplitude and did not attain the limits of the OMR (x55”). Indeed there were some striking examples of the eye saccade falling far short of the OMR limits. One
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FIG. 2. Examples of single-step gaze shifts using eyehead movements (subject RN). Size of gaze shift is given above each section. A, B: gaze shifts to targets within the oculomotor range (OMR). C and D: gaze shifts to targets outside the OMR. E, angular rotation of eye relative to head. H and G, head and gaze angular rotations relative to space, G = E + H. G and H were measured with the magnetic search-coil technique. In sections A-C, E was obtained with both search coil and EOG measurements. Note the close correspondence. In D only search-coil measurements are presented. The vertical dashed line is drawn above the eye saccade’s point of maximum displacement (E,). Where this line intersects the H trace defines H,, the amplitude of head displacement at E,. G,, amplitude of main gaze saccade. Note in B-D that G, # E, + H,. Upper time scale for parts A-C, lower for D .



G H



FIG. 3. Examples of visually triggered orienting movements in which the brake unexpectedly prevented, or minimized, head rotation during the saccade. A: target offset = 40” (subject DM). Four superimposed trials in which saccades, starting at different latencies with respect to the visual stimulus, attain the target zone in spite of head immobility. B: target offset = 80” (subject RD). Saccade with E, = 34” does not attain limits of oculomotor range (OMR). C: target offset = 120” (subject DG). Example of a head-brake trial in which E, = 8”, much smaller than the OMR. Arrow pointing to G trace indicates approximately when, during the gaze shift, the target first becomes visible to subject. In B and C, when the head is released, gaze is initially stabilized by a compensatory eye movement, and a subsequent rapid eye movement brings gaze close to target. Eye always starts centered in the head. Horizontal bar beneath E trace indicates when brake was on. In A, brake was on for entire trial as illustrated. Dot-dash line near scales is inclined at a slope of 35O”/s. Abbreviations as in Fig. 2.
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is shown in Fig. 3C where the gaze shift was 120° and the saccade was only 8O in amplitude. The individual examples of Fig. 3, B and C are not consistent with the main premise of the oculocentric hypothesis, whereby the nervous system codes a saccade of amplitude equal to the target’s offset angle. It will be seen below that this conclusion also holds for large data sets. Figure 4 shows for one subject (DT) that the relation between maximum velocity and amplitude, the “main sequence,” was identical for saccades made when head motion was unexpectedly prevented and those made with the head fixed. This result suggests that sensory feedback, associated with suddenly preventing head motion, did not influence the saccadic eye movement signal. A second feature of interest in gaze shifts to continuously lit targets beyond the OMR is that there were few corrective saccades when the head was kept immobile by the brake, even for 300 ms or more after the termination of the first eye saccade that fell far short of the OMR (e.g., Fig. 3C). For example, in 40 braked movements to 70” targets, in the UT condition, recorded in four
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Saccade Amplitude (deg.) FIG. 4. Main sequence relationship of maximum saccadic eye velocity and saccade amplitude (subject DT, UT task with target offsets ranging from 10430”). Closed circles, head motion unexpectedly prevented just prior to and during saccade; filled circles, eye movements made with the head continuously fixed. The 2 families of noints are indistinguishable.
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subjects the average amplitude of the main saccade was 46.9 t 1.9O (well short of the OMR), and there were only corrective saccades in six trials. Their average amplitude was 4.8O (SD = 1.6) and they followed the termination of the first saccade by 236 ms (SD = 105). A third point of considerable interest is that when the brake was suddenly and unexpectedly released, the head and gaze quickly and accurately attained the target zone. When the head was freed the eyes began moving for a short time ( 100 ms or less) in the compensatory direction with a VOR gain equal to (Fig. 3, B and C) or less (e.g., Fig. 6, B and C) than unity. Sometimes (e.g., Fig. 3, B and C) the eye reversed direction, now traveling in the direction of head movement with a maximum velocity that was quite variable. (We assume that this latter eye movement was a vestibularly triggered quick phase because of the rarity of corrective saccades when the head was kept immobile and the fact that it was triggered by head motion.) An identical experimental result has been found in cat (19). The very rapid gaze shift that followed brake release in Fig. 3C was caused by the putative vestibularly triggered quick phase adding to the head movement. Figure 5 compares the amplitude of saccades in the head-free and head-braked conditions for different target eccentricities. The data in Fig. 5B were obtained with EOG in subject DM, and the points are averages of four times the number of trials obtained in subject RN (Fig. 5A) with the search-coil technique. For these and all other subjects, the mean amplitude of the saccades when head motion before and during the saccade was prevented by the brake was always larger than in the head-free condition. Except for small target offsets (~20”) where the head contributed little or nothing to the gaze shift, the mean amplitude of the braked saccades was about equal to the target offset angle for values of the latter up to 40° in subject DIM (Fig. 5B) and 50’ in subject RN (Fig. 5A). This is a necessary condition for the oculocentric hypothesis to be valid, but not a sufficient one (see DISCUSSION). For target offset angles > 50’ the saccade amplitude, when the head was braked, tended to remain constant at a value in subject RN, well below the limits of the OMR (OMR = 60” in subject
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FIG. 5. The effect of unexpectedly preventing head motion on saccade amplitude when target is continuously visible during the gaze shift. Filled circles joined by solid line, dependence of saccade amplitude on target offset angle in the head-free condition (head motion is unimpeded); open circles joined by dotted line, saccade amplitude when head motion is unexpectedly prevented before and during the saccade. The dot-dash line shows the gaze angle attained at the end of the first single-step gaze saccade when head motion is unimpeded; it is nearly equal to target offset. A: results from subject RN in UT task. B: results from subject D1M in UT task. When the target offset is ~40” in subject D1M or 50” in subject RN, the saccade, in the braked condition, reaches the target. Braking before movements to larger target offsets results on the average in saccades larger than the head-free values but smaller than the OMR. The OMR is indicated by the intersecting horizontal and verticaZfineZydotted lines. Vertical solid lines on each point represent the standard deviation.



RN) indicated by the horizontal thin dotted line labeled OMR. In subject DIM the OMR was smaller (-52”), and when the head was braked the saccades tended to terminate closer to this limit. Accuracy of gaze A very important feature of head-free gaze shifts is the remarkable accuracy of gaze independent of either target offset angle or whether or not head motion is perturbed. For example in Fig. 3, B and C, in spite of the fact that the brake had unpredictably interrupted (for a relatively long time in Fig. 3C) the normally programmed head motion, the sum of the postbrake head movement and the putative quick phase was sufficient to move gaze to an accurate final position: at the termination of head movement gaze amplitude was 65 and 112” in Fig. 3, B and C, whereas desired gaze position was 70 and 120°, respectively. In Fig. 5 the dot-dash lines indicate the amplitude and standard deviation of the first major gaze saccade(e.g., G, in Fig. 20) that in a single continuous movement brought



the visual axis close to the target. Note both that G, = T and also that the standard deviation is small; it being not larger for say 80° gaze shifts than for those within the OMR to targets at 40”. These movements were made with the peripheral LED continuously lit. Thus it can be argued that gaze was accurate because it was visually guided. We tested the influence of visual feedback by asking subjects RN and DG equipped with coils to look at remembered targets that, in the UT task, were briefly flashed for 100 ms, the coordinated eye-head movement being made in the dark. Figure 6A shows for subject RN the data obtained in these nonvisually guided gaze shifts, and it can be compared with data (Fig. 5A) from the same subject obtained when the target was continuously lit. The average gaze shifts (G,) in the two conditions are very close to the target: for example when T = SO”, G, = 79 (SD = 4”) and 76” (SD = 8”) in the light and dark, respectively. For T = 80’ the means and SD of G, in the two conditions are statistically indistinguishable. As an aside note also in this figure that saccadesin
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the head-braked condition also undershot the OMR limits. In the description of Fig. 3, B and C, we saw that gaze was also very accurate in spite of the brake-induced interrupted head motion. Again, these examples were obtained when the target was continuously lit. To determine whether this influenced gaze accuracy we perturbed head movements in the two subjects when they oriented, in the dark, to remembered targets. Figure 6, B and C shows examples. The time of unexpected head restraint is indicated below each example by the dark horizontal bar. During head restraint, gaze was predominantly moved by the eye saccade. Most interestingly, when the brake was released and head motion resumed, the visual axis kept moving toward the target even though the eye was rotating opposite to head motion in the “compensatory” direction. Indeed, in both examples gaze stabilized at G,, near T, only at the very end of this “compensatory” phase. This is very similar to what we noted above in relation to unperturbed movements in Fig. 2, B-D. Table 1 summarizes our data on gaze accuracy by presenting gaze error, eG = T G,, averaged over two target offset ranges: 30-50”, within the OMR, and 60-SO”, beyond the OMR. The experimental conditions are listed in the left-hand column. Comparing rows, it transpires for both subTABLE
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jects that there was no significant deterioration in performance for variations in the range of target offset. Furthermore, for each subject gaze accuracy was not significantly dependent on whether the movement was performed either with continuous visual feedback or in the dark, with or without braked head motion. How varying head velocity afleets saccade amplitude In Figs. 5 and 6A we have shown what appears to be a single relation for each subject between the target offset angle and the amplitude of head-free saccades. In this section we will show that the amplitude of these saccades was not invariant but depended on how strongly the head contributed to the gaze shift during the saccade. The reason E, was fairly stereotyped in Figs. 5 and 6A was that in a standard task like the UT task, the head movement at each target offset was also stereotyped. If gaze is controlled as the results in this paper and those of others (23,30) imply, then the sum of eye plus head is monitored and for a specifically required gaze angle, a change in the amplitude contribution of one component should be mirrored by an oppositely directed change in the amplitude contribution of the other. To further examine this point we studied constant amplitude gaze shifts made with a wide variety of head velocities.
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Figure 7, A and B, shows eye, head, and gaze movements for two subjects (RN in A and DIM in B) making 120” gaze shifts (PA task). These records were traced from the originals and aligned on the start of the eye saccade (vertical dashed line in Fig. 7A). Corresponding eye and head movements are indicated in Fig. 7, A and B, by numbers and symbols, respectively. Note that the smallest saccade was associated with the head movement having the largest velocity during the saccade and by extension the largest displacement during the saccade (i.e., largest H,, see Fig. 2). It is noteworthy that the initial trajectories of the saccades are identical in the examples of Fig. 7, A and B, in spite of considerable variations in the head trajectory during the saccade. This is contrary to the linear summation hypothesis, and we will consider this point in more detail in a subsequent section. Because the initial trajectory of the saccade is invariant and apparently independent of head motion, it follows that target acquisition (G, = T) will occur the soonest when head velocity is both the largest and earliest. Put another way, if the nervous system controls gaze, the signal to drive the saccade should be interrupted the earliest in those trials in which the head’s contribution to the gaze shift is the largest. This is precisely what is shown in Fig. 7, A and B. As a corollary, gaze duration decreases as head velocity increases, which, notably, also is in contradiction with the oculocentric hypothesis. The strong link between E, and head velocity is shown more quantitatively in the plot of Fig. 7C. A representative value of head velocity during the saccade is arbitrarily taken at the point, on the head trajectory, corresponding to the time of occurrence of the saccade’s maximum velocity. This “concurrent head velocity” (CHV) is plotted on the abscissa of Fig. 7C. The numbered points correspond to the traces of Fig. 7A. A linear regression line, E, = -0.075 CHV + 55.0, fits the data well (Y = 0.87). Returning to Fig. 7A it is important to observe that saccades “peel off’ from the common trajectory and terminate before G = G,. Indeed, on each gaze trace the small intersecting horizontal line identifies the time at which E = E,. Clearly at this point on each G trace, gaze velocity was still high and gaze
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amplitude had not yet reached the desired final value, although clustering of the points suggests that saccades began to be truncated when gaze error decreased to a specific value. Figure 7B also illustrates what happens to the eye when head velocity, from one trial to the next, is progressively slowed to very low values. Note that the scales in Fig. 7A are different than those in Fig. 7B. As described above, when head velocity is decreased, peak eye deviation increases until a maximum value is attained. Thereafter the eye remains essentially stationary in the orbit on this “plateau” until gaze is on target at which point the compensatory phase, because of the VOR, takes over to stabilize gaze on target. Note well that during this plateau phase the eye is not at the limits of the OMR; for example, in Fig. 7B maximum saccade amplitude is 35 O, and the OMR is 52”. Similar observations have been made for cat and monkey (19, 40).



Injluence of VOR on saccade: gaze shifs with no interaction between head and saccadic eye velocities In the next two sections we will consider the “addition” hypothesis by braking the head during saccades. From among the different subjects and experimental conditions we have selected examples to illustrate cases where there is and there is not interaction between eye and head velocities. The results are summarized in Table 2. Figure 8, A-D, shows examples of saccades that were unaffected by important and unexpected decelerations of the head movement. These movements were performed in the PA task by subject DG. The dashed lines show the G, H, and E position and velocity traces that would have been expected if the head had not been braked. Since these movements were very stereotyped, we feel confident that the dashed lines represent expected typical trajectories when the head motion was unperturbed. The sudden deviation of the solid H and H traces from the dashed ones indicates the moment of braking. The vertical stippled columns indicate the period of head deceleration. The braked period is further identified by the horizontal solid lines beneath the eye velocity (E) traces. In Fig. 8, A and B, the head’s deceleration during SO0 gaze shifts resulted in an impor-
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Concurrent Head Velocity (deg./s) FIG. 7. Dependence of saccadic eye movement amplitude on the head’s contribution to the gaze shift. A: eye and gaze trajectories associated with 3 head trajectories (numbered 1, 2, and 3) in which the rise time of the head movement decreased progressively in examples 1-3. Three saccades, correspondingly numbered 1, 2, and 3, result. Initial trajectories of saccades are identical in spite of very different head trajectories. This is shown by the vertical solid line, which starts above the common point of maximum eye velocity (I&,) and whose projection meets the H traces at increasing amplitude in 1-3, respectively. Since l?,, is constant and head velocity (H) rises from 1-3, there is a corresponding increase in gaze velocity. The smallest E, (saccade 3) is associated with the most rapidly rising H trace (see C). The small horizontal line segments cross the G traces at times corresponding to E = E,, thus gaze are very motion continues past E,. Results from subject RN. B: similar to A but rise times of head displacements different in the 3 examples. Corresponding traces of G, H, and E are identified by a common symbol. Note immobility of eye (below asterisk) in a “plateau” phase during the slowest head movement. Results from subject DM. C: plot showing how saccade amplitude (E,) decreases with head velocity. An index of the latter is taken to be points correspond to the examples in A; subject RN. For “concurrent head velocity” measured at E,, . Numbered abbreviations and symbols see Figs. 3 and 6.
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FIG. 8. Linear summation absent. Solid lines show examples of eye-head movements in which the head motion was suddenly interrupted by a brake (subject DG, PA task). The dashed lines show typical trajectories in which the head motion was not perturbed. A and B: 80” gaze shifts. C and D: 120” gaze shifts. Vertical stippled columns indicate approximately the period during which the brake reduces head velocity to zero. E, angular rotation of eye relative to head. H and G, head and gaze angular rotations relative to space. G = E + H. I?, H, G, eye, head, and gaze velocities. Horizontal dark bars below fi trace show when brake was on. Note, as indicated by arrow on E trace in A, that eye does not accelerate when head decelerates (see also e trace). By comparison gaze decelerates concurrently with brake.



tant concurrent deceleration of gaze (solid G trace) and as seen clearly in the solid E and E traces there was no accompanying acceleration of the eye. These observations are contrary to the linear summation hypothesis. (For comparison see Fig. 13 where linear summation holds.) Instead, the eye moved with smoothly and slowly decreasing velocity, past the position in the orbit (illustrated by an arrow on the E trace of Fig. 84 where normally, in the unperturbed condition, it would have begun to rapidly decelerate as a prelude to an eventual reversal in movement direction. We interpret the eye’s slow deceleration (solid E and E traces) that follows the brake to be a result of the saccade’s natural “bell-shaped” velocity profile rather than a result of the effect of the brake itself. Similar observations apply in relation to the 120” gaze shifts illustrated in Fig. 8, C and D. When the brake was released, the head



rapidly attained a high velocity. In Fig. 8, C and D, the E trace did not indicate a concomitant eye deceleration when the head quickly accelerated. By comparison in Fig. 8, A and B there appears to be a correlation between the onsets of strong head acceleration and eye deceleration. However, the influence of the head acceleration on the ocular saccade is not easy to evaluate because at the time of brake release the saccades were near their terminal position in the orbit and naturally were in the process of decelerating. More insight into the mechanisms of interaction between head and eye, occurring at the end of a saccade, will be gleaned from Figs. 10, 12, and 18. The absence of changes in eye velocity that oppose the decrease in head velocity created by the brake contradicts the linear summation hypothesis. This conclusion can be further verified by studying, in unperturbed
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FIG. 9. Linear summation absent. Effects of head velocity on eye and gaze velocities for movements in which head motion was uninterrupted. Data are from subject DG in task whose movements were shown in Fig. 8. A convenient measure of head velocity (H) is concurrent head velocity (CHV) measured at the time of Em,,. A and C: the maximum eye velocity (I&,) during the saccade is independent of CHV. By comparison maximum gaze velocity (G,,,) increases linearly with CHV. B and D: E,,, is also independent of the saccadic eye movement and gaze movement amplitudes. See text and Table 2 for the linear regression line characteristics.



