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Learning French...in context! Welcome to your Fluent City French class! Here’s a few important things to know before you begin: 1 - Don’t be afraid to “keep it simple” for the next few months. Speaking like a child anytime soon is actually a great triumph. A 4-year-old child in France has spoken and listened to French for about 16 hours EVERY day for several years! If you can do the same after a 20 or 40 hours of class, then you are doing really well. 2 - Learning a new language is never easy, especially if it is your first foreign language. Don’t get discouraged as the going gets really tough in a few weeks! Even if you are a smart and successful person who is used to “getting” things very quickly, be aware that it is rare that someone “gets” a foreign language right away. Stick to the basics, come to class each week, put in as much study time outside of class as possible, and use the resources made available to you to study the concepts you might be struggling with (and ask for more if you need them). More important than anything is to remain positive and to stick with it as you move forward each week. 3 - A lot of material is covered in each class session. If you have to miss a class, check out www.fluentcity.com/ missaclass for what to do. Learning a language should be a fun experience and your teacher will do everything they can to ensure that it is a pleasant journey, so enjoy the ride!



Pronunciation...in context! French pronunciation is difficult and it will take a lot of dedication and a very positive attitude to avoid getting frustrated as you start to learn some of the fundamental concepts of how to pronounce words. The end result is speaking a language that sounds incredibly sexy, but the many pronunciation rules (and the exceptions to those rules) make it very difficult to learn how to pronounce words correctly…especially at first. Many sounds don’t have an equivalent in English, so be prepared for fundamental differences when you open your mouth. Stay positive and try not to let it throw you off too much. The entire first class is meant to introduce you to the fundamental concepts of pronunciation, but don’t worry if it takes many months to solidify those concepts. Over the next few weeks, you will be studying basic grammar and vocabulary. As you progress, don’t let pronunciation errors and the fact that your teacher will constantly correct your pronunciation get you down. Even advanced students are still working to master pronunciation, so keep working hard on it, solidify the grammar, and try to build confidence in attempting to speak. Mastery of pronunciation will only come with time.



GOALS Learn the concepts on the following page and use the next few pages to practice those concepts, including the greetings (which are also a fun way to have a few phrases to show off to your roommate or significant other tonight after class). Focus on pronouncing each word correctly instead of what it means for now, even if it seems painfully slow to learn how to pronounce each word correctly.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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The Fundamentals of Pronunciation



l’alphabet



A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P ah



beh



ceh



dey



euh



elevator pudding je



eff



zjay



asch



ee



zjee



kah



ell



emm



enn



oh



Q R S T U V W X Y Z kou



err



ess



teh



ooh



veh



doobluhvay eeks



eegrehk



Rule #1 les consonnes finales



The final consonant of a word is not usually pronounced in French. Say these English words of French origin just like you would in English and you’ll see what we mean:



ballet crochet ricochet filet debris depot debut coup …but, you usually DO pronounce the final consonant of a word or sound is a C, R, F, or L (an easy way to remember that is that it kinda spells out the English word “careful”). Say these English words of French origin just like you would in English and you’ll see what we mean:



cadillac chauffeur chef hotel You probably aren’t very familiar the following words, but they should still be pretty easy to try to pronounce because it would only make sense intuitively to pronounce the last consonant.



avec



mur



soif



il



BUT a word that ends in -ER will end in an “ay” sound:



donner arriver chanter premier écolier



!!!



A final “e” will make the preceding consonant “come to life”:



tout toute



arrêt arrête



bon américain bonne américaine arrive



You can think of that final “e” as a martyr for the consonant and is so busy giving life to it, it is not pronounced itself. les liaisons



A liaison occurs when the final consonant of a word is brought to life by a vowel as the first letter in the next word:



un ami des tables/des affiches mes amis il arrive/ils arrivent Comment allez-vous ? z



z



z



Note: An “s” will be brought to life as a “z” sound.



Rule #2 la combinaison des lettres



Simply put, certain letter combinations usually make certain sounds.



“ay” -er -ez -é-et “et” “les” “des” “mes”



“eh” -è(-êt) -ai-



“euh” je -e-



!



“oh” -au-aux-eau



“ooh” -ou-oû-



“ah” -a-à-â-



qu = “k” oi = “wah” eu = eu, / so “euh”



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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les nasales



”AHn” -en-an-



“EHn” -ain“bien”



“ohn” -on-



“uhn” -un-
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zed



Pronunciation Practice



Je croise Thomas, un écolier qui est mon plus jeune élève. -Bonjour, Sam ! Comment ça va ? -Ça va bien, merci. Et toi, comment ça va ? -Je vais très bien, merci. Alors, à plus tard. -Au revoir.



Je croise une amie dans le métro. -Salut, Marine ! Tout va bien ? -Salut, Sylvain. Oui, tout va bien. Et toi ? -Ouais, ça va. -Ah, on arrive à Lorimer Street. C’est mon arrêt ! Tu continues ? -Oui, je vais à Graham Avenue. -Ok. Salut, Sylvain. A demain à la fête de Christophe ! -A demain, Marine. Bonne soirée. -A toi aussi !



Comment tu t’appelles ? Comment tu t’appelles ? Je m’appelle Bruno. Et toi ? Je m’appelle Sandrine. Enchantée. Enchanté.



Tip: Redo this same interaction to practice, but using your name instead.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Qu’est-ce qui se pa



sse ?



Des salutations



On prend congé



Bonjour.



Au revoir.



Bonsoir. Salut.



e! A tout



Greetings Comment tu t’a ppell Des questions Des réponses es ? Ça va ?



Ça va.



Bonne journée / soirée / nuit.



Comment ça va ?



Ça va bien.



Salut.



Tout va bien ?



Tout va bien.



À demain



Comment tu t’appelles ?



À toute à l’heure



Je m’appelle _____________.



Et toi ?



À bientôt



À la semaine prochaine



Et vous ?



Ça



va,



On se tutoie?



Enchanté(e).



mec



?



