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Disinhibition as a basic process in the expression of striatal functions G. Chevalier and J. M . Deniau



During the past decade, electrophysiological approaches have greatly improved understanding of the involvement of the basal ganglia in motor behaviour. This review reports that the basal ganglia contribute to the initiation of movement by arousing executive motor centres via a disinhibitory mechanism. We propose that the basal ganglia output is used as a movement template specifying the motor elements to be engaged in directing movement in space.



are themselves GABAergic and inhibitory. Indeed, it has been reported in several species such as rat, cat and monkey that SNr and GPi cells contain glutamic acid decarboxylase (GAD) 18,19and are responsible for a strong synaptic inhibition in the thalamus 2°-23, superior colliculus2 
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