gaze shifts, the relation between maximum eye velocity (fi,,,) and the head velocity that occurs concurrently (CHV). Figure 9, A-D showspoints obtained in 29 gaze shifts made by the same subject as shown in Fig. 8, when asked in the same experimental condition and sessionto move his head at different velocities. Figure 9A shows that fi,,, was independent of CHV in spite of the latter ranging from -20 to 44O”/s. It follows from this observation that maximum gaze velocity (G,,,> should increase linearly with CHV and this is shown in Fig. 9C. In Fig. 9B the equation of the regression line is I&,, = 1.13 E, + 393 with p = 29 and r = 0.30, thereby suggesting that E,,, was also not dependent on the saccadic eye (E,) movement amplitude. A similar conclusion holds for the relation between k max and G, in Fig. 9D. It transpires that for the large amplitude gaze shifts studied in these tests, I&ax had reached a peak value



uninfluenced by any of the parameters describing the movement. The results of Figs. 8 and 9 were obtained with the search coil technique, which severely limited the available experimental time. To permit testing subjects at a more leisurely pace where specific eye-head movement patterns could be probed in greater detail, we ran extensive tests using the EOG technique. Figure 10 shows results obtained from subject DIM performing the PA task. Figure 10, A-C, shows 120” (+60” from center) and D-F 60° (+30” from center) gaze shifts in which the subject had been instructed to move his head slowly. Low-velocity head movements were sought because, as seen in Fig. 7B, these were frequently accompanied by saccadic eye movements that had plateau regions. We wished to study the influence of the VOR on the eye during this plateau. To
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FIG. 10. Linear summation absent. Examples of eye-head movements in which the head motion was suddenly interrupted by a brake (subject DM, PA task). The horizontal dark bar beneath each E trace indicates when the brake was on. A-D: Head decelerates and accelerates at different times during the eye movement. The brake-induced stop and start of head motion was associated with similar changes in the gaze trajectory while the eye trajectory remained uninfluenced by the head perturbation. E: the brake occurred early and delayed the head motion until the eye amplitude reached a maximum value, whereupon the sudden head acceleration had minimal effect on the eye trajectory but a strong effect on gaze. F: the head brake occurred during the compensatory phase of ocular rotation where gaze was being stabilized in space. Contrary to the previous examples the eye’s motion was opposite to, and compensated for, the brake-induced head motion. Symbols as in Fig. 2.



obtain the examples of Fig. 10, some 75 orienting movements were studied, some in which the head was braked unexpectedly at different times during its trajectory. Figure 1OA shows that suddenly stopping and releasing the head, during the period indicated by the horizontal line beneath the E trace, had no obvious effect on the eye movement. It is particularly important to note that when the head was releasedthe eye remained in the plateau phase until gaze was near the target at which point a compensatory ocular rotation began, which permitted gaze to be stabilized. In the example of Fig. IOB the brake occurred later in the saccade; there was no effect on the eye movement. In this example, when the head was released, gaze was stabilized for a time by an eye rotation equal and opposite to the head’s. The visual axis ultimately reached the target by virtue of a second rapid eye movement. In Fig. 1OC the plateau region is long lasting (- 300 ms) and both the head’s deceleration and acceleration occurred within it. Again there were no changesin eye velocity synchronous with the brake even though the eye was only at - 35 O off-center in the orbit, far from the limits of



the OMR (52”). Similar observations can be made for the 60° gaze shifts illustrated in Fig. 10, D and E. In the latter (Fig. 1OE) the brake was applied early, timed to just prevent head motion during the saccade. Note the close resemblance between this saccade and the ones in the other parts of this figure where head motion occurred during the saccade. Note also in Fig. 1OE that when the head was released during the plateau phase the eye did not move in the opposite direction. These examples show that the VOR compensatory phase was disabled during both the fast and plateau phases of the eye trajectory. Most of the examples in Figs. 8 and 10 show that when the visual axis was on or near the target, gaze was stabilized relative to space by an ocular rotation that compensated for the head movement. Figure 1OF showsthat a brake, applied during this phase, immediately (within 10 ms) stopped the eye’s motion. This suggeststhat during at least a portion of a coordinated eye-head movement, gaze was being stabilized in the classical fashion by the VOR. We will come back to this point later in relation to Fig. 12.
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FIG. 11. Linear summation absent. Effects of head vf :l ocity on eye and gaze velocities for movements in which head motion was uninterrupted. Data are from subject DA4 in task whose movements were shown in Fig. 10. A and B: I&,, is independent of concurrent and head velocity (CHV). C and D: maximum gaze velocity G,,, increases linearly with CHV. The data in B and D are for the whole data set of gaze shifts ranging in amplitude from 30 to 160”. The data in A and C are for a subset of gaze shifts between 30 and 40”. See Fig. 9 for abbreviations.



Figure 11 examines for subject DIM how I2max depends on CHV when head motion was not interrupted by the brake. These results are based on - 175 gaze shifts made with slow, medium, and fast head velocities to targets at amplitudes ranging from 30 to 160°. For this range of gaze shift amplitudes



fi was nearly saturated (Fig. 11, E and F). Figure 1 IA shows, for gaze shifts in the range of 30° < G, < 40”, that I?maxwas essentially constant independent of CHV (seelinear regression equations in Table 2). It follows that Gmax should increase proportionally with CHV, and this is shown in Fig. 1lC. This
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range of gaze shifts corresponds to targets within the OMR, which are attainable by an eye movement alone. Prior experiments suggested that the linear summation hypothesis may be valid in this range (23). Figure 11, A and C, shows that this was not the case for subject DIM. Figure 11, B and D, shows the complete data set (30” < G, < 160”) for which there is a suggestion that &,, increased slightly as CHV increased. This is not due to a dependence of &,, on CHV, but rather to the slight increase of em,, with G, (Fig. 1 IF), since CHV also increased with G,. Recall from Fig. 10 that the head-braked data showed a lack of influence of the head velocity signal (VOR) on the eye movement until gaze was near or on target. Figure 12 shows another example from the same series, with a brake applied in about the middle of the eye’s plateau region. Here again, as in Fig. 1OC, the eye was immobile at - 35 O,and the lack of effect of either the head’s acceleration or deceleration on the eye trajectory suggests that the head velocity signal was not
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adding to the eye signal. We assume that the lack of interaction was not as a result of the eye being in a neurally determined position saturation, since 1) head reacceleration would have driven the eye toward the center, away from saturation, and 2) a head perturbation had no effect on the eye movement before it reached the plateau (Fig. 10). In the conceptual model of gaze control, to be presented at the end of this paper, it is useful to have a parameter that expresses the level of influence of the head velocity signal on the eye movement. For convenience, during a short period (say 50 ms) that follows a head brake, we define the sensitivity (S) of the eye to the VOR signal as S = -Ae/A& where Ak is the change in eye velocity attributable to the brake-induced change in head velocity (AH). For the data set of which Figs. 11 and 12 are part, during both the plateau and the rapid portions of the eye movement there is no change in head velocity attributable to the action of the brake (Afi = 0), and therefore S = 0. The approximate time span over which S = 0 is shown by the arrows in
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Fig. 12: a brake applied anywhere in that region would have no effect on the eye trajectory. By contrast in the terminal phase of the head movement where gaze error was close to zero and the gaze trace was flat, AE = -A& i.e., S = 1. Between these two extreme values of S there was a transition zone, lasting - 100 ms in this figure, during which the eye was moving in the compensatory direction but the visual axis was not stable in space. By definition in this region 0 < S < 1. The duration of this transition zone seems quite variable: for example in Fig. 8B, the time when gaze first stabilized in space was about synchronous with the cessation of the head movement. Between this time and the moment the head accelerated after brake release, the eye was moving in the compensatory direction but gaze was not stabilized. Unfortunately we were unable to investigate systematically, using the brake, the events during the period 0 < S < 1. This was due primarily to 1) the difficulty of synchronizing the brake with this period whose onset time was variable, and 2) our reluctance to brake the head when it was moving at high speed, for fear that excessive forces would be imposed on the teeth by the bite bar. In summary, we have shown, in this section, results from two subjects whose gaze shifts, ranging in amplitude from 30 to 160”, showed no fast-acting influence of head velocity on eye velocity (S = 0) during and beyond the saccadelike portion of the eye movement. However, there were exceptions to this rule. In the next section we present results from a subject who did show interaction between eye and head movements, suggesting immediately that the onset and duration of the transition zone can be quite variable.



Influence of VOR on saccade: gaze shifts with interaction between head and saccadic eye velocities Figure 13, A and B, shows two examples of 70” gaze shifts in which the head motion was interrupted by the brake. The period in which the brake was on is indicated by the B trace. These movements were made by subject RD in the UT condition. In these examples, unlike those of Figs. 8- 12, the eye clearly accelerated synchronously with the brake-induced head deceleration. The verti-
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cal dashed line on the left of Fig. 13A marks the onset of the brake, whereas the dashed line on the right marks the end of a period of constant gaze velocity (see 6; trace) in which a rapid decrease in head velocity (I!I trace) was matched by an equal and opposite increase in eye velocity (E trace). The acceleration of the eye can also be seen on the E trace (arrow). Similar observations can be made in Fig. 13B where the acceleration of the eye in response to the head brake can be very clearly seen on the E trace. Surprisingly in Fig. 13B the G trace indicates a slight increase in gaze velocity subsequent to the head’s deceleration. Because gaze was measured directly by the accurate search coil technique and this phenomenon was not seen in other braked movements of the same series, we presume that this observation is veridical. Evidence supporting linear addition between the head velocity and saccade signals is provided by the fact that for all movements tested in this subject S = 1. Further supportive evidence comes from the plot of E,,, versus CHV obtained in the unperturbed movements and shown in Fig. 13, C and E (see also Table 2). In the former figure, Ema, decreases when CHV increases. The linear regression line has nearly unity slope, which represents ideal interaction between eye and head: the points cluster nicely about this line. It follows that Gm,, should be invariant with CHV and this is exactly what Fig. 13E shows; the linear regression line has near zero slope. Recall that in Figs. 9 and 11 opposite effects were seen: Em,, was constant and &,, increased linearly with CHV. As in Figs. 9 and 11 there was no dependence of EmaX on E (Fig. 130). However, because I&,, decreased with CHV and CHV increased with gaze amplitude (G,), it follows that I&,, decreased with G, as shown in Fig. 13F.