Formal (vous)



Informal (tu, toi)



*at a job interview *Barack Obama, or a senator *your father-in-law the first time you meet him until you get to know him *people who work in shops and restaurants *to your teacher in a traditional academic setting *the police *your boss until you get to know him



*people you know well and could greet with “hey” instead of “hello” *people who are young (under 35, let’s say) *anyone wearing a hoodie and a baseball hat or sneakers *most people in a casual setting: a friend’s dinner party or an energetic bar *children *your coworkers and classmates to encourage equality amongst yourselves



***Not sure? Say “On se tutoie?”, which is kind of like asking “Should we be informal with each other?” An equivalent in English might be “Please, call me David. Mr. Beckham is too formal…” ***Someone being formal with you when you don’t want them to? Say “Tu peux me tutoyer”, which is informing someone that you can use informal language with them.



Les salutations With a partner, have a quick interaction involving: Hello, How are you?, What’s your name?, and Goodbye. Keep it simple and practice until the conversation is smooth, even if it’s a super basic interaction. Then, fill in the blanks with an appropriate response and re-enact this scene. enchanté je m’appelle



ça va au revoir



comment tu t’appelles ça va bien



bonjour à bientôt



Max: Bonjour! ___________________ Max. ________________________ ? Atef: ___________________, Sam. Je m’appelle Atef. Max: Comment ça va ? Atef: ______________________. Et toi ? Max: _____________________________. (un ami de Max arrive) Max: Atef, je te présente mon ami Alexis. Atef: ______________________. Alexis: ____________________. Max: _______________________, Atef. _______________. Then, write out a couple of basic interactions like these. Remember to keep it simple! Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Verbs...in context! Ok, now that you’ve got some of the basics of pronunciation down, it’s time to start to understand verbs. I think we can all agree that the verb is the most important part of any sentence, so you can imagine why we want you to focus on them in your Fluent City classes. To understand verbs, you need to understand what conjugation is. Because conjugation is often very simple in English, English speakers are often totally unaware of it. It is definitely more complex in French and it is helpful if you understand how it works in English before you start learning how to do it in French on the next page. Here are some of the major concepts: -an infinitive of a verb in English includes the word “to”. Examples of some infinitives in English: to walk to speak



to work to buy



to find to rest



-To conjugate a verb means to take “to walk” and turn it into: I walk, you walk, he walks, etc. so that it can be used in a sentence. Here’s the full conjugation of the verb “to walk” in English: to walk I walk you walk he/she/it walks



we walk you (guys) walk* they walk



*You is plural here as in “you guys” or “you all”/“y’all”…or, in correct/official English, simply “you” just like it is in singular form. Note: Notice how the verb for he, she, and it are all conjugated the same way. -In English, conjugation is simple. You drop the word “to” from the infinitive, and do nothing for most of the conjugations. For he/she/it, all you do is add an s. Easy, right? Be careful, though! The spelling and pronunciation changes are much more drastic in French as you’ll see on the next page! GOALS The goal of the next two pages is to get you comfortable with how verb conjugation works in French. The list on the left side of the page is a list of infinitives of basic verbs to start with. Look them up in your dictionary and learn them as “to ____”. That way, it will make sense when you conjugate them with all the subject pronouns (I, you, he, etc.). Don’t worry about the ones with a star and simply consider them no different than the rest for now. Your teacher will explain that the verbs with a star involve slight spelling changes that rarely affect the pronunciation. Since we focus so much on speaking (vs writing) in Fluent City classes, those spelling changes aren’t important for now. Instead, focus on the conjugation pattern, in general. Of course, when studying verbs and conjugation, verb tenses come up. Right now, we are only going to introduce you to the present tense. It won’t be until Level 2 when you begin learning other tenses like the past tense “I walked” or “I spoke”. For now, stick with simply “I walk” and “I speak”.



In English, we have three present tenses (I speak, I do speak, and I am speaking, for example). In French, there is only one present tense that covers all three English ones. Je parle, for example, could be translated/understood as “I speak” OR “I do speak” OR “I am speaking”. Don’t let that confuse you, especially if you know that Je suis means “I am”, you might have to the instinct to translate “I am speaking” as “Je suis parle…ing?”. However, it is simply Je parle for all three.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Regular -er verb conjugation acheter* aider



les pronoms sujets



The 9 subject pronouns are:



je tu il / elle / on



aimer appeler*



I you (informal/singular) he/she/one



nous vous ils / elles



we you (formal/plural) they



arrêter



la conjugaison



changer*



To use a verb in a sentence, you first have to change (conjugate) it to fit the subject.



commencer* continuer



1. On the left is a list of verbs that end in -er in their infinitive form. 2. Drop the -er of the infinitive, and what’s left is called the root. 3. To form the present tense of the verb, add the following endings to the root:



demander



je



-e tu -es il / elle / on -e



donner écouter enlever* envoyer* essayer* étudier



nous vous ils / elles



-ons -ez -ent



parler - to speak je parle tu parles il / elle / on parle



nous vous ils / elles



parlons parlez parlent



habiter louer manger* marcher parler payer*



The pronunciation of all of the conjugations in what is called the “boot” are the same. It is the infinitive without the “ay” sound. rester – to stay/remain je tu il/elle/on



reste restes reste



nous vous ils/elles



restons restez restent



penser préférer* regarder



When the infinitive starts with a vowel or silent h, je contracts to j’ and a liason occurs in the nous, vous, and ils/elles forms:



