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Changes to the Code in Melbourne John McNeill



Economics and Commerce building, University of Melbourne with Copeland Theatre where Nomenclature Section meetings were held



Bureau of Nomenclature • President (appointed by Congress Organising Committee – COC) • Rapporteur-général (elected by previous Congress) • Vice-rapporteur (appointed by the COC on the nomination of the Rapporteur-général) • Recorder (appointed by the COC, usually from country of Congress)



Comparative statistics…. Congress



Proposals



Ballots returned



Regular members



Inst. Votes (No. of inst.)



Total votes



Melbourne (2011)



338



140



204



396 (162)



600



Vienna (2005)



312



166



198



402 (170)



600



St. Louis (1999)



215



229



297



494 (231)



791



Tokyo (1993)



321



202



95



361 (148)



456



Berlin (1987)



336



160



157



296 (116)



453



Sydney (1981)



213



187



153



328 (135)



485



Leningrad (1975)



161



?



165



381 (156)



546



Seattle (1969)



223



?



“200 or so”



?



?



Edinburgh (1964)



337



?



161



202 (87)



363



Montreal (1959)



333



?



168



266 (101)



434



Paris (1954)



387



355



91



202 (80)



293



Stockholm (1950)



550



ca 200



71



?



?



McNeill & al. in Taxon 60: 1507. 2011.



Country



Institutional votes



Personal votes



Total votes



Australia



40



69



109



United States



67



36



103



United Kingdom



28



17



45



South Africa



19



8



27



Germany



18



4



22



Netherlands



16



5



21



Canada



14



6



20



Brazil



13



3



16



8



8



16



India



10



5



15



Italy



10



2



12



Austria



8



3



11



Finland



10



1



11



Russia



10



1



11



Switzerland



7



4



11



Belgium



8



2



10



China



0



10



10



Mexico



10



0



10



396



204



600



New Zealand



… (56 countries) Totals



McNeill & al. in Taxon 60: 1509. 2011.



Card votes… Description



Vote type



Yes



No



Total



% Yes



Vote 1: Ratify Vienna Code



Inst.



247



136



383



64.5%



Pers.



126



36



162



77.8%



Total



373



172



545



68.4%



Vote 5: Art. 14 Prop. G e-appendices to Melbourne Code



Inst.



273



110



383



71.3%



Pers.



95



47



142



66.9%



Total



368



157



525



70.1%



Vote 6: New proposal on Art. 31 e-publication takes priority



Inst.



177



184



361



49.0%



Pers.



80



66



146



54.8%



Total



257



250



507



50.7%



Vote 11 (card 13): New proposal on Art. 8.4 lyophilized cultures



Inst.



218



98



316



69.0%



Pers.



72



47



119



60.5%



Total



290



145



435



66.7%



McNeill & al. in Taxon 60: 1510. 2011.



Major changes etc…. • Electronic publication of all nomenclatural acts permitted from 1 January 2012 • Latin – and English! (from 1 January 2012) • One fungus, one name • One fossil, maybe one name • Registration of fungal names (from 1 January 2013) • Appendices of the Code may be in electronic form • Change of title: ICBN to ICN • No reversal of conservation of Acacia with A. penninervis as conserved type



Electronic publication – key Article • Article 29 • 29.1. Publication is effected, under this Code, by distribution of printed matter (through sale, exchange, or gift) to the general public or at least to scientific institutions with generally accessible libraries. Publication is also effected by distribution on or after 1 January 2012 of electronic material in Portable Document Format (PDF; see also Art. 29.3 and Rec. 29A.1) in an online publication with an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) or an International Standard Book Number (ISBN). Publication is not effected by communication of nomenclatural novelties at a public meeting, by the placing of names in collections or gardens open to the public, by the issue of microfilm made from manuscripts, typescripts or other unpublished material, or by distribution of electronic material other than as described above.



Electronic publication – limitations • Article 30 • 30.1. An electronic publication is not effectively published if there is evidence within or associated with the publication that it is merely a preliminary version that was, or is to be, replaced by a version that the publisher considers final, in which case only that final version is effectively published. • 30.2. The content of a particular electronic publication must not be altered after it is first issued. Any such alterations are not themselves effectively published. Corrections or revisions must be issued separately to be effectively published.



Latin or English – key Article • Article 39 • 39.1. In order to be validly published, a name of a new taxon (algae and fossils excepted) published between 1 January 1935 and 31 December 2011, inclusive, must be accompanied by a Latin description or diagnosis or by a reference to a previously and effectively published Latin description or diagnosis (but see Art. H.9; for fossils see Art. 43.1; for algae see Art. 44.1). • 39.2. In order to be validly published, a name of a new taxon published on or after 1 January 2012 must be accompanied by a Latin or English description or diagnosis or by a reference to a previously and effectively published Latin or English description or diagnosis (for fossils see also Art. 43.1).



One fungus, one name – continued • Note 1. On or after 1 January 2013, names of fungi with mitotic asexual morphs (anamorphs) as well as a meiotic sexual morph (teleomorph) must conform to the same provisions of this Code as all other fungi. • Note 2. Previous editions of this Code provided for separate names for mitotic asexual morphs (anamorphs) of certain pleomorphic fungi and required that the name applicable to the whole fungus be typified by a meiotic sexual morph (teleomorph). Now, however, all legitimate fungal names are treated equally for the purposes of establishing priority, regardless of the life history stage of the type (but see Art. 57.2; see also Art. 14.13).



Registration of fungal names – key Articles • Article 42 • 42.1. For names of new taxa, new combinations, names at new rank, or replacement names designating organisms treated as fungi (including fossil fungi and lichen-forming fungi) under this Code (Pre. 7) and published on or after 1 January 2013, the citation in the protologue of the identifier issued by a recognized repository for the name (Art. 42.3) is an additional requirement for valid publication.



Registration of fungal names (cont.) • 42.2. For an identifier to be issued by a recognized repository as required by Art. 42.1, the minimum elements of information that must be accessioned by author(s) of scientific names are the name itself and those elements required for valid publication under Art. 38.1(a) and 39.2 (validating description or diagnosis) and Art. 40.1 and 40.7 (type) or 41.5 (reference to the basionym or replaced synonym). When accessioned and subsequently published information for a name with a given identifier differ, the published information is considered definitive. • Note 1. Issuance of an identifier by a recognized repository presumes subsequent fulfilment of the requirements for valid publication of the name (Art. 32-45) but does not in itself constitute or guarantee valid publication.



Appendices • The Nomenclature Section accