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NON FICTION Marc AUGE – Les nouvelles peurs



New Fears



The economic situation, working conditions and the threat of unemployment, as well as the environment, natural disasters, terrorism, religious fanaticism… There are all kinds of fears: fear of the elderly and of the young; fear of the rich and of the poor; the fears of those who are afraid of slipping below the poverty line, and more. For an anthropologist, these fears, no matter how recent they may be, all create a sense of déjà-vu. The colonization that we are subjected to anonymously nowadays, and that we wear ourselves out trying to name and assign blame for (capitalism, financial engineering, international conglomerates, globalization), is more like a genetic disease that we are all unwittingly carriers for. The symptoms, which range from extremely varied all the way to contradictory, appear all at once, as if they were summing up our shared history. Yet the history of humanity can’t be reduced to a tale of recurrent plagues, on the contrary. It produces its own antidotes: curiosity, progress in knowledge and in cooperation, attempts at reconciliation and rapprochement and, all told, an as-yet-uncertain awareness of a shared future – all things that it would be unreasonable, or worse, to neglect or to attempt to ignore. Manuels Payot, Anthropology /Philosophy, 96 p., January 2013,



Marc AUGE, anthropologist and ethnologist, was director of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en sciences sociales. A prolific writer, he blends philosophical reflections and modern ethnology both skillfully and elegantly. “Les nouvelles peurs” is his seventh work to be published by Payot et Rivages followings among others, “L’Impossible voyage” (1997), “Les Formes de l’oubli” (2001), “Eloge de la bicyclette” (2008), “La vie en double” (2012), all translated into several languages. * * * Translation rights sold to Italy (‘Bollati Boringhieri) and Argentina (Paidos, Spanish world rights)



Jean-Luc NANCY – Ivresse



Euphoria



“As common as states of euphoric intoxication are in literature and, to a lesser extent, in painting, they seem almost impossible to find in philosophy. Yet they play a paradoxical role as far back as Plato’s Banquet. Philosophers dream both of getting drunk on absolutes and of mastering euphoria. This book isn’t a treatise on that paradox. Instead, it spins off from there into a series of variations and vagabondages in a festive – and sometimes somewhat tipsy – mood. We see Hegel, Dionysus, Apollinaire, Raskolnikov, Malcolm Lowry, Jesus, Rabelais, Spinoza and more all go by…” Jean-Luc NANCY Manuels Payot, Philosophy , 96 p., February 2013,



Philosophy professor emeritus at the University of Strasbourg, Jean-Luc NANCY has written a great number of books that have been translated the world over.



Michel AGIER – Campement urbain. Du refuge naît le ghetto Urban Encampment: from Shelters are Ghettos Born Encampments and ghettos are similar, and are part of today’s world, forming the foundation on which the future is already being built. So we need to take a closer look. At the root of any ghetto is a refuge. A separate place, a shelter from a hostile context that has turned into a place of struggle for survival, one whose future depends on its relations to others and to the state. Years of study and observation in refugee camps in Africa, exponentially expanding slums in Latin America, and migrant encampments in Europe have enabled the anthropologist and urban ethnographer Michel Agier to shed new light on how cities are formed, and particularly on ghettos.



A study of cities of the future, this book is also a reflection about living in exile. Among the dis-placed, nothing they knew in the place they came from can be considered obvious or absolutely dependable – attachments, relationships, even languages have been left behind, sometimes lost, and need to be recreated. The anthropologist shares this displaced persons’ route and incorporates it into his thinking. Every instant of these encounters, wherever they take place, is like a concentrated experience of the world. Manuels Payot, Anthropology /Philosophy, 144 p.,March 2013



Michel AGIER, anthropologist, is the Director of Research at the Institut de Recherche pour le Développement and Director of Studies at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales. from 2005 to 2009, he coordinated ASILES, a vast program of research about refugees, migrants and “aliens” around the world.