VORs influence on secondary saccades Most gaze shifts, made in our experimental paradigms, were composed of one large main saccadic gaze shift followed by a small corrective saccade. Only rarely did we observe a gaze shift composed of multiple gaze saccades each having similar amplitudes. Figure 14A is an example measured with the search coil in subject RNduring the UT task, of a steplike sequence of gaze shifts where we
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FIG. 13. Linear summation present (subject RD, UT task). A and B: examples of eye-head movements in which the head motion in a 70” gaze shift was suddenly interrupted by a brake. Note that eye accelerates when head decelerates (see arrow on E trace in A) while the gaze trace remains relatively unaffected by the brake. Trace labeled B indicates when brake was on. C-F: same data set as for A and B. C and E: E max decreases linearly with CHV while D: I&, is independent of saccade amplitude. l? I&, decreases with gaze amplitude Gnax remains constant. because head velocity, and therefore CHV, also increases with gaze amplitude. See Table 2 for linear regression line characteristics. Symbols as in Figs. 2 and 9.
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were able to brake the head during the second saccade. The head was braked prior to the saccade, during the preceding compensatory ocular movement that was rotating the eye toward center. As an aside, note that suddenly immobilizing the head had no effeet on gaze but immediately stopped the compensatory movement. When the head was suddenly released (vertical dashed line) and began accelerating rapidly, there was a concomitant deceleration of the saccadic eye movement. This is shown by the arrow on the E trace but is also indicated by a symmetrical bell-shaped gaze velocity profile similar to that of the unperturbed first and third gaze shifts in the series. By contrast the velocity profile of the second saccadic eye movement is asymmetrical compared with the first and third movements: the dotted profile indicat-
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ing what should have been observed had the head’s increasing velocity not resulted in a decreased eye velocity. These observations suggest that linear addition did occur for the second saccade in this particular example but we cannot generalize by presenting multiple examples. Turning now to corrective saccadic gaze shifts we first point out that their unpredictable onset times and small, variable, amplitudes precluded the use of the braking technique. However, their velocity profile may give some insight into the influence of the VOR slow phase signal. In Fig. 14, B and C the corrective gaze saccades occurred following brake release, in the high-speed portion of the head movement. The very low velocity “saccadic” eye movements shown by the arrows in these examples were common in
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Examples of eye-head gaze shifts in which linear summation seems valid for secondary saccades. (Subject 80” gaze shift made using 3 equal amplitude gaze shifts. Head motion was perturbed by a 60-ms brake whose offset is shown by the vertical dashed line. The head decelerates during the compensatory ocular rotation that followed the first saccade, and the eye responds with an equal and opposite motion such that gaze is unaffected. The head accelerates during the second saccade and the eye decelerates (see arrow on E trace). This can also be seen from the E trace where the dotted line represents an unperturbed profile. B and C small corrective gaze shifts associated with high head velocities can be obtained when head motion is perturbed. Note the correspondingly very slow eye movements (arrows). Onset of rapid head deceleration denoted by vertical dashed line. Note from velocity trace in B the possibility of linear summation during the main saccade. Symbols as in Fig. 2. Horizontal dash-dot lines on velocity traces indicate zero velocity. Horizontal dark bar beneath I? trace indicates period during which brake was on. FIG.
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all our subjects, even those who showed no linear summation in large gaze shifts. This is very suggestive of, but does not prove, linear summation for small gaze errors (see DISCUSSION).



Dependence on task and intersubject variability In the preceding section we have suggested that the fast-acting influence of the head velocity signal on the saccade depends on gaze error and that there is considerable intersubject variability. We wondered whether these variations were only subject dependent or whether they also depended on the nature of the orienting task per se. Accordingly we perturbed head motion and obtained Em,, versus CHV plots in the following experimental conditions: 1) to and fro self-paced gaze shifts between two continuously lit targets placed 60° apart, t30” from center, on the horizontal plane, 2) in both the UT and PA tasks, gaze shifts that returned the visual axis to center in preparation for the next target presentation. These return movements were self-triggered, not requiring a LED trigger, speed, or accuracy. Varying the task influenced most obviously the time differences (At) between onset of eye and head movements. In Table 2, At is listed in the column labeled “latency” for different subjects and tasks. Positive At implies that eye leads head. In movements toward the target in the UT task the eye consistently preceded the head with a mean time for all subjects of 42 ms (SD = 30, lumping subject RN’s two UT tests). In the movements to the target in the PA task At was more variable, but on the average the eye also preceded the head by 17 ms (SD = 25, lumping subject DG’s two PA tests). By comparison At was more variable in the movements that returned gaze to central position: on the average At = 6 ms (SD = 38) and the eyes and head began moving simultaneously. Self-paced movements were tested in only subject RN and, as expected from other published reports, the eye lagged the head, in our test by 65 ms (SD = 37). Table 2 also lists, for each subject, the task, measuring technique, and linear regression equation in the E,, versus CHV plot. The subjects, with the exception of subject RN, appeared consistent in their responses within
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program. Subin Fig. 13, had a slope of nearly - 1.0 in both the “toward” and “return” movements. The concurrence of this result with the observation that the eye accelerated in response to head deceleration, suggests a valid addition hypothesis for this subject. By comparison, subjects DG, DM, and DT never showed, in the tested tasks, VOR-saccade interaction as judged both by the near-zero slope of the I&,, versus CHV regression line and the lack of an eye response to head perturbation. This was so in spite of considerable variations in At between tasks in any one subject. Within the context of the linear summation hypothesis subject RN yielded variable results that were task, not gaze error or At dependent. In the UT task, repeated twice on different days and with both the search coil and EOG techniques, the slope of I&,, versus CHV was close to - 1.O, and head decelerations and accelerations revealed synchronous eye velocity changes compatible with the addition hypothesis. In the PA task by comparison, in this subject, both head perturbation and the near-zero value for slope suggested that a head velocity signal was not modulating saccades. The larger gaze shift amplitudes and associated gaze errors tested in the PA task cannot explain the response difference. Indeed 60 and 80° shifts were tested in both the UT and PA tasks, and these yielded data supporting linear addition in the former but not the latter. In the self-paced movements the slope was about -0.50, suggesting either partial or intermittent interaction. Braking evidence supported the latter interpretation since some, but not all, of the perturbed movements showed brake-dependent changes in eye velocity. To summarize we conclude that the presence or absence of linear summation is primarily subject dependent but that it can also depend on the task. Gaze error also plays a role in regulating or gating, the influence of the head velocity signal on the saccade. the limits of the experimental



ject RD, whose data were shown



Influence of secondary saccades triggered by postbrake head movement In this section we emphasize some difficulties in interpreting the effects on the eye movement when the head perturbation causes head acceleration. This is illustrated
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UT, unpredictable target task in which subject knew neither target amplitude nor onset time; PA, predictable amplitude task in which subject knew target amplitude but not onset time; coil, search-coil technique used to measure eye movement; EOG; electrooculography technique used to measure eye movements; to target, analysis of movements starting from center and directed to target; return to center, analysis of movements starting from the target and directed to the center. These were self-generated and not necessarily triggered by reappearance of central LED. If the same movement direction appears twice for the same task this means a repeat of the experiment on a different day. Positive latency means eye preceded head. E,,, maximum saccadic eye velocity; CHV, concurrent head velocity; n, no. of trials; r, correlation coefficient. The figure in which the data are plotted is identified under the regression equation. S, significant at 0.0005 level; NS, not significant at 0.05 level. Before, head brake applied before saccade started; during, brake applied during saccade; interaction, all brake trials yielded change in eye velocity that compensated for the change in head velocity; no interact, head perturbation does not affect eye velocity.
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by Fig. 15, which shows data for return movements of subject RNin the UT task (see Table 2). The linear regression line through the 3 1 data points (Fig. 15B) has a slope of - 1.06, which suggests that the saccadic eye velocity has been slowed by an amount nearly equal to head velocity. A corollary to this is that gaze velocity is constant. This was found and, though not shown formally in Fig. 15, is implied by the example of Fig. 15A, which shows three superimposed but identical gaze shifts. Head movement 1 was slower than 3, and correspondingly eye movement 1 was faster than 3. The points in Fig. 15B corresponding to these examples are identified by the same numbers. Figure 15C shows the influence of a head acceleration on the eye. (The brake was early enough to prevent initial head motion.) In principle this is analogous to CHV increasing in the unperturbed movements, and as a result of the data in Fig. 15B, we would predict a decrease in Em,, subsequent to the increase in II. In Fig. 15C the time at which II increases is shown by the vertical dashed line. The time of brake application is shown by the horizontal dark bar above the H trace. Note that following head release, G increases with I$ and that E remains essentially constant. This result is incompatible with the addition hypothesis and the results of Fig. 13, A and B. The contradictory conclusions that result from Fig. 15 might simply be a result of biological “noise,” whereby, as suggested above, the period where S = 0 is quite variable in duration. However, there may be a more significant cause, linked to our previous studies of cat ( 19). We now suggest that, in Fig. 15C, the shape of the trajectory of the eye to the right of the vertical dashed line may be influenced by the generation of a new rapid eye movement induced by the suddenly accelerating head movement. Although this remains purely speculative for the example of Fig. 15C per se, in Fig. 16 we present additional evidence selected to show how principle and secondary saccades may coalesce. These examples were selected from three subjects: RD (Fig. 16, A and B), DG (Fig. 16C), and RN (Fig. 160). On the far left (Fig. 16A) a secondary saccade appears to the right of the dashed line. In Fig. 16B the secondary movement occurs
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FIG. 15. Linear summation present but head-braking results ambiguous (subject RN, UT task). A: examples of 3, 55” gaze shifts in which head velocity was different in each case but gaze trajectory same. This suggests linear summation. B: plot of I&= versus CHV for all the data points from which the examples in A were selected. Gaze amplitude ranged from 30 to 70”. The points corresponding to the examples are numbered. This plot suggests linear summation for all gaze shifts in this series. C: example of a 70” gaze shift, in the same series, in which head motion was prevented before the saccade but the head released during the saccade. The traces suggest head acceleration influenced the gaze, not the eye, trace, thereby contradicting linear summation. See text for further details and Table 2 for linear regression characteristics. Symbols as in Figs. 2 and 9.
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FIG. 16. Examples of eye-head movements in which the head motion was perturbed resulting in putative vestibularly induced quick phases. Following brake release the head accelerated and a rapid eye movement, whose onset is indicated by the vertical dashed line, was triggered. Examples were selected to illustrate, from left to right, how this second eye movement can blend with the first main saccade. A and B: subject RD, UT task. C: subject DG, PA task. D: subject RN, UT task; same series as example of Fig. 15C. Symbols as in Fig. 2.
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G H E FIG. 17. Linear summation absent for quick phases evoked by passive head rotations (subject DM). A and B: passive head rotations were generated to resemble head trajectories in active gaze shifts. The rapid eye movement is preceded by a compensatory ocular rotation that stabilizes gaze. The example in A was the first passive movement generated in this subject, that in B the fourth. The speed of the quick phases frequently deteriorated with repetition. C-E: example where head motion was braked during quick phase. Note lack of eye response to the rapid head decelerations and accelerations, particularly in example E where the eye remained essentially immobile near center during the perturbation. Symbols as in Fig. 2.
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closer to the terminal position of the saccade, and in Fig. 16, C and D it is triggered progressively more within the saccade’s main trajectory. Figures 160 and 15C were taken from the same subject in the same experimental session. Comparing them gives credibility to the suggestion that the eye trajectory in the latter figure could result from a secondary saccade that has totally blended into the main visual triggered saccade, thereby yielding the erroneous conclusion that head acceleration following sudden brake release has had no effect on the main saccade.