rentrer



aimer – to like or to love



répéter*



je aime



rester



j’aime tu il/elle/on



retourner



habiter– to live



travailler



je habite



trouver utiliser



j’habite tu il/elle/on



aimes aime



nous vous ils/elles



aimons aimez aiment



habites habite



nous vous ils/elles



habitons habitez habitent



voyager* *Verbs marked with an asterisk are conjugated just like regular -er verbs, but with minor spelling changes in some of the forms. For now, you can start using these without worrying about these differences. Details of the spelling changes for these groups can be found in a verb book such as Barron’s 501 French Verbs.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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La conjugaison Modèle : Tu (parler) français. Tu parles français. 1. Tu (habiter) à Paris depuis 10 ans. ______________________________________________________________ 2. Tu (utiliser) mon ordinateur. ____________________________________________________________________ 3. Je (aimer) manger au restaurant chinois. _________________________________________________________ 4. Elle (trouver) le français difficile mais utile. ________________________________________________________ 5. Je (habiter) à Brooklyn. _______________________________________________________________________ 6. Vous (louer) aussi un appartement ici à Brooklyn. __________________________________________________ 7. Tu (acheter) un cahier pour la classe. ____________________________________________________________ 8. Nous (utiliser) rarement le dictionnaire. __________________________________________________________ 9. Marine (déjeuner) normalement à 13h. __________________________________________________________ 10. Sam et Julia (écouter) un chanteur français. _____________________________________________________ 11. Il (envoyer) un courriel à une amie. ____________________________________________________________ 12. On (étudier) le vocabulaire avec Eric. ___________________________________________________________ 13. Ils (parler) bien le français. ___________________________________________________________________ 14. Robert (regarder) un film chez un ami. _________________________________________________________ 15. Je (commencer) un cours de français demain. ___________________________________________________ 16. Vous (manger) avec nous. ___________________________________________________________________



/ It On = In English, the third person singular pronouns are:



In French, they are:



he/she/it/ and officially “one” as well



il/elle/on



It can be confusing to understand which one means what and when, especially on. For the most part, il means he and elle means she. On means “one” as in “What does one do when one is hungry? One eats.” That sounds very British and/or absurdly formal, though, right? This is not true in French. It’s totally normal and the way everyone speaks on the street. In American English, the sentence would probably be: “What do you do when you are hungry? You eat.”, but that is a very different you than: “You are my best friend, Fred.” In French, tu and vous (both mean you) can only be used when you are speaking to someone about themselves as in “Tu es ma meilleure amie, Fred”. When you are referring to when people, in general, are hungry, the statement in French should not involve “tu” or “vous”. It would involve on, meaning one, or people in general instead. Because “we” can also be referring to people in general, on may also be used in sentences like “In America, we work hard but we also play hard.” Translating “it” can be difficult and will be addressed in a later class. For now, know that you cannot use “on” for it.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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negatives To make verbs negative, you sandwich the conjugated verb with ne and pas. Tu ne parles pas français.



Il ne chante pas bien.



Vous ne dansez pas bien.



Notice how the “e” of ne is dropped when the next word begins with a vowel and how the two words are then contracted with an apostrophe. This is just like what happens when “je aime” becomes “j’aime”.



Vous n’aimez pas danser. (ne aimez



n’aimez)



Je n’aime pas les olives. (ne aime



n’aime)



Je n’habite pas à Brooklyn. (ne habite



n’habite)



infinitives If a sentence has more than one verb, only the first verb can be conjugated. Any other verbs in the same part of the sentence must be in the infinitive. This often happens with verbs of preference like aimer and détester. In English, we use either the infinitive (“I like to dance”) or the -ing form (“I like dancing”), but in French there is only one option, “J’aime danser”.



Il aime danser. Il n’aime pas danser.



Il déteste danser. Tu désires travailler pour moi.



questions One of the simplest ways to ask a question in French is to take a declaration (a sentence) and say it aloud, but raising your voice at the end. This is done in English and in French! Sentences



Tu parles français. Jason parle espanol. Tu habites à Brooklyn. David Beckham habite à Los Angeles. Tu regardes Homeland. Cecelia regarde Homeland. Cecelia aime regarder la télé. Tu écoutes souvent NPR. Tu n’aimes pas regarder la télé.



Learning resources: www.fluentcityblog.com/resources Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass



Questions



Tu parles français? Jason parle espanol? Tu habites à Brooklyn. David Beckham habite à Los Angeles? Tu regardes Homeland? Cecelia regarde Homeland? Cecelia aime regarder la télé? Tu écoutes souvent NPR? Tu n’aimes pas regarder la télé?
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Les négatifs et les infinitifs Translate the following sentences/questions into French, paying special attention to negatives and infinitives. Ask and respond to the questions. Use the exercise on page 8 to guide your sentence structure and vocabulary choices.



They speak French well. You speak French well? You are studying French? Yes, I am studying French. Do you travel often? (often = souvent) He doesn’t live in Brooklyn. I’m watching a movie at a friend’s house. I hate to walk, but I live in New York. (but = mais) You are traveling to Paris for Christmas? She doesn’t like to study French. You’re not using a book? They don’t watch TV. I don’t listen to NPR. I hate traveling. He doesn’t like to work. I like to watch tv. You find French difficult? You rent an apartment in Brooklyn? David Beckham speaks French? I start a French class tomorrow. I rarely use a dictionary. I find French hard, but useful.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass



!10



Fluent City, Copyright 2014 www.fluentcity.com



Articles...in context! The two main articles are a (or an when the next word begins with a vowel) and the. A is an indefinite article and is used for non-specific things: a book (any old book), a chair (just any chair), an Olympian (there are many, I’m not talking about a specific one).... The is a definite article and is used for specific things: the book you were talking about the other day, the chair that is empty right next to you, the Olympian with the most medals... In French, the usage of definite and indefinite articles is fundamentally the same. When you want to express: the, you use the definite articles le, la, or les. a/an, you use the indefinite articles un, une, or des. Why three choices for each? In English, one could say: the chair, the dog, the scene, the chairs, the dogs, the scenes. In French, each of these nouns have a gender (either masculine or feminine) and the article changes based on that. There is also a different article for plural nouns in French, whereas in English it’s the same article for the dog and the dogs. In French, it’s le chien vs les chiens. ***The concept of nouns having gender can be hard to wrap your head around if this is the first foreign language you are learning and your professor can give you as many tips as possible for how to learn its gender along with a noun, but when it comes right down it, it just has to be memorized. Now that you know how to deal with “a” vs “the”, what about when there is no article at all in English? Here are some examples: I love math. (not the math, or a math, but math in general) He is watching TV. (not the tv in the living room, not one of his many tvs) Those are chairs. (not the chairs that specifically belong in this room, but just “some” chairs) In the first two examples, math and tv are “big ideas” or general concepts. When we refer to these in English, we don’t use an article. In French, an article is required with a noun at almost all times. In cases where you’re referring to a “big idea”, use the definite articles le, la, and les for the equivalent of the. This is why French people tend to say something like “I study the chemistry” when they are still learning English. The reason is because they use the equivalent of the in their language for that sentence. The third example is “chairs”. What is the plural of a chair?. That is a chair, those are...chairs. What is the plural of “a”? It’s actually “some”, but we usually drop it in English. Again, though, an article is required with a noun at almost all times in French. In this case, you’d use the plural indefinite article des. When it comes right down to it, though, translating the sentence from English to French and using the definite articles when you would use the in English and the indefinite articles when you’d use a, an, or some in English will get you a long way in understanding articles and starting to use them correctly. GOALS The goal of the next two page is to get you used to the gender of nouns and which article (the equivalent of “a” vs “the”) to use with each noun. Unlike Spanish, there is no easy way to tell the gender of a noun by it’s spelling. When it comes right down to it, it’s memorization. See more about the gender of nouns here: www.fluentcityblog.com/gender Start with looking up some nouns/words that you use every day. Your dictionary will have a little “m” or “f” next to it or an “nm” or “nf”, for “noun feminine” or “noun masculine”. Always write the gender next to the word for the noun that you translated into English. You will quickly learn that knowing the word for “table” for example, in French won’t help you use it in a sentence unless you know its gender.