Bernard HEYBERGER – Les Chrétiens en Orient. De la compassion à la compréhension Christians in the Middle East: from Compassion to Comprehension The demographic evolution of Christians in the Middle East has not been a history of endless erosion and degeneration since the advent of Islam. Their current drop can be explained through several causes, among which, the recent failure of nationalist ideologies holds more weight than “Muslim fanaticism.” One of the structural problems for Christian communities in the Middle East comes from the extremely long-standing division into rival Churches, as well as their own internal organization. The construction th of Nation-States over the course of the 20 century, as well as both diasporas and the broader rural exodus changed the way communities relate to territories. Currently, the issue is how communities and ecclesiastic structures will adapt to the consequences of the “Arab revolutions.” The Churches, which had adapted to the authoritarian regimes that had been in place for decades, seem unprepared for these changes. In addition, contrary to the preconceived notion that Christians have preserved their traditions unchanged since the origins of their religion, in fact their connection with the past is in constant evolution, and reactions to changes in surrounding society and western science play key roles. Like all religions, those in the Middle East are currently being exposed both to globalization and to the individualization of belief. Manuels Payot, History /Philosophy, 160 p.,April 2013



Philosopher and historian, Bernard HEYBERGER is the Director of the Institut d’études de l’Islam et des sociétés du monde musulman at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales



Katia GENEL – Autorité et émancipation. Horkheimer et la Théorie critique Authority and Emancipation: Horkheimer and Critical Theory Authority and authoritarianism were the subject of constant reflection, although it has often gone unremarked, in what is known as the "Frankfurt School". In the 1930s and 40s, they appeared in the writings of all of the thinkers of the first generation: Horkheimer, Adorno, Fromm, Marcuse, Pollock, Löwenthal, and also Benjamin, Neumann, Kirchheimer. By analyzing the phenomena of voluntary servitude, submission to hierarchy, authority within the family and mass culture, critical theoreticians were in fact observing the different forms that the interiorization of social domination can take. Their critique of authority sheds light on the psychological, social and political factors that ensure the reproduction of an irrational social order and block the path of emancipation.



Taking Horkheimer’s writings as her starting point for questions of authority, Katia Genel studies the full range of issues debated by theoreticians of the Institute of Social Research. The theme of authority, which was addressed throughout those years in a cross-curricular manner, exposes a different side of the "Frankfurt School" from the one we are generally used to seeing presented. These analyses illuminate the thesis of collusion between reason and domination presented in the Dialectic of Enlightenment; they can be said to constitute a laboratory of the theory of domination that is developed within it, and they show its full complexity. How can the transformation of society be theorized when psychoanalysis reveals us to be impulsedriven beings attached to the irrationality of existing order? What are the political and legal factors that hinder, or on the contrary, encourage individuals’ psychological autonomy? And to what extent is criticism even possible when authoritarianism affects thought, and theory itself has lost all authority? It is from this triple perspective that the conditions of emancipation need to be reconsidered. Critique de la Politique, Philosophy, 448 p.,February 2013



Katia GENEL is a philosophy lecturer at the University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne.



Christophe DEJOURS - Travail vivant. 1 : Sexualité et travail ; 2 : Travail et émancipation Living Work 1: Sexuality and Work; 2: Work and Emancipation New edition in mass-market paperback



Alienation and suicide: we have known perfectly well, since “Souffrance en France”, that work can cause the worst to happen. But most people do not realise that it can also bring out the best, that it can be a factor in self-realisation and emancipation. This however is the idea explored in this book which proposes a new theory of work. The first volume analyses the relationships between work, the body, and sexuality. It show that creative work is a test of subjectivity in total from which new capacities can emerge, always on condition that this test is conducted through a second task, of the self working on the self, or the transformation of the self. The second volume shows that the organisation of the organization of work has effects that extend far beyond the world of work alone. At work, one can learn respect for others, selflessness, solidarity, debate, and the principles of democracy. One can also learn to use others, duplicity, disloyalty, selfishness, weakness, and silence. As a result, the organization of work is always an area where one can learn about engagement or apathy in political spheres. Petite Bibliothèque Payot, Psychoanalysis, 224 and 256 p. January 2013



Christophe DEJOURS is a psychoanalyst and psychiatrist. He is a professor at the French National Conservatory of Arts and Crafts (CNAM) in Paris and is the author, among others, of Le Corps, d’abord: corps biologique, corps érotique et sens moral (Payot; translated into English (world rights) and Portuguese (Brazil)) and Conjurer la violence: Travail, violence, santé (translated into Spanish (world rights) and Portuguese (Brazil)). * * * Translation rights sold to Argentina (Editorial Topia, Spanish world rights) and Brazil (Paralelo)



Bruno CLAVIER – Les fantômes familiaux. Psychanalyse transgénérationnelle Family Ghosts: Trans-generational Psychoanalysis The women and men that Bruno Clavier treats in his psychoanalytical practice, and even the children, sometimes quite impressively, are concerned by “haunting” phenomena that bear witness to the curious and cumbersome presence of their ascendants’ traumatisms and conflicts of affection within their own psyches. These “ghosts” make themselves known principally through the repetition of symptoms, aberrant behaviors and sterile relational patterns that cause all sorts of difficulties as well as fairly serious psychological afflictions.