Eflects of braking the head during passive head movements It is well known that when the head is passively displaced there ensues, after a short latency, a vestibularly induced rapid eye movement or quick phase in the direction of head rotation (2, 26). Figure 17, A and B shows the first and fourth examples of a series of 20 movements made by subject DIM. Note the VOR-induced compensatory eye movement that resulted in an approximately flat gaze trace until the quick phase was triggered. At this point the gaze accelerated quickly and in one saccadelike movement reached its final position. The overall gaze displacement was about equal to the head displacement. Habituation seemed to occur in these movements: the quick phase on the fourth trial was considerably slower than on the first, and thereafter there was frequent waxing and waning in the crispness of the ocular response. Figure 17, C-E shows that when the head was braked suddenly during the gaze saccade the eye did not respond in any way. This was the case even for very slow quick phases (Fig. 170). In one unusual ocular response to the passive displacement, the eye hardly moved at all in the orbit (Fig. 17E), and the important brake-induced head acceleration was not mirrored by any concurrent changes in the eye trajectory. Although arguments used in the previous section could be used here to cast doubt on the interpretation of ocular responses to head acceleration, we believe the consistent lack of response of the eye of this subject to either head deceleration or acceleration implies that the linear summation hypothesis was invalid for these quick phases. Similar results were obtained in subject DG, but note that these also were associated with
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large rapid head displacements, and it may well be that linear summation was valid in these subjects during small passively induced gaze shifts. We did not have the possibility of studying passive head rotations in subjects RD and RN. DISCUSSION



Limits



to saccade amplitude



By unexpectedly preventing head motion we demonstrated that the nervous system limited saccade amplitude to -45 O whenever a subject oriented to a target situated further than -45’ in the peripheral visual field. The limits of human ocular motility were estimated to be about &53” on average, and therefore the limit to eye motion is neurally, not mechanically, determined. Evidence suggests that this limit on saccade amplitude is not an artifact as a result of the braking process itself. For example, the maximum velocity-amplitude relationship of saccades recorded when the head was suddenly and unexpectedly immobilized was identical to that when the head was continuously fixed, thereby suggesting that the saccade program was not modified by proprioceptive feedback associated with suddenly preventing head motion. (This interpretation is nevertheless subject to the problem that the peak velocity of saccades saturates for amplitude greater than - 20° .) Furthermore neck muscle and other neck proprioceptors have no effect on saccade characteristics in monkey (see comments in next section). The possibility that saccades smaller than the OMR might be encoded when subjects make gaze shifts to targets beyond the OMR has been invoked in other instances before. 1) Large (say 70”) gaze shifts evoked by stimulating the superior colliculus of the cat are associated with saccades that terminate at 15” off center in the orbit, well short of the cat’s OMR, which is about t25” (18). 2) Unexpectedly braking head motion, when a cat is about to make a large gaze shift, results in a saccade that also ends at - 15” off center (19). 3) When humans make 200° gaze shifts with the eye starting at different eccentric positions in the orbit, the eye’s motion terminates at between 35 and 45” from center in the orbit (23). The experiments showing a limitation of -45O to saccade amplitude, and yet single-
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step gaze shifts greater than this value are suggestive that the hypotheses underlying the oculocentric motor organization are incorrect. Further evidence for this is 1) that gaze accuracy is excellent even when head motion is perturbed unexpectedly; and 2) that the linear summation hypothesis is too labile to be relied on for gaze accuracy. Gaze accuracy In relation to the development of a model of gaze control it is important to reemphasize the remarkable accuracy of large gaze shifts independent of whether the movement was made in the light or dark or the head motion was perturbed. Excellent gaze accuracy has also been reported previously in relation to human and cat subjects (15, 17, 19,23). The idea (35) that very large gaze shifts are controlled by a more primitive and less accurate “reorienting” system is not borne out by data. Interestingly the mean error at the end of the first single step gaze saccade made in the dark to a remembered location and also in the light were generally considerably less than the 10% value usually given for the accuracy of saccades made head fixed (3). VOR-saccade interaction: the linear summation hypothesis In the present experiments, we tested for VOR-saccade interaction by braking the head primarily during the first eye saccade that accompanied a head movement. In using this experimental approach it is assumed that any influence on the saccade of perturbing the head motion is because of sensory feedback from the semicircular canals and not, for example, from neck muscle proprioceptors. There is no evidence to date suggesting extravestibular effects. Neck or other proprioceptors have no effect on the saccade characteristics in monkeys (12), and in humans the cervicoocular reflex is thought to have negligible gain (25, 39). Furthermore, our results have shown that the characteristics of saccades are similar when the head is unexpectedly prevented from moving and when the head is continuously fixed in space. Laurutis and Robinson (23) have recently reported no interaction between saccades and the VOR for active gaze shifts made by human subjects to targets at offset T > 40°. Their conclusion was based on the observa-
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tion that 1) perturbations to the head in two subjects during saccades modified the trajectory of the gaze shift but not that of the eye; and 2) in four subjects gaze velocity increased and duration decreased with increasing head velocity. In four subjects (3 with both search coil and EOG techniques, 1 with EOG only) we briefly halted head motion during a saccade. In two subjects (DG, DIM) our results are in total agreement with Laurutis and Robinson (23). Linear summation was absent in all test conditions for gaze shifts > 30’. Head perturbations caused no concomitant changes in the eye’s trajectory designed to oppose the changes in the head’s motion. This was so even if the perturbation occurred during the plateau phase where the eye was immobile in the orbit but not at the limits of the OMR. Note however that we have also shown that eye amplitude (E,) was dependent on head velocity, (e.g., Fig. 7) the saccade being truncated and/or the VOR turned on when the visual axis was near or on target (gaze error = 0). Mechanisms that could lead to these observations are discussed in a subsequent section. Our results differ from those of Laurutis and Robinson (23) in that linear summation existed in two other subjects (RD, RN). In subject RN the results were more ambiguous. Part of this ambiguity might have arisen from the fact that we most often tested this subject’s eye response to only head accelerations and putative quick phases triggered by head acceleration might be superimposed on the saccade as a result of signals of vestibular and visual origin accessing, at different times and with different strengths, the rapid-eyemovement (pulse) generator (19, and see next section). Such effects could occasionally mask the effects of the slow phase on the saccade. In summary with respect to linear summation our results do not support the strong conclusions of Laurutis and Robinson (23) that linear summation is absent for human gaze shifts > 40°. Rather, our results favor a more temperate view suggesting considerable variability in the interaction between the VOR and saccade signals. Furthermore, our experiments suggest it is gaze error itself that influences VOR-saccade interaction (see below) but we could not identify the factors responsible for the intersubject and intertask
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variability. It is important to reemphasize that the presence or absence of linear summations does not, per se, affect the conclusion regarding the existence of a gaze feedback control system (23): linear summation simply reduces gaze velocity and increases gaze duration compared with what it would be if, for the same head movement, saccade velocity were independent of head velocity. Perhaps this interactive process is dependent on the subject’s intent or “set” relative to the velocity of his intended gaze shift. The neurophysiological mechanisms that permit a head velocity signal to affect a saccade signal are unclear. The failure of linear summation is compatible with evidence that vestibular neurons, transmitting the semicircular canal signal to ocular motoneurons, pause during saccades (1, 14, 20, 22, 32). In this schema the saccade signal is provided by “burst” neurons in the reticular formation (13, 34) However, other evidence supporting linear summation suggests that the frequency of some burst neurons may be modulated by a head velocity signal (44). To complicate matters the discharge rate of motoneurons during saccades may also be influenced by cells in the vestibular nuclei, some of which burst during all saccades, whereas others burst and pause for ipsilateral and contralateral saccades, respectively ( 14, 32, 42). Thus the burst signal responsible for driving a rapid eye movement may result from the complex interplay between signals from different sources impinging on ipsilatera1 and contralateral motoneurons, and at this stage in our knowledge it is impossible to clearly link the behavioral observation to the physiology.