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Articles and Il y a les articles indéfinis



For “a” or “some”, indefinite articles are used: masculin



pluriel (for both)



féminin



un



une des



Be aware of the fact that the “some” is usually omitted in English. les articles définis



For “the”, definite articles are used:



masculin



pluriel (for both)



féminin



le



la



les



“Le” et “la” contract before a noun that begins with a vowel or vowel sound (h). “Les” does not contract.



le ordinateur l’ordinateur, mais les ordinateurs la affiche l’affiche, mais les affiches la horloge l’horloge, mais les horloges They are also used to refer to something as a “general concept”, which is usually an intangible idea as opposed to an object. The choice is often as simple as the choice between “a” and “the” or “the big idea” in English.



Je loue un appartement à Williamsburg. Elle travaille dans un hôpital. Vous achetez une maison ? Tu manges une pomme. Ils donnent un cadeau au prof.



Je déteste les chats. J’aime le foot(ball). On regarde la télé. Tu étudies le français. On utilise les langues pour communiquer.



Most nouns can be made plural simply by adding an “s” to the end, which will rarely be pronounced:



un stylo des stylos



un bar des bars



une chaise des chaises



un ami des amis



une amie des amies



Il y a To express “there is” or “there are”, one uses the expression “il y a”. Il y a une chaise dans cette salle. Il y a des chaises dans cette salle.



Il y a une étudiante dans cette salle. Il y a des étudiants et un professeur dans cette salle.



Qu’est-ce qu’il y a dans ton sac ? Tell me what is in your bag right now after emtpying it out. You can look up words you don’t know. You may choose to write a couple of additional descriptions of what is in your boyfriend or girlfriend’s bag, your best friend’s bag, etc. Modèle: Dans mon sac, il y a des stylos, une calculatrice, un cahier,... Dans le sac de mon ami Katie, il y a un lecteur mp3 (un iPod), des livres,... Dans le sac de mon copain, il y a des clés, un portefeuille,... Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Vocabulary At Fluent City, we leave vocabulary (especially nouns) up to you for the most part as we don’t believe that one can be “taught” vocabulary. Your professor will, however, make sure that you use and hear lots of these basic words in in class to help make them stick in your brain as you start to learn them. Don’t let the size of this list overwhelm you for any reason. Look up 10 words a day for a couple of weeks and make note cards or start to memorize them as best you can. Don’t forget to learn the gender with the noun! after almost also apartment app bag band/group bar bathroom beach between bike board book boss building buy, pay, sell (verbs) car cash chair city city class (“course” AND “group of people”) classroom club co-worker computer concert conjugation/to conjugate credit card desk dictionary discount during email eraser folder for friend grocery store “Happy Birthday” here homework house if internet kitchen like/as living room map marker Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass



maybe/perhaps museum now office packet page paper park password pen question restaurant roommate sale sentence sheet shopping state store street student subway table teacher television “That sucks” “That's awesome” theater/cinema there today tomorrow truth until verb with without yesterday
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GOALS Keep your own lists of vocabulary and look up the words that you think you might want to know for everyday topics (food/drink that you consume daily, basic clothes-related words, immediate family members and friends, etc.) The trick with vocabulary is to not spend time, energy, and brainpower filling your brain with words you’d never use as a beginner or intermediate speaker any way. You shouldn’t worry about how to say “nailclipper” for example, when you don’t even know the word for “hand”. If you want to build up your vocabulary with body parts, for example, focus on “hand”, “leg”, and “eyes” and not “eyebrow”, “thumb”, and “thigh”. Therefore, LIMIT YOURSELF with vocabulary. Even the most ambitious and dedicated students won’t be able to remember a lot of words that you might not use on an every day basis. Give it time and practice as few as 5-10 week, if necessary. A good book for practicing vocabulary is CLE’s Vocabulaire Progressif du Français. Start with Niveau Débutant.
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Regular vs. Irregular Verbs...in context! You now can make a lot of simple sentences in French using basic vocabulary and regular -er verbs. It’s time to understand what an irregular verb is. Unlike regular verbs, irregular verbs aren’t conjugated according to a firm pattern or formula. When it comes right down to it, you have to learn the conjugations individually. The absolute most important irregular verbs in French to start to get comfortable with as soon as possible are: to be to have to do/to make (it’s the same verb in French) to go to want to must (to have to) to can (to be able to) and, to know



to to to to to



drink come leave/go out say take (normal usage as well as “eat/drink” as in “I’ll take a coffee, please” to see



Use a verb conjugation book (such as Barron’s 501 French Verbs) to look up the spelling/conjugation of a certain verb. A dictionary will only give you the infinitive and you’ll need to be able to conjugate the verb correctly in sentences. Knowing that “vouloir” is to want, for example, won’t help you if you want to say “I want an apartment in the South of France.” because you’d only be able to say “I to want an apartment...” if you didn’t know the conjugation of vouloir with je. Irregular verbs exist in English as well and cause as much frustration for beginner students of English as ones in French will for you. Someone learning English can pretty quickly get that to walk is I walk, you walk, he walks and that to sing, to dance, to stay, and most other verbs in English are conjugated the same (I sing, you sing, he sings...I dance, you dance, he dances...I stay, you stay, he stays, etc.). All of a sudden, though, to be is extremely irregular. To be is conjugated as I am, you are, and he is. The same extreme differences exist in French and, when it really comes down to it, you just have to use the verb in lots of sentences enough to remember it.