Trans-generational psychoanalysis bridges psychoanalysis and psycho-genealogy. It tries to understand how our ascendants coped with their traumatisms, secrets and unspoken events or conditions, and to what extent their descendants are tributaries in their own unconscious of this “how”. This surprising, lively and clearly written book, uses singular case studies of both adults and children, followed by those of famous people (Freud, Van Gogh, Rimbaud), and invites us to discover the realm of ghosts in the family cupboards, where everything that isn’t spoken is repeated… Essais Payot, Psychoanalysis, 224 p.,January 2013



Bruno CLAVIER is a trans-generational psychoanalyst and clinical psychologist. Along with Danièle Flaumenbaum (author of the bestselling “Femme désirée, femme désirante”, Payot, 2006, 2011) he offers training in trans-generational analysis within the framework of the Jardin d’idées association.



Béatrice MILLETRE - Exercices pratiques pour utiliser votre intuition en toutes circonstances Practical Exercises for Using Your Intuition in Any Circumstance Our intuition is a kind of intelligence that encompasses the intuitive knowledge through which we “know” without knowing, the intuitive learning process thanks to which we learn without realizing it, the intuitive decision-making process that helps us grasp the obvious, and the intuitive reasoning that leads us to results that surprise even ourselves, as well as the empathy that improves our relationships. So it is an asset that is fundamental to our well-being, our sense of equilibrium, our efficiency in our daily lives – both professional and personal, and our self-confidence. This “inner voice” that we don’t listen to enough, rarely leads us astray. With this practical guide composed of exercises that are easy to apply in real-life situations, you’ll learn to recognize that voice better, to listen to it more and to really trust it, in order to increase your self-confidence and boost your general sense of personal satisfaction. Essais Payot, Psychology, 112 p.,February 2013



Béatrice MILLETRE Ph. D. in psychology, an expert in cognitive sciences, is a psychotherapist. She is the author, with Editions Payot, of Bien avec soi-même, bien avec les autres (2008), Le livre des bonnes questions à se poser pour avancer dans la vie (2010); and the famous Petit guide a l'usage des gens intelligents qui ne se trouvent pas très doués (A Short Guide for Intelligent People who don’t See Themselves as Gifted, 2007, 55,000 copies sold ; translated into Arabic, Chinese simplified characters, Italian, Korean, Portuguese (Brazil)).



Véronique MORALDI / Michèle GAUBERT – Etre fidèle à soi-même en amour Staying True to Oneself in a Relationship Does staying true to yourself in a relationship mean following your every whim, impulse and principle (“As soon as I get fed up, I’m out of here”)? Or does it actually mean abandoning some ideals? There is no hidden moralizing message in this book, which explains how not to make a mess of your love life. Instead, in all simplicity, it defends the notion of understanding love through the prism of the school of life, with all the ups and down that implies. From infants’ attachment, to teens’ naïve absolutism, to young adults’ certitudes, to understanding limits… it’s all in there. It is the story of all of our lives. As different as our paths may be, everyone will recognize oneself in this book. And can learn something from it. There is a path that involves neither sacrificing yourself for the sake of an unsatisfying relationship nor endlessly changing partners. More realistically, the balance to be found rests on a combination of experience with others and getting to know oneself. True fidelity to oneself requires courage and tolerance, and can only be acquired over time. Essais Payot, Psychology, 224 p.,March 2013



Véronique MORALDI is trained in inter-personal communication, and is specialized in families and mental harassment. Michèle GAUBERT is a psycho-therapist.



Brigitte CARNELLE - Mieux avec mon travail. Changer, se réaliser, être soi-même Happier with My Work: Changing, Achieving, Being Yourself Are you happy at work? Do you daydream about being elsewhere? About changing things? But you don’t know how? To find out, you need to pinpoint your hopes and disappointments, the pros and the cons; to accept certain limits and give up on some things, but also to assert your preferences, and to recognize your “know-how” – your own unique intelligence. Reassuring, precise and fascinating, this book will help you build a new relationship with your work, one that really suits you. You’ll pull yourself together, find the right distance, free up your energy and discover new horizons. Essais Payot, Psychology, 176 p.,January 2013



Brigitte CARNELLE is a clinical psychologist and consultant, specialized in skills assessment, analyzing work organization and accompanying change on both an individual and a collective level.