Secondary saccades triggered by postbrake head movements In the head-braked trials, when the head was released after braking, there usually ensued a secondary eye saccade that helped drive gaze rapidly to the target (e.g., Fig. 3, B and C). One explanation for these secondary saccades is that head release induced a compensatory VOR phase that drove the eye away from the position saturation (e.g., Fig. 16A) and that the gaze control system drove another saccade back toward saturation. However, secondary saccades frequently began immediately after, often coalescing with, a principal saccade without being
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preceded by a compensatory phase (e.g., Fig. 16C). An important feature of these secondary saccades is that they depended on head motion; whenever the brake maintained the head immobile for a long time, the principal saccade reached its terminal position and no secondary saccades occurred for at least 200 ms. Head displacements following brake release can be considered passive movements in that they occur suddenly, unexpectedly, independent of will, and use as motive force neck muscle tension built up during the brake period. Because vestibularly induced quick phases normally follow, after a short latency, passive head displacements, we speculate here as we did for cat (19, 37), that secondary saccades are in fact quick phases which, in the gaze feedback model (see next section), help drive gaze to the required goal. Note that recent results in human subjects also suggest vestibular quick phases are implicated in reducing gaze error during passive head rotations (38).



Conceptual model of gaze control in humans The object of this section is to bring together in one unified framework the observations presented in this paper. The main observations have been 1) single-step gaze shifts can be performed, even to targets whose offsets are much larger than the OMR; 2) gaze is very accurate even to remembered targets and/or when head motion is perturbed; 3) in large gaze shifts the eye is driven to neural rather than mechanical limits; 4) saccade amplitude is dependent on how quickly gaze error is nulled; 5) the sensitivity (S) of the saccade to the head velocity signal can vary between zero and unity; 6) in the case where S is low, it increases to unity as gaze error approaches zero; 7) vestibular quick phases are not triggered during visually triggered saccades but may be triggered toward the end of saccades particularly when the head is released after braking; i.e., the saccade pulse generator ( 13) becomes liable to vestibular influence. A possible schema, using gaze feedback, of how the eye and head motor systems may be assembled to yield gaze control is provided in Fig. 18. This diagram is a picture summary of how a number of complex processes are linked; it is not, in its present form, a model ready for computer simulation. The ideas
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FIG. 18. Schematic representation of the principal experimental findings. Proposed system is based on a gaze feedback hypothesis, which calculates gaze error (T/E) by subtracting current eye position relative to space (E/S) from target position relative to space (T/S). T/E is then converted to target position relative to head (T/H), which drives the head motor system and also determines an eye position relative to head (Ed/H) which is no greater than the level set by the saturation value “a”. Ed/H drives the saccadic oculomotor system in the same manner as Robinson’s local feedback model combined with a schematic version of Chun and Robinson’s quick phase generator. Head velocity (H) obtained from the semicircular canals (SCC) is attenuated by a gain element such that H’ = S X H. S is subject dependent and also depends on T/E. H’ interacts with the saccade generator PG as in the linear summation hypothesis. Note that the symbol S2, below SCC, is the Laplacian operator specifying double differentiation, which transforms head position to head acceleration.



presented in this figure are elaborations on a previously presented model (19). The principle of gaze feedback has been enunciated verbally (15, 3 1, 35) or schematically (23, 30, 37) by others. On the left of Fig. 18, desired gaze position Gb (corresponding to target position in space T/S) is compared with current gaze (corresponding to the position of the visual axis in space, G = E/H + H/S) to yield gaze position error or an internal representation of target position relative to the eye (T/E). A key question is how head position relative to space (H/S) is monitored. A convenient and obvious mechanism is by an integration of the velocity signal given by the semicircular canals (23). This presents an important problem since the VOR in humans becomes nonlinear at 35O”/s and saturates at -5OO”/s (33). Head velocity frequently exceeded the points of nonlinearity



and saturation particularly in the headbraked trial when the head was suddenly released (e.g., in Figs. 3C and 6B, the postbrake head velocity was maximally -5OO”/s and 6OO”/s, respectively). Perhaps in these conditions head position is derived from both canal and neck proprioceptive information. In Fig. 18 we leave open the question of how H/S is obtained. In the model, the quantity T/E is assumed to be converted first to target position relative to the head (T/H) and then passed through a position saturation element where, based on the head-braking experiments, the quantity a equals 45 O, approximately. The output of this element yields desired eye position relative to the head (Ed/H). This quantity is then compared with current eye position relative to the head (E/H) in the manner of the classic oculomotor “local feedback” model (13, 34). The pulse genera-
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tor (PG) is driven until e = Ed/H - E/H = 0. As in the local feedback model the switch is closed by a trigger signal (TRIG) and is held shut by the output of PG until e = 0. From the output of PG there is subtracted a diminished head velocity signal (I?) whose value is dependent on current gaze error @I’ = S X H). We will come back to this point below. The vestibular eye goal extractor is also driven by HI, and its output can both trigger the OR gate and set a value for Ed/H as in the Chun and Robinson (8) model for quick phase generation. The limit value on Ed/H is assumed to be similar for both vestibular quick phases and saccades, as has been found for cat by comparing the data from Refs. 8 and 19. Furthermore, the value of Ed/H as set by the vestibular eye goal extractor is assumed to be dependent on gaze error (T/E). For example, when the eye is on target and T/E = 0, there is no need for quick phases when the head moves. A typical flow of signals through this schema, in a subject where linear summation is absent during most of the saccade, is as follows. With the eyes and head at center (E/H = H/S = 0) the presence of a visual target at 85’ from the fovea (T/S = T/E = 85 “) yields an equivalent T/H = 85 O signal that is then reduced by the saturation element to Ed/H = 45”, specifying that the eye should rotate 45”. As in the local feedback model (13, 34) a simultaneous trigger closes the switch and the pulse generator begins driving the saccade with the object of nulling e. Note also that e = 0 when T/E = 0. Concurrently the head motor system, driven by T/H, begins turning the head, almost a velocity step, toward the target. Initially, T/E is large and H’ is zero so that the output of PG is not reduced by head velocity. Ultimately as T/E approaches zero, H’ approaches H and the signal tending to drive the eye in the compensatory direction achieves unity gain. This arrangement explains how the visual axis can be moving toward the target even though the eye is moving in the opposite compensatory direction (e.g., Figs. 20, 6B, and 8B). This can happen in two conditions: 1) the saccade is terminated and T/E > 0, resulting in a pure slow-phase signal with a gain less than unity; or 2) the saccade is not terminated, but H’ has a larger magnitude than the saccade signal. Our experimental results have also sug-
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gested that quick phases can participate in the gaze shift but that they never appear during the early portion of the visually triggered saccade. In our scheme this is explained by the fact that the visual information itself sets Ed/H, and the quick phase generator signal has no additional effect on the output of the saturation element. However, in those cases where the head is braked, the eye, after brake release, may be moved in the compensatory direction (e.g., Fig. 3B). The quick phase generator could trigger a rapid eye movement toward Ed, but quick phase velocities may, in this condition, be reduced by H’. We also hypothesized that quick phases can coalesce with the primary saccade without being preceded by a compensatory phase. In the schema this could occur if the vestibular eye goal extractor driven by H’ sets a value of Ed/H slightly greater, via a noisy “a” (8), than that set by visual inputs. It is also of interest to consider the plateau trajectories shown in Fig. 7B. These were seen when H was low. In our schema this condition is created when the eye reaches 45” (e = 0 = Ed - E) and simply holds there, since H’ = 0, until T/E is small enough for H’ to drive a compensatory movement whose gain gradually rises to unity. To explain the results in those subjects where the linear summation hypothesis applies, it is parsimonious to assume that the solid curve in the vestibular gain element (S vs. T/E) is simply shifted to the right, say to the dotted position where H’ is only low when T/E is very high. Note that for gaze shifts to targets beyond the OMR the presence of linear summation on an eye saccade does not imply that gaze duration will be independent of head velocity as the oculocentric hypotheses suggests. Indeed, for slow head velocities, the eye could reach the position saturation near which it will seek equilibrium between the VOR driving toward center and the error signal driving toward saturation. In summary, the schematic model utilizes a gaze feedback control system as proposed in previous studies (19, 23, 30, 37). Novel features are 1) a saturation element to limit eye position in the orbit, 2) an element that modulates the influence of the slow phase signal on the saccade signal on the basis of ongoing gaze error, and 3) a quick phase generator, which makes possible the contribu-
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tion of vestibular quick phases, normally thought of as simply “resetting” rapid eye movements, to an orienting gaze shift. Basically our schema proposes a unified view of how visually triggered saccades, vestibularly induced quick phases and slow phases might be all commandeered to achieve a desired gaze position.