GOALS The goal of the next two pages is to start to get comfortable with two specific irregular verbs: être (to be) and avoir (to have) so that you can start trying them out in sentences. By getting familiar with these two specific verbs, you will also start to get comfortable with the idea of irregular verbs, especially as compared to regular verbs. Don’t worry if it takes a while before you get good at spitting out the conjugations of these two verbs. The conjugation of any one specific irregular verb definitely takes time to master and there are a lot of them, so don’t let yourself get overwhelmed!
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irregular verbs être and avoir Unlike regular verbs, irregular verbs don’t follow a formula for conjugation. That means you must memorize each form of the verb individually! Here are two of the most important irregular verbs:



être - to be je suis I am tu es you are il est he is



nous sommes we are vous êtes you are ils sont they are



avoir - to have j’ai tu as il a



I have you have he has



nous avons vous avez ils ont



we have you have they have



J’ai une moto.



I have a motorcycle.



Je suis étudiant(e).*



I am a student.



Tu as un appartement ou une maison ?



________________________________________________



Vous avez une piscine chez vous ?



_________________________________________



Il est français.*



_________________________________________



Ils sont de Brooklyn.



_________________________________________



*NOTE* With the verb être, an article is usually not used with professions, nationalities, and religions.



C’est When identifying objects, use “c’est” (this is). Notice that this expression uses the verb “être”. C’est une voiture. C’est moi.



C’est un livre. C’est un film d’action.



Qu’est-ce que c’est que ça ? C’est un/C’est une... 1. “Law & Order” ? C’est une émission______.



10. Union Pool est ______________________________.



2. “Single Ladies” ? _______________________.



11. CNN.com est _______________________________.



3. Le français ? ___________________________.



12. “Quel âge as-tu?” est ________________________.



4. Sam est ______________________________.



13. Paris et Marseille sont _______________________.



5. Je suis _______________________________.



14. Mes parents ont ____________________________.



6. J’ai __________________________________.



15. __________________ est ____________________.



7. « Les Misérables » ? ____________________.



16. ____________________ a ____________________.



8. Mickey et Minnie sont ___________________.



17. ____________ avons ________________ chez nous.



9. Dumont est ___________________________.



18. ___‘ai _____________________________________.
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adverbs Adverbs are always placed immediately after the conjugated verb. In negative constructions, the ne and the pas become part of the verb, in a sense, and thus also precede the adverb.



assez



ensemble



normalement



toujours



aussi



finalement



parfois



tous les jours



beaucoup



ici/là/là-bas



plus



tout le temps



(très) bien



(très) mal



rapidement



trop



bientôt



mieux



rarement



vite



d’habitude



moins



souvent



vraiment



Il écoute bien le prof.



Je mange rarement au Macdo.



Elle utilise rarement son vélo.



Je ne voyage pas souvent.



Je travaille trop.



Vous restez parfois chez vous le vendredi soir.



Je parle mal chinois.



Ils étudient tous les jours.



Les adverbes Rewrite the following sentences with an adverb from the list above. Many choices are possible.



Nous mangeons à Chipotle. ________________________________________________ Il n’étudie pas. _____________________________________________________________________ Je travaille le weekend.



_________________________________________________



Les New Yorkais marchent. _________________________________________________ Les Français mangent. _____________________________________________________ Barack Obama joue au basketball. ___________________________________________ Tout le monde aime Fluent City. ______________________________________________
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les possessifs



In French, possessives change form to match the thing being possessed, NOT the possessor/owner! That means there is no distinction between his (son/sa/ses) and her (son/sa/ses). The choice between the three forms depends on the gender and number (singular vs. plural) of thing being posessed.



masculine/vowel*



feminine



pluriel



my



mon



ma



mes



your (informal, singular)



ton



ta



tes



his/her/its/one’s



son



sa



ses



our



notre



notre



nos



your (formal, plural)



votre



votre



vos



their



leur



leur



leurs



*If a singular noun begins with a vowel, you will use the masculine possessive even if it’s a feminine noun:



Son affiche (f) Mon ami (m) Mon amie (f)



Les possessifs Tu aimes bien mon bureau? J’aime bien ton bureau. Julia apporte son cahier en cours. Jacques apporte son cahier en cours. Jacques et Julia aiment leurs parents. Nous aimons beaucoup notre nouvelle maison. Ils aiment beaucoup leur maison. Jacques aime ses parents. Julia aime ses parents. Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Point de Départ Read the following paragraphs and focus on identifying the verbs and how they are conjugated. Now try reading the paragraphs aloud, but change the subject from “je” to “tu”, as if the person you’re talking to has amnesia and you’re telling them about themselves. Next, try changing from “je” to “il/elle”, as if you’re talking about someone cool you know. Finally, write out one of the paragraphs in the “tu” or “il/elle” form for homework. Sam



Slade



Marine



Je m'appelle Sam. J'habite à



Je travaille comme rédacteur



Je suis française, et j’aime le



Williamsburg. Je loue mon



pour un site web. Mon boulot



français parce que c’est ma



appartement et mon



est fantastique ! Bien sûr,



langue maternelle. J’habite à



propriétaire est très sympa. A



j’utilise un Mac, parce que



Williamsburg, où j’ai un



Williamsburg, je travaille



c’est le meillieur ! Je



appartement avec deux



comme prof chez Fluent City.