Jacques-Alain LACHANT – La marche qui soigne



The Walking Cure



Many of our bodily aches and pains come from the fact that we no longer know how to walk or to “carry” ourselves properly (Giacometti is the most tragic example). This book uses concrete examples and first-person accounts to show all the advantages that a “carrying stride,” which is easy to learn, can bring. In addition to the end of many pains and handicaps, one can also acquire improved presence in oneself, in space and in relationship to others and a sensation of feeling energized and light, as well as rediscovering the pleasure of feeling truly alive, of finding new sensations in one’s own body. Essais Payot, Health, 272 p.,April 2013



Jacques-Alain LACHANT is an osteopath. He has developed a global approach that allows him to treat posturebased pains and disturbances. He can count many “shrinks” among his patients: Dolto, Pontalis, Eliacheff, & al.



David LELAIT-HELO – Si l’amour m’était conté. 50 nouvelles leçons de sagesse du monde entier Tales of Love: 50 New Lessons in Wisdom from Around the World After Si le bonheur m’était conté (“Tales of Happiness”, Payot, 2011), David Lelait-Hélo continues his exploration of the human soul through tales and legends from around the world, this time taking love as his theme. He tells 50 stories — Chinese fables, Apache legends, Arab and African parables, Yiddish and Gypsy tales — that have touched his heart. They recount desire, passion and loving kindness… Although love remains the great mystery, these 50 tales provide as many paths and journeys towards feeling it fully. All you have to do is to open your heart and let yourself be carried away – the ages-old, universal magic of the storyteller will do the rest… Essais Payot, Self-help, 224 p.,February 2013



David LELAIT-HELO is a journalist and a writer. He has already written several novels and non-fiction works for Editions Anne Carrière, as well as six biographies for Editions Payot (among which Evita, Maria Callas, Piaf, and Romy Schneider) in the style of a novelist.



Sophie PERRIER – L’anti-macho



The Anti-macho



At home and at work, he’s the perfect man: he shares everything, from ideas to housework; he spends less time at work in order to take care of the kids more; in bed, he’s not a first-person shooter, he thinks of the woman’s pleasure first... Who is he? The Dutch man, the anti-macho par excellence. Women of various backgrounds share their thoughts after having tried out this model of egalitarianism that is slowly spreading across Europe. They’ve found peace, tranquility and confidence... but some other feelings that were less pleasant than expected! An uninhibited book, full of humor, sincerity and wisdom about women’s sometimes contradictories expectations when it comes to love. Essais Payot, Psychology, 176 p.,February 2013



Sophie PERRIER works in communication. A journalist for 10 years, she was the Dutch correspondent for the most important French media.



Jean-NoëL LIAUT – Eloge des garces



Ode to Bad Girls



Who was History’s first bad girl? Eve, of course, the ancestor of all those women we love to hate! Whether they’re tramps, gold-diggers, femmes fatales or tarts, wicked step-mothers, mothers-in-law or cougars, they have lost their illusions and decided to take revenge. In order to decipher the Bad Girl Attitude, Jean-Noël Liaut sketches a series of portraits, often from the world of the arts. He brings together Marlene Dietrich, Bette Davis, Arletty, Louise de Vilmorin, Tamara de Lempicka and more, for a real catfight… and reminds readers to watch out, because like they say, “bad girls go everywhere”. Documents Payot, Topic book, 128 p.,January 2013



Jean-Noël LIAUT is a translator, journalist and writer. With Payot, he is notably the author of a biography of Karen Blixen (2005).



Véronique CHALMET – Sinatra et la mafia



Sinatra and the mafia



Frank Sinatra (1915-1998) never killed anyone and always swore he had nothing to do with the mafia. Yet he was surrounded by gangsters, in both his professional and his private lives. He was friends with the biggest of the “godfathers,” Lucky Luciano, and the underworld’s ambassador to the Kennedy clan. Far from the smooth image the crooner projected to his fans, he shared more than just Italian roots with the Mafiosi. He also adopted their codes, their morals and their thirst for power. Success, money, women and influence: only a pact with the devil could make all of “Frankie’s” dreams come true. With friends like those, the artist’s true talent was staying alive. For the first time, a book about Sinatra explores his relations with the mafia in a serious way, and a style that leavens the dark reality with the feel of a detective novel. Documents Payot, Biography, 208 p. March 2013



Véronique CHALMET, a writer and journalist, spent several years in New York, where she got the idea for this book. This is her third biography published by Payot, after Billie Holliday (2005) and Peggy Guggenheim (2009).



