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Describing the time in the Old World Variation in dawn and dusk is due to the changes in sunshine duration throughout the year in northern latitudes. I think it plausible that the Old World is equally subject to such variations. As for the inaccuracy at night, this was due to the fact that time was measured by the position of the sun, i.e. it was harder to judge the hour with accuracy at night. Of course moon dials did exist but they were very rare. Sun dials were far more common and most towns had at least one, usually set in a tower or gatehouse. Finally, the ring dials have started appearing in some of the most prestigious silversmiths. Old World on typical day Small hours = 2-5 am Dawn = 6 am (+/- 1 hour) Early morning = 7 am Mid-morning = 9 am Late morning = 11 am Midday = noon to 1 pm Early afternoon = 2 pm Mid-afternoon = 3 pm Late afternoon = 4 pm Early evening = 5 pm Dusk = 6 pm (+/- 1 hour) Late evening = 7 pm Early night = 8 pm Late night = 10 am Midnight = 11pm to 1pm Altdorf in summer Small hours = 2-4 am Dawn = 5 am Early morning = 6 am Mid-morning = 8 am Late morning = 10 am Midday = noon to 1 pm Early afternoon = 2 pm Mid-afternoon = 3:30 pm Late afternoon = 5 pm Early evening = 6 pm Dusk = 7 pm Late evening = 8 pm Early night = 9 pm Late night = 10 pm Midnight = 11pm to 1pm
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