commence à étudier le



colocs. Chaque Noël, je rentre



J'aime les langues, et mes



français mais je ne parle pas



à Nice, chez ma famille. Je



étudiants parlent bien



encore très bien. Je suis fan



préfère écouter la musique



français. J’aime Fluent City



de foot, et mon équipe



française, mais j’achète



parce qu’il y a des profs



préféré est Liverpool. Le soir



parfois des albums américains



formidables, et des étudiants



je préfère regarder un film ou



aussi. Je donne souvent des



sympas. J’adore le foot,



un match de foot. Le



leçons de français, et j’aime



surtout Lionel Messi et



weekend je reste toujours à



aider tous mes étudiants à



l'équipe FC Barcelona. Je



New York, parce qu’il y a



Fluent City !



parle espagnol et je continue



toujours quelque chose



à étudier la langue avec mon



d’intéressant à faire !



prof, Eduardo. Il aime aussi le foot et nous parlons souvent de ce sujet. Après le travail, je regarde la télévision française. J’aime bien la musique de Christophe Maé, un chanteur français. Je voyage souvent en France pour ses concerts.
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questions Questions in French have two main forms: • To ask a yes/no question, just take the statement and add “est-ce que” at the beginning. Exemple: Do you live in New York? = Est-ce que tu habites à New York? • To ask an open-ended question, start with a question word, then est-ce que, then subject and verb. Exemple: Where do you work? = Où est-ce que tu travailles? les interrogatifs



Est-ce que... ?



=



Is it that...? (Do you/Are you?)



Que ?



=



What?



Comment ?



=



How?



Pourquoi ?



=



Why?



Où ?



=



Where?



Quand ? / À quelle heure ?



=



When? / At what time?



Combien (de x) ?



=



How much / how many (x)?



Qui ?



=



Who ?



There are several alternatives to using “est-ce que”, even though that is the main way to ask a question in French:



Just change the intonation. Put question words where the answer would be. Do you live in New York? = Tu habites à New York ? When does the train arrive? = Le train arrive quand ? Invert the subject and verb. In English, for example, David Beckam is hot is a statement. Is David Beckham hot is a question. Do you have a car = Avez-vous une voiture ? Why are you studying French? = Pourquoi étudiez-vous le français?



exercice 1. ______________ est-ce qu’ils arrivent ? Ils arrivent ce soir. 2. ______________ est-ce que tu habites ? J’habite à New York. 3. ______________ est-ce que tu travailles ? Je travaille trop ! 4. ______________ est-ce que tu étudies le français ? Parce que mon petit-ami est français. 5. ______________ est-ce que tu arrives à la classe ? J’arrive à la classe en métro. 6. ______________________________________________ ? La classe commence à 19h30. 7. ______________________________________________ ? Il travaille chez Google. 8. ______________________________________________ ? Oui, nous parlons français. 9. ______________________________________________ ? Je mange un croissant. 10. ______________________________________________ ? J’habite avec deux colocs. Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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Des Questions Try asking a partner some questions from this list. We may not have studied every word yet, so chip away at these over time!



1.



Do you live in Brooklyn?



2.



Do you work in Brooklyn?



3.



Do you like living/working in Brooklyn?



4.



What time do you normally arrive at your office?



5.



Do you watch TV often?



6.



Do you like to watch/watching TV?



7.



Do you prefer to watch TV or listen to the radio?



8.



Do you like French?



9.



Do you want (désirer) to speak French well?



10.



Do you like staying at home on weekends?



11.



Do you speak Spanish?



12.



Do you travel to Paris often?



13.



Do you rent your apartment?



14.



What time do you normally get home?



15.



Do you smoke (fumer)?



16.



Do you use a French dictionary?



17.



Do you hope to visit France soon?



18.



Do you travel often?



19.



Are your parents American?



20.



Do you have a roommate?



21.



Do you listen to your iPod on the subway?



22.



Do you want to change jobs?



23.



Do you like your job?



24.



Does your family live in New York?



25.



Does your best friend live in New York?



26.



Do you walk a lot?



27.



Do you want to introduce (présenter) your boyfriend/girlfriend to your parents?



28.



Do you want to leave (quitter) the United States one day?



29.



Do you like to meet (rencontrer) people?



30.



Do you find French hard?



31.



Do you sometimes eat at [restaurant]?



32.



Do you visit the Brooklyn Bridge when your parents visit New York?



Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass



!20



Fluent City, Copyright 2014 www.fluentcity.com



Les Chiffres Les chiffres de 1 à 69



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10



un deux trois quatre cinq six sept huit neuf dix



11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19



onze douze treize quatorze quinze seize dix-sept dix-huit dix-neuf



20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29



vingt vingt et un vingt-deux vingt-trois vingt-quatre vingt-cinq vingt-six vingt-sept vingt-huit vingt-neuf



30 31 32 33 ... 40 41 42 43 ...



trente trente et un trente-deux trente-trois ... quarante quarante-et-un quarante-deux quarante-trois ...



50 51 52 53 ... 60 61 62 63 ...



cinquante cinquante-et-un cinquante-deux cinquante-trois ... soixante soixante-et-un soixante-deux soixante-trois ...



Croix et Rond



Fill in the grids with random numbers from 1-69. Play tic-tac-toe with a partner, but first say the number for each spot you pick!



16 39 24 7 41 55 11 20 38 Dates Les mois



janvier février mars avril mai juin juillet août septembre octobre novembre décembre Les jours de la semaine



lundi mardi mercredi jeudi vendredi samedi dimanche Les dates



Dates are always in the following format, and days and months are never capitalized: Le (jeudi) 2 novembre Le 14 juillet Le (mardi) 25 avril



(



)#



Le ____ __ ______ jour



mois



For the 1st of the month, use “le premier” (not “le un”). Exercice



Try saying the date of the following holidays: Modèle: le jour de l’An ___C’est le premier janvier.__ 1. Noël __________________________________



4. La Saint-Valentin ________________________



2. L’Halloween ____________________________



5. mon anniversaire _______________________



3. La fête du travail ________________________



6. La fête nationale ________________________
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ÊTRE - to be je suis tu es il/elle/on est



nous vous ils/elles



sommes êtes sont



Je suis professeur de français. Il est formidable comme acteur. Je suis de la Géorgie, mais j’habite maintenant à Brooklyn. Tu es d’où ? Nous sommes tristes ; il y a une interro aujourd’hui. Ils sont à la discothèque ? Quelle heure est-il? Il est 5 heures du soir.