François GUERIF – Du Polar. Entretiens avec Philippe Blanchet Detective Stories: Conversations with Philippe Blanchet Over the course of free-wheeling conversations with the journalist Philippe Blanchet, and with references to his own career, François Guerif looks back over the origins and evolution of detective stories, from Conan Doyle to Agatha Christie via the first modern classics (Dashiell Hammett,



Raymond Chandler et al.). He analyzes the genre’s evolution, shares his personal favorites (David Goodis, James Cain, Jim Thompson) and friendships (Léo Malet, Jean-Patrick Manchette, Robin Cook, James Ellroy, filmmaker Claude Chabrol et al.), his memories and bedside table books… in a word, he offers a complete confession about his life’s passion. A lively, fast-paced book, bursting with anecdotes, secrets, grudges… and suspense! Manuels Payot, 320 p.,April 2013



François Guérif has written several reference books about American movies and film noir. Founder of the journal Polar (which François Truffaut, Michel Lebrun and Jean-Patrick Manchette all contributed to), he is also the founding director at Editions Rivages of the Rivages/Noir collection, which includes in its catalogue Robin Cook, James Ellroy, Dennis Lehane, Donald Westlake, Edward Bunker, Tony Hillerman, Elmore Leonard, James Lee Burke, David Peace, Paco Ignacio Taibo II, Dominique Manotti, Pascal Dessaint and Tobie Nathan (among others!). In recognition of which, he received the 1997 Ellery Queen Award – the first time that distinction was ever awarded to a publisher outside of the USA, and is currently the preeminent French specialist on the history and evolution of the detective novel, from the origins to the present.



Marina MARIETTI – Boccace. Poète et passeur de la Renaissance Boccaccio, Renaissance Poet and Passer Along with his elders, Dante and Petrarch, Boccaccio (1313-1375) is one of the stars in the firmament of that humanist Italian culture that had so great an influence on the entire European Renaissance. Thought of as the inventor of Italian prose (in Tuscan) and of the short story, he is best-known for his Decameron, which has been popular for centuries, but his complete works are surprisingly prolific. th



In honor of the 700 anniversary of the storyteller’s birth, this book – the first French biography in over a century – highlights Boccaccio’s role as a cultural “passer”. Knightly tales from Northern France inspired his first courtly poems during his youth in Naples at the brilliant court of King Robert d'Anjou. And above all, he helped Christian Europe rediscover the great forgotten authors of Antiquity: Tacitus, whose lost manuscripts he rediscovered in the famous library of the Abbey of Monte Cassino; and Homer, whose writings he translated into Latin with the help of a Greek scholar. The author also emphasizes the political convictions of this son of a rich merchant. He was an ardent defender of the Republic in Florence, which was subject to the Viscontis’ expansionism; and an ambassador to the Pope for his city. An interpreter of the aspirations of the new, intellectual bourgeoisie to which he belonged, Boccace also interpreted real life – as in his eyewitness account of the terrible Black Plague that ravaged Europe in 1348, in his masterpiece, The Decameron, or when he gave free rein to his impulses as a disappointed lover in The Corbaccio, a violently misogynous satire. Biographies Payot, History, 288 p.,January 2013



Marina MARIETTI is Professor Emeritus at the University of Paris 3 – New Sorbonne. She holds the chair in the literature and history of the Italian middle Ages. She has published several works, in French and Italian, which are authorities on Savonarola (1997), Dante (2003) and Machiavelli (Payot, 2009).



Yves ROMAN – Marc Aurèle. L’empereur paradoxal Marcus Aurelius, the Paradoxical Emperor When Marcus Aurelius (121-180 A.D.), already named heir to the Roman Empire, was 10 years old, he stunned his mother by declaring that he wished to be a philosopher, to wear their garb and to sleep on the ground. While the Roman aristocracy had always seen this tradition as a human ideal, the Stoics were also known for fighting the power structure, sometimes to the death… And yet, Marcus Aurelius managed to reconcile philosophy, his life’s goal, with the exercise of power. The author of To Myself (a.k.a. Meditations), seen today as a spiritual exercise, was above all a man of paradoxes, but also an extraordinary incarnation of the Roman model.