Origin of gaze error signal An important required signal in the schema of Fig. 18 is gaze error. Recent evidence in our laboratory shows that output neurons of the cat superior colliculus, the tectoreticulospinal system, carry this signal (28, 29). These cells have phasic and tonic discharges in the cat with an unrestrained head that are related to the vector error between the target and the position of the animal’s visual axis.



AND



M.



VOLLE



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS We are very grateful to Dr. R. M. Douglas who wrote the computer software and contributed extensively to the installation and development of our computing facility. M. Feran and Drs. H. Galiana and D. P. Munoz are thanked for critically reading the manuscript. The support of the following individuals is also gratefully acknowledged: Drs. A. Kearn, T. H. Kirkham, and D. Nicolle (placement of scleral contact eye coil), M. Mazza (electronics), T. de la Fosse, S. Schiller, and Dr. R. Nazon (laboratory); G. Robillard and V. Schrier (secretarial); the Montreal Neurological Institute neurophotography group. Dr. C. H. Nadeau and F. Jean helped in the initial stages of the research. M. Volle was on leave of absence from the Universite du Quebec a Trois Riviere and was funded by that university. D. Guitton was supported by the Medical Research Council of Canada (MRC scholar and Grants MA-7076 and MA-9222). Present address of M. Volle: Groupe de Recherche en Neuropsychologie, Universite du Quebec a Trois Rivieres, Trois Rivieres, Quebec, Canada G9A5 57. Received 1987.



17 June



1986; accepted



in final form



6 May



REFERENCES 1. BAKER, R. AND BERTHOZ, A. Organization of vestibular nystagmus in oblique oculomotor system. J. Neurophysiol. 37: 195-2 17, 1974. 2. BARNES, G. R. Vestibulo-ocular function during coordinated head and eye movements to acquire visual targets. J. Physiol. Lond. 287: 127- 147, 1979. 3. BECKER, W. AND FUCHS, A. F. Further properties of the human saccadic system: eye movements and correction saccades with and without visual fixation points. Vision Res. 9: 1247-1259, 1969. 4. BIGUER, B. AND PRABLANC, C. Modulation ofthe vestibulo-ocular reflex in eye-head orientation as a function of target distance in man. In: Progress in Oculomotor Research, edited by A. F. Fuchs and W. Becker. Amsterdam: Elsevier/North-Holland, 1980, p. 525-530. 5. BIZZI, E. Eye-head coordination. In: Handbook of



11.



12.



13.



14.



Physiology. The Nervous System. Motor Control. 6.



7.



8.



9.



10.



Bethesda, MD: Am. Physiol. Sot. 198 1, vol. II, p. 1321-1336. BIZZI, E., KALIL, R. E., AND MORASSO, P. Two modes of active eye-head coordination in monkeys. Brain Res. 40: 45-48, 1972. BIZZI, E., KALIL, R. E., AND TAGLIASCO, V. Eyehead coordination in monkeys: evidence for centrally patterned organization. Science Wash. DC. 173: 452-454, 1971. CHUN, K. S. AND ROBINSON, D. A. A model of quick phase generation in the vestibuloocular reflex. Biol. Cybern. 28: 209-22 I, 1978. COLLEWIJN, H. Gaze in freely moving subjects. In: Control of Gaze by Brain Stem Neurons, edited by R. Baker and A. Berthoz. Amsterdam: Elsevier/ North-Holland, 1977, p. 13-22. COLLEWIJN, H., CONJIN, P., ANDTAMMINGA, E.P.



15.



16.



17.



18.



19.



Eye-head coordination in man during the pursuit of moving targets. In: Functional Basis of Ocular Motility Disorders, edited by G. Lennerstrand, D. S. Zee, and E. L. Keller. Oxford: Pergammon, 1982, p. 369-378. COLLEWIJN, H., VAN DERMARK, F., ANDJANSEN, T. C. Precise recording of human eye movements. Vision Res. 15: 447-450, 1975. DICHGANS, J., BIZZI, E., MORASSO, P., AND TAGLIASCO, V. Mechanisms underlying recovery of eyehead coordination following bilateral labyrinthectomy in monkeys. Exp. Brain Res. 18: 548-562, 1973. FUCHS, A. F., KANEKO, C. R. S., AND SCUDDER, C. A. Brainstem control of saccade eye movements. Annu. Rev. Neurosci. 8: 307-337, 1985. FUCHS, A. F. AND KIMM, J. Unit activity in vestibular nucleus of the alert monkey during horizontal angular acceleration and eye movement. J. Neurophysiol. 38: 1140-l 161, 1975. FULLER, J. H., MALDONADO, H., AND SCHLAG, J. Vestibular-oculomotor interaction in cat eye-head movements. Brain Res. 27 1: 241-250, 1983. FUNK, C. J. AND ANDERSON, M. E. Saccadic eye movements and eye-head coordination in children. Percept. Mot. Skills 44: 599-6 10, 1977. GRESTY, M. A. Coordination of head and eye movements to fixate continuous and intermittent targets. Vision Res. 14: 395-403, 1974. GUITTON, D., CROMMELINCK, M., AND ROUCOUX, A. Stimulation of the superior colliculus in the alert cat. I. Eye movements and neck EMG activity evoked when the head is restrained. Exp. Brain Res. 39: 63-83, 1980. GUITTON, D., DOUGLAS, R. M., AND VOLLE, M.



GAZE



CONTROL



Rapid eye-head dence of motor



20.



21.



22.



23



24



orienting movements in cat: depenstrategy on gaze amplitude. J. Neurophysiol. 52: 1030- 1050, 1984. HIKOSAKA, O., MAEDA, M., NAKAO, S., SHIMAZU, H., AND SHINODA, Y. Presynaptic impulses in the abducens nucleus and their relation to postsynaptic potentials in motoneurons during vestibular nystagmus. Exp. Brain Res. 27: 355-376, 1977. KASAI, T. AND ZEE, D. S. Eye-head coordination in labyrinthine-defective human beings. Brain Res. 144: 123-141, 1978. KING, W. M., LISBERGER, S. G., AND FUCHS, A. F. Response of fibers in medial longitudinal fasciculus (MLF) of alert monkeys during horizontal and vertical conjugate eye movements evoked by vestibular or visual stimuli. J. Neurophysiol. 39: 1135- 1149, 1976. LAURUTIS, V. P. AND ROBINSON, D. A. The vestibulo-ocular reflex during human saccadic eye movements. J. Physiol. Lond. 373: 209-233, 1986. MCELLIGOTT, J. G., LOUGHNANE, M. H., AND MAYS, L. E. The use of synchronous demodulation for the measurement of eye movements by means of an ocular magnetic search coil. IEEE Trans.



IN



34. ROBINSON,



35.



36.



37.



38.



39.



40.



41.



42.



43.



44.



Eye Movements: From Physiology to Cognition, edited by J. K. O’Regan and A. L&y-Schoen. Amsterdam: Elsevier/North-Holland, 1987. 31. P~~LISSON, D. AND PRABLANC, C. Vestibulo-ocular reflex (VOR) induced by passive head rotation and goal-directed saccadic eye movements do not simply add in man. Brain Res. 380: 397-400, 1986. signals 32. POLA, J. AND ROBINSON, D. A. Oculomotor in medial longitudinal fasciculus of the monkey. J. Neurophysiol. 4 1: 245-259, 1978. 33. PULASKI, P. D., ZEE, D. S., AND ROBINSON, D. A. The behavior of the vestibulo-ocular reflex at high velocities of head rotation. Brain Res. 222: 159-163, 1981.



D. A. Oculomotor



control



signals.



In:



Basic Mechanisms of Ocular Motility and their Clinical Implications, edited by G. Lennerstrand



Biomed. Electron. 26: 370-374, 1979. and proprioceptive stabili25. MEIRY, L. J. Vestibular zation of eye movements. In: The Control of Eye Movement, edited by P. Bach-y-Rita, C. C. Collins, and J. E. Hyde. New York: Academic, 197 1, p. 483-496. JONES, G. Predominance of anti-com26. MELVILL, pensatory oculomotor response during rapid head rotation. Aerospace Med. 35: 965-968, 1964. 27. MORASSO, P., BIZZI, E., AND DICHGANS, J. Adjustment of saccade characteristics during head movements. Exp. Brain Res. 16: 492-500, 1973. D. AND GUITTON, D. Tectospinal neurons 28. MUNOZ, in the cat have discharges coding gaze position error. Brain Res. 341: 184-188, 1985. 29. MUNOZ, D. AND GUITTON, D. Presaccadic burst discharges of tecto-reticula-spinal neurons in the alert head free and fixed cat. Brain Res. 398: 164168, 1986. 30. P~LISSON, D. AND PRABLANC, C. Gaze control in man: evidence for vestibulo-ocular reflex inhibition during goal directed saccadic eye movements. In:



HUMANS



45.



46.



47.