Être is used to tell location, time, and most importantly to describe using adjectives. Adjectives change to match (“agree with”) the noun they describe. Adjectives that modify feminine nouns usually end in e, and those that modify plural nouns usually end in s.



un garçon américain



des garçons américains



un acteur amusant



des acteurs amusants



une fille américaine



des filles américaines



une actrice amusante



des actrices amusantes



américain(e)(s)



fatigué(e)(s)



intéressant(e)(s)



amusant(e)(s)



français(e)(s)



joli(e)(s)



content(e)(s)



important(e)(s)



méchant(e)(s)



excellent(e)(s)



intelligent(e)(s)



parfait(e)(s)



Many adjectives have slightly irregular changes for masculine vs. feminine and singluar vs. plural, so make sure to check your dictionary! The adjectives below already end in e, so they just add an s in the plural.



agréable(s) / désagréable(s)



jeune(s)



sympathique(s) / sympa(s)



célèbre(s)



moderne(s)



terrible(s)



facile(s) / difficile(s)



possible(s) / impossible(s)



triste(s)



formidable(s)



riche(s) / pauvre(s)



utile(s) / inutile(s)



Choose an appropriate adjective for each noun. Be sure to make the adjective agree with the noun!



1. un cours ________________



5. des films ________________



9. une idée ________________



2. des étudiants _____________



6. une chanson _____________



10. un appartement__________



3. un enfant ________________



7. un chateau ______________



11.un prof _________________



4. un roman ________________



8. des exercises ____________



12. un ordi _________________
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La pratique avec “être” 1. Jean-Luc ___________________ professeur de français. 2. Daffy et Daisy ________________ des canards. 3. Nous ne ____________________ pas français. Nous _______________ américains. 4. Je ________________ étudiant dans un cours de FluentBrooklyn. 5. Tu _______________ d’où ? Je ______________ de (__________________________). 6. Vous n’___________________ pas avocats ! 7. C’ _________________ un bon étudiant parce qu’il travaille beaucoup. 8. Si tu n’aimes pas _________________ pauvre, travaille plus! There are quite a few idiomatic expressions with être:



être à l’heure



être en train (de)



être en retard



être d’accord



être en avance



être en colère



être à l’aise



être en forme



Des expressions avec “être” Pose les questions suivantes à ton voisin :



Are you always on time?



Is your French professor young?



Are you comfortable?



Is your best friend rich?



Is your boss nice?



Do you always agree with the President?



Do you think that French is hard?



Are you a student?



Easy? Interesting? Useful?



Do you like being a student in Sam's class?



Are you sad today? Why?
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AVOIR - to have j’ai tu il/elle/on



nous vous ils/elles



as a



avons avez ont



J’ai une question. Il a un vélo. Tu as une voiture ? J’ai 29 ans. Richard a un nouveau vélo. Excuse-moi, tu as un pote qui s’appelle Jacques ?



Avoir is used to describe posessions, family, age, and in many expressions, such as il y a. In the negative, with avoir (and most verbs except être), the indefinite articles change to de. This is true whether the noun is masculine, feminine, OR plural:



un une des



de (d’)



Il a un vélo. ----> Il n’a pas de vélo. J’ai des frères. ----> Je n’ai pas de frères. Il y a un ordi ici. ----> Il n’y a pas d’ordi içi.



J’ai un portable. ----> Je n’ai pas de portable. Ils ont des enfants. ----> Ils n’ont pas d’enfants. Il y a des chaises ici ----> Il n’y a pas de chaises ici.



La famille grands-parents grand-père petits-enfants petit-fils parents père mari enfants fils frère autres oncle neveu cousin



grand-mère petite-fille mère femme (épouse) fille sœur tante nièce cousine



Family vocabulary gender matches the actual gender of the person.



Est-ce que tu as une soeur?



Oui, j’ai deux soeurs.



In French, one has a certain number of years as opposed to being a certain number of years old: Quel âge est-ce que vous avez?



Quel âge est-ce qu’elle a?



J’ai 29 ans.



Elle a 23 ans.
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Notice how most expressions with avoir use “to be” in English, but “to have” in French.



avoir faim



J’ai faim.



As-tu faim?



avoir soif



Nous avons soif. Buvons des bières!



J’ai soif.



avoir chaud



J’ai chaud.



Ils ont chaud?



avoir froid



Non, ils n’ont pas chaud. Ils ont froid.



J’ai froid.



avoir de la chance



Il a de la chance, ce mec!



Tu as de la chance.



avoir raison



Alors, tu as raison!



Moi, j’ai toujours raison.



avoir peur de



Vous avez peur de faire du camping?



Ils ont peur des serpents.



avoir l’air



Tu as l’air triste aujourd’hui.



Elle a l’air honnête.



avoir l’intention de



J’ai l’intention de travailler demain.



Il a l’intention d’étudier ce soir.



avoir envie de



J’ai envie de pleurer.



On n’a pas envie de continuer.



avoir besoin de



J’ai besoin de mon ordinateur.



Il a besoin d’un stylo.



Ma famille Exemple : J’ai une grande famille. J’ai deux soeurs et trois frères. Mes parents ont donc 6 enfants. Mes frères et mes soeurs habitent en Géorgie près de ma mère. Ma soeur Angie a deux filles, mais elle n’a pas de mari. Mon frère Jeff a une femme qui s’appelle Deana et ils ont une fille qui s’appelle Kelsey. Ils habitent près de ma mère, comme mes autres frères et soeurs- mais, ils déménagent bientôt à Albany, NY. J’ai une tante et deux oncles. Ils n’ont pas d’enfants, alors je n’ai pas de cousins !



La pratique avec “avoir” Modèle : Pierre/oncle/à Lyon



Pierre a un oncle à Lyon.