In terms of religion, even though his ethics were similar, he persecuted Christians. In terms of justice, he was always careful to make the most ethical decisions, but he was intransigent about respecting social hierarchy and slaves’ positions. And finally, in military terms, this peace-loving man became a general-in-chief, personally commanding his armies in order to protect the empire from the intrusions of Germanic and Asian peoples (the Danubian wars). All in all, this philosopher-emperor, who was never just a theoretician, but always saw himself as a thoughtful and efficient man, was an excellent decision-maker who the Romans elevated to the ranks of the gods, even though he chose for successor his cruel and bloodthirsty son Commodus... A fascinating and extremely well-written biography that lifts the veil from the enigma of an exceptional emperor who acted like a Head of State but lived like a philosopher. Biographies Payot, History, 496 p.,March 2013



Professor of Ancient History at the University Lumière-Lyon II, Yves Roman has written several books about the High Roman Empire, including a much-acclaimed biography of Hadrian, the Gifted Emperor (Payot, 2008, translated into Italian).



Simone ROUX – Regards sur Paris. Histoires de la capitale (XIIe-XVIIIe siècles) th



th



Looking at Paris: Histories of the Capital (12 -18 century) Rather than yet another history of Paris and its monuments, this book shows how Parisians and visitors have looked at the Capital – with affection, admiration or irritation. This history of histories of Paris shows us how gazes evolved from the Middle Ages to the end of the Ancien Régime, growing more precise, more critical, less official and more personal. th



th



From the 12 century to the 14 , all writings about the beautiful French capital reflected a mandatory vision that connected praise for this exceptional city with praise for the kings who governed it. th



With the invention of the printing press in the 15 century, François I’s large-scale construction projects, like the Louvre and the Halles, and a desire to get to know the world, which was being discovered, their vision of Paris changes. Maps showing the capital’s layout, and cosmographies in which the city takes its place among the wonders of the world now appear. Under Louis XIV, interest doesn’t flag, and the writings become more varied, ranging from the practical guide, which boasted of its usefulness, to more scholarly treatises aiming for comprehensiveness, to texts written by foreigners, who often expressed themselves more freely. With the advent of the Enlightenment, more subjective works, like those of L.S. Mercier and Restif de la Bretonne, revealed their authors’ more ambivalent –sometimes even violently so – feelings about the city they dreamt of cleansing of its ills (prostitution, social inequality, filth and more). The path that would lead to the Revolution and to Baron Haussmann’s radical modernization already seems clearly indicated. A picturesque journey through Paris of old, based on writings about one of the most beautiful and contrast-filled cites in the world, penned both by Parisians and by foreigners passing through. Histoire Payot, History, 224 p.,May 2013



Professor emeritus of Medieval History at the University of Paris VIII-Saint-Denis, specializing in the history of th th Paris and urban society in the 14 and 15 centuries, Simone ROUX’s books include, most notably, Christine de Pizan, femme de tête, dame de cœur (Payot, 2006, translated into Spanish).



FICTION



Pascal DESSAINT - Maintenant, le mal est fait



Now, the Damage Is Done



“The day that Serge threw himself off the cliff, we were all taken by surprise.” So begins this “sentimental chronicle in subdued tones,” in the author’s own words. Serge, Bernard, Elsa, Georges, Marc, Germain, Garance: friends and couples who are starting to grow old, and who try, at an age when one takes stock, to understand the dark forces that seemed to have decided so much for them over the course of their existences. Destiny? Fate? Cowardice? Inconstancy? Willful blindness? Lassitude? Each of them gradually realizes their own share of responsibility in Serge’s suicide, which focuses and symbolizes their difficulties in finding the real meaning of life in an absurd, materialist world that is drowning in bad taste. A delicate and elegantly written novel, Maintenant le mal est fait is a mature work, in which Pascal Dessaint’s ecological and humanist character is expressed through an existentialist sensitivity and a veritably universal empathy. Littérature Rivages, Literature, 256 p, April 2013



Author of nearly two dozen detective novels (Bouche d’ombre, Du bruit sous le silence, Cruelles natures,…) as well as “green” chronicles, Pascal DESSAINT finds inspiration in both of the milieus he has known: the industrial, working-class North of France, and sunnier Toulouse. He has twice been awarded the Prix Mystère de la critique (1997, 2008), as well as the Grand Prix de Littérature policière (2000) and the Grand Prix du roman noir français (2006).