48.



and P. Bach-y-Rita. Oxford: Pergamon, 1975, p. 337-374. ROBINSON, D. A. AND ZEE, D. S. Theoretical considerations of the function and circuitry of various rapid eye movements. In: Progress in Oculomotor Research, edited by A. F. Fuchs and W. Becker. Amsterdam: Elsevier/North-Holland, 198 1, p. 3-9. ROUCOUX, A., CROMMELINCK, M., GUERIT, J. M., AND MEULDERS, M. Two modes of eye-head coordination and the role of the vestibulo-ocular reflex in these two strategies. In: Progress in Oculomotor Research, edited by A. F. Fuchs and W. Becker. Amsterdam: Elsevier/North-Holland, 1980, p. 309-315. ROUCOUX, A., CROMMELINCK, M., AND GUITTON, D. Stimulation of the superior colliculus in the alert cat. II. Eye and head movements evoked when the head is unrestrained. Exp. Brain Res. 39: 75-85, 1980. SEGAL, B. N. AND KATSARKAS, A. Quick-phase eye movements of goal-directd vestibulo-ocular-reflex reduce gaze error. Sot. Neurosci. Abstr. 12: 1090, 1986. TAKEMORI, S. AND SUZUKI, J. I. Eye deviations from neck torsion in humans. Ann. Otol. Rhinol. Laryngol. 80: 439-444, 197 1. TOMLINSON, R. D. AND BAHRA, P. S. Combined eye-head gaze shifts in the primate. I. Metrics. J. Neurophysiol. 56: 1542- 1557, 1986. TOMLINSON, R. D. AND BAHRA, P. S. Combined eye-head gaze shifts in the primate. II. Interactions between saccades and the vestibuloocular reflex. J. Neurophysiol. 56: 1558-1570, 1986. TOMLINSON, R. D. AND ROBINSON, D. A. Signals in vestibular nucleus mediating vertical eye movements in the monkey. J. Neurophysiol. 5 1: 1121-l 136, 1984. VOLLE, M., GUITTON, D., JEAN, F., AND NADEAU, C. H. Eye-head coordination in man to targets within and beyond the oculomotor range. Sot. Neurosci. Abstr. 8: 289, 1982. WHITTINGTON, D. A., LESTIENNE, F., AND BIZZI, E. Behavior of preoculomotor burst neurons during eye-head coordination. Exp. Brain Res. 55: 215-222, 1984. ZANGEMEISTER, W. H., LEHMAN, S., AND STARK, L. Simulation of head movement trajectories: model and fit to main sequence. Biol. Cybern. 4 1: 19-32, 1981. ZANGEMEISTER, W. H. AND STARK, L. Types of gaze movement: variable interactions of eye and head movements. Exp. Neurol. 77: 563-577, 1982. ZANGEMEISTER, W. H. AND STARK, L. Gaze latency: variable interactions of head and eye latency. Exp. Neurol. 75: 389-406, 1982. ZEE, D. S. Disorders of eye-head coordination. In: Eye Movements, edited by B. Brooks and F. J. Bajandas. New York: Plenum, 1977, p. 9-39.



























des documents recommandant







[image: alt]





Control of multimovement coordination - Research 

Fig. 9-Upper and lower lip movements for three repetitions of the utterance "apa" il- lustrating motor equivalence covariance between these two movements,. 212 ...










 


[image: alt]





Practice effects on coordination and control ... - Research 

rowing many muscles contract non-isometrically and it was not possible to isolate .... perimental sessions or activities undertaken outside the laboratory. ..... While the peak velocity decreased in the recovery phase it appears that close to peak.










 


[image: alt]





Age Differences in Bimanual Coordination - Research 

110, p < .001, between the slower and the faster of the two hands (left or .... Thus, the locus of change in parameter pro- .... as both educational tools and research instruments. Est. ... This state-of-the-art book explains how to design andcon-.










 


[image: alt]





Role of the cerebellum in reaching movements in humans ... - Research 

... distribution, the standard. â€ To avoid undesirable edge effects, each neurone layer formed a torus. ..... cell displayed as a polar plot. The length of each axis ...










 


[image: alt]





Coordination underlying the control of whole body ... - Research 

coupling among body segments [3,5]. That is, limiting variability of joint ...... [17] de Looze MP, Kingma I, Bussman JBJ, Toussaint HB. Valida- tion of a dynamic ...










 


[image: alt]





Tweed (1998) Optimizing gaze control in three ... - Mark Wexler 

were either separated by SDSâ€“polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (PAGE) (8% ... and 2 mM ethylene glycol-bis(succinimidylsuccinate). (EGS; Pierce) for 20 min ...










 


[image: alt]





Optimal feedback control as a theory of motor coordination - Research 

Oct 28, 2002 - plant can be constructed, what control scheme is capable of using them, and ...... through optimal control. Cold Spring Harbor Symp. Quant. Biol. 55, ... Curr. Opin. Neurobiol. 9, 718â€“727 (1999). 42. Todorov, E. & Jordan, M. I. ...










 


[image: alt]





Gaze effects in the cerebral cortex: reference frames for ... - Research 

MIT Press, Cambridge, MA. Pouget A, Sejnowski TJ (1997) Spatial transformations in the pa- rietal cortex using basis functions. J Cogn Neurosci 9:222â€“237.










 


[image: alt]





Target Size Modulates Saccadic Eye Movements in Humans - Research 

diameter, which contained no conspicuous elements within the target shape. With increasing ... In particular, it is unclear how target size is processed into a.










 


[image: alt]





The importance of head-free gaze control in 

that the passive/active modality has an influence on self- motion perception. ..... [6] Guedry, F.E., Psychophysics of vestibular sensation, In H.H.. Kornhuber (Ed.) ...










 


[image: alt]





The importance of head-free gaze control in 

101. Table 1. Multiple linear regression analysis for variables predicting performancea. Adjusted R2 ... Leboucher and M. Ehrette for electrical and mechanical engineering, Dr S. Wiener for comments on early version of the manuscript, as well ...










 


[image: alt]





intermanual coordination: from behavioural ... - Research 

within the broader workspace of the performer, it is pos- sible to obtain an idea of the ..... approach to guide future research on the cerebral control of interlimb ...










 


[image: alt]





Movement control in golf putting - Research 

One of the problems to be solved in movement execution is to define the muscular force ...... Distance and movement time effects on the timing of agonist and.










 


[image: alt]





Dopamine in Motivational Control: Rewarding, Aversive ... - Research 

Jul 14, 2010 - support brain systems for orienting, cognitive processing, and motivational drive. .... in sensory and motor adaptation (Braun et al., 2010; Fairhall et al., 2001 .... electrical shocks, and other unpleasant sensations) and sensory cue










 


[image: alt]





Oculo-manual coordination control - CiteSeerX 

Summary. The aim of this study was to examine coor- dination control in eye and hand tracking of visual tar- gets. We studied eye tracking of a self-moved target, ...










 


[image: alt]





motor control - Research 

focus of motor control researchâ€”has received little attention in psychology.â€� ... or a girl trembling at the first thought of love, or Newton creating universal laws.










 


[image: alt]





Coordination of mono- and bi-articular muscles in multi ... - Research 

served when a muscle acted as agonist in one degree of freedom ... of activity of individual muscles when they act as agonist .... used to define each structure.










 


[image: alt]





Saccadic System Plasticity in Humans 

refixations were recorded between 0 and 10 degrees left, first with the right, ... The ap- paratus was then calibrated for each eye individually. The same sequence of ..... Optican LM, Robinson DA: Plastic adaptations of saccadic dysmetria, in ...










 


[image: alt]





Coordination between posture and movement in a ... - Research 

Aug 26, 1994 - estimated by performing a regression analysis on each series of trials ... level and activated by collaterals of the corticospinal pathways arising from the .... The data were analyzed with the STATGRAPHICS software pro- gram.










 


[image: alt]





Coordination between posture and movement: interaction ... - Research 

Abstract We examined the interaction between the control of posture and an aiming movement. Balance control was varied by having subjects aim at a target.










 


[image: alt]





Coordination between equilibrium and hand ... - Research 

from the standing position, using the whole body. It has previously been shown .... the strategies required to point using the upper and lower limbs; the latter could indeed be ... showed a sustained deflection above zero. Finger path curvatures.










 


[image: alt]





Components of bottom-up gaze allocation in 

(2002) to test whether contour-facilitation plays a signif- icant role in .... cross (1000 ms), followed by a stimulus image (3000 ms) drawn from one of the image categories shown in Fig. 1. Subjects ...... 2485â€“2491. Astafiev, S., Shulman, G., Sta










 


[image: alt]





Operations Research Letters Coordination through De ... - CiteSeerX 

Mar 17, 2005 - A consequence of Myhillâ€“Nerode's classical theo- rem on the theory of regular languages (see [4] for instance) is that the size of any automaton ...










 


[image: alt]





Coordination of Posture and Movement - Research 

suggests that a central neruous system model of body dynamics is essential to an- ticipato y control ...... of the programming of anticipatory postural adjustments ...










 














×
Report Gaze Control in Humans: Eye-Head Coordination ... - Research





Your name




Email




Reason
-Select Reason-
Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint





Description















Close
Save changes















×
Signe






Email




Mot de passe







 Se souvenir de moi

Vous avez oublié votre mot de passe?




Signe




 Connexion avec Facebook












 

Information

	A propos de nous
	Règles de confidentialité
	TERMES ET CONDITIONS
	AIDE
	DROIT D'AUTEUR
	CONTACT
	Cookie Policy





Droit d'auteur © 2024 P.PDFHALL.COM. Tous droits réservés.








MON COMPTE



	
Ajouter le document

	
de gestion des documents

	
Ajouter le document

	
Signe









BULLETIN



















Follow us

	

Facebook


	

Twitter



















Our partners will collect data and use cookies for ad personalization and measurement. Learn how we and our ad partner Google, collect and use data. Agree & Close