1. Nous/sœur/à Berlin 2. Je/tante/à Atlanta 3. Vous/cousins/à Paris 4. Tu/grand-mère/à Nice 5. Thomas/fils/à Brooklyn 6. Sarah et André/amis/à Chicago Now, make all of these sentences negative. Miss a class?: www.fluentcity.com/missaclass
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FAIRE - to do/to make je fais tu fais il/elle/on fait



nous vous



faisons faites ils/elles font



Qu’est-ce que vous faites ce soir après le cours ? Je fais une promenade avec mon copain et après ça, il fait la cuisine pour nous deux.



faire le ménage



faire des progrès



faire un pique-nique



faire le lit



faire la cuisine



faire une promenade



faire la lessive



faire une fête



faire du vélo



faire la vaisselle



faire une soirée



faire des projets



faire des courses



faire du sport



faire attention



faire du shopping



faire du yoga



faire ses devoirs



faire un voyage



One often also uses faire to talk about the weather. The subject is always the impersonal il (it): Quel temps fait-il? Il fait beau.



Il fait mauvais.



Il fait chaud.



Il fait froid.



Il fait frais.



Il fait 30 degrés.



But some weather expressions don’t use faire: Il pleut. (pleuvoir)



Il y a du soleil.



Il neige. (neiger)



Il y a du vent.



Qui fait le ménage chez toi ? Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of faire. Ross :



Julie, est-ce que tu aimes _________ le ménage ?



Julie :



Oui! Mon mari, Ben, _____________ la cuisine et moi, je _____________ la vaisselle.



Ross :



Qui _____________ le lit chez toi ?



Julie :



On _____________ le ménage ensemble d’habitude. Les enfants nettoient leur chambre et mon mari vide les



poubelles. Moi, je _____________ tout le reste. Ross :



Vous _____________ aussi les courses ensemble ?



Julie :



Oui, bien sûr!
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ALLER - to go je vais tu vas il/elle/on va



nous vous ils/elles



allons allez vont



Je vais au cinéma ce soir. Vous allez à Paris cet été ? Ils vont à Paris en train ou en avion ?



Aller + les contractions One often uses the preposition à after aller. In this context it means “to”. À has to combine with definite articles le and les:



à le



au



à les



aux



Il va à le concert.



Je vais à le cinéma.



Il va au concert.



Je vais au cinéma.



Nous aimons aller à les bars au Marais.



*à la and à l’ do not change. Modèle : Henri/plage (f)



Nous aimons aller aux bars au Marais.



Henri va à la plage.



1. Ben/cinéma (m)



4. Jessica/campagne (f)



7. Katie/montagne (f)



2. Alexis/bibliothèque (f)



5. Martina/théâtre (m)



8. Julien/travail (m)



3. Julia/musée (m)



6. Alexandra/Hôtel du Cygne (m)



9. On/Rome (x)



Le Futur proche To make the future tense, use aller followed by another infinitive. Je vais étudier l’allemand cet été.



Elle va envoyer un mail à son patron.



Nous allons faire une fête samedi soir.



aujourd’hui



la semaine prochaine



pendant les vacances



ce soir



l’année prochaine



en mois (en janvier, en février, etc.)



demain



le week-end prochain



Modèle : Nous (faire) du camping en automne. Nous allons faire du camping en automne. 1. Kelly et Jessica (visiter) des musées aujourd’hui.



4. Tu (rester) à la maison ce week-end ?



2. Sarah (aller) à la plage dimanche.



5. Je (aller) au théâtre ce soir.



3. Mon frère (faire) une promenade cet après-midi.



6. Il (faire) beau demain.
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La Traduction Translate the following sentences.



1) I need to study French because I’m going to Paris in November. 2) In New York, he is going to want to buy a car because he hates walking.



Qu’est-ce qui manque ? Fill in what is missing from the following 4 verb charts using what is there to figure out the missing pieces. Remember that the infinitive, or the translation of the infinitive, may also be missing.



être to be je tu il/elle/on



faire



es est



nous vous ils/elles



sont



fais



nous vous ils/elles



faisons faites



nous vous ils/elles



allons



aller to go



to have j’ai tu il/elle/on



je tu il/elle/on



nous vous ils/elles



avez ont



je tu il/elle/on



vas



Le Choix entre les quatre In the following phrases, fill in the blank by choosing one of the « big 4 » verbs and conjugate it properly, if neccessary. 1. Tu _____________ un lecteur DVD ?



8. Il _____________ 18 ans.



2. On _____________ du sport.



9. Il _____________ chaud.



3. Vous _____________ des étudiants optimistes.



10. D’habitude, il _____________ du soleil là-bas.



4. Nous _____________ nos devoirs.



11. Je _____________ à une piscine pour nager.



5. Vous _____________ raison. 6. On _____________ au cinéma ou à la bibliothèque ? 7. Qu’est-ce qu’ils _____________ ? Ils ____________ leurs devoirs, bien sur !
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Reflexive Verbs A verb is reflexive if the subject doing the action also receives the action, as in se laver (to wash oneself). French has many more reflexives than English, so don’t expect every example to translate neatly with “oneself”. Memorize each reflexive along with its English translation, and don’t worry if the idea doesn’t “seem” reflexive to you. Just follow the formula and you’ll be fine! Reflexive verbs have an extra pronoun in between subject and verb. To use a reflexive verb, conjugate the verb as normal, and also change the reflexive pronoun (se) as follows:



se coucher- to go to bed (to put oneself to bed) je



me



couche



nous



nous



couchons



tu



te



couches



vous



vous



couchez



il/elle



se



couche



ils/elles



se



couchent



Pay special attention to how reflexive pronouns contract before verbs that begin with a vowel!



s’ appeler- to be named (to call oneself) je



m’ appelle



nous



nous



appelons



tu



t‘ appelles



vous



vous



appelez



il/elle



s’ appelle



ils/elles



s‘



appellent



s’amuser



se demander



se lever



s’appeler



s’ennuyer



se promener



se brosser



se fâcher



se rappeler



se cacher



s’habiller



se raser



se coiffer



s’inquiéter



se réveiller



se coucher



se laver



se tromper



Les verbes réfléchis Using any many verbs as possible, describe a typical day in your life. Modèle: Je me lève normalement à 9 heures. Ensuite, je me brosse les dents. Ensuite...
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