Anne RAMBACH - Ravages One morning, Diane Harpmann gets a phone call from Elsa Délos, a colleague at the newspaper Le Parisien: their friend Dominique André, a well-known investigative journalist, seems to have committed suicide. To explain his act, he even left a note, in which he said he felts overwhelmed by the lawsuits he was fighting. But Dominique was an old hand at sensitive affairs and burning subjects, not the type to avoid a fight. With the help of their editor, Richard Jaucourt, Diane and Elsa soon find out that Dominique had been investigating the asbestos scandal. th



Risking their own lives to continue that investigation, the women trace the story from the early 20 st century to the turn of the 21 – realizing that there had been cover-ups about the lethal nature of asbestos right from the start. Now banned around the world, asbestos is currently at the center of one of the most-serious publichealth scandals of our time, practically a crime against humanity made possible by the collusion of politicians, industrials and doctors for decades. While Ravages is born of careful research, it is still a novel with lots of action, suspense and surprises. Anne Rambach interweaves authentic documents and fiction in a skillful narration. More exciting than a study, this is a powerful and frightening thriller.



Rivages/Thriller, Thriller, 400 p, January 2013



Anne RAMBACK is a journalist, writer and screen-writer. She has written several thrillers, and this is the third one with the Diane Harpmann character. With Marine Rambach, she has also co-written two acclaimed works of nonfiction: Les intellos précaires (Fayard) and Les nouveaux intellos précaires (Stock). * * * Swedish translation right sold (Sekwa Forlag)



Tobie NATHAN – Les nuits de Patience



Patience’s Nights



Patience is a young Guinean woman from “the Forest”, a region that has been destabilized by its proximity to Liberia and Sierra Leone, two countries suffering through civil wars. It is a region of witches where local politicians come to be “initiated”, because it can’t hurt to have this mysterious and dreaded “wisdom”’ on your side. When young Patience first arrives in France, she is taken in by an aunt, who she soon runs away from, to escape her violence and accusations of witchcraft. But when Ernesto, a young psychologist from social services, tries to help her, Patience, instead of denying it, confesses to “going out at night to eat people.” Superstition? Possession? Another example of African spell-casting? And why is Kourouma, the terrifying carnival dictator, out to get her? In Guinea, as a major opposition demonstration is approaching, tension is rising, and the army is being deployed, young Ernesto chooses to be initiated by the witches too, in hopes of finally being able to understand who Patience is and what “witchcraft” really means. He will be pulled in far further than he intended to go… Above and beyond its appeal in terms of ethnological curiosity or a taste for the irrational, this book offers an immersion in a strange and destabilizing Africa that is light-years from the cliché images, revealing true cultural otherness. Rivages/Thriller, Thriller, 304 p, March 2013



Tobie NATHAN recently received the Prix Femina Essai for “Ethno-roman” (Grasset, 2012), in which he describes his path from diplomat, to academic and ethno-psychiatrist. His research methods, based on studying cultural particularities in order to understand psychiatric problems has gone around the world. He is the author of the bestth selling Saraka Bô (Rivages, 1993), which is being re-published in honor of this 20 anniversary!



Jean-Hugues OPPEL - Vostok Somewhere in the suffocating African heat, the Metal-Ik company is extracting "rare-earth elements," those strategic metals that are necessary for so many high-tech items. Certain multi-nationals are known not to be very meticulous about working conditions. So when a UN agency sends Tanya Lawrence out to check, she is clearly unwelcome. The hostility is general; the only person on her side is Tony Donizzi, the guide assigned to her by the consortium. The atmosphere in the Metal-Ik mining colony soon takes a turn for the worse when another, far more important but less perceptible threat begins to make itself known... An efficient action story, told with corrosive irony and a perfectly mastered plot. Rivages/noir, Crime fiction, 256 p, February 2013



Jean-Hugues OPPEL is one of the mainstays of contemporary French detective fiction. He has acquired a faithful readership among both adults and teens. He was received many awards, including the Grand Prix de Littérature policière for Ambernave and the Mystère de la critique Prize for French Tabloïds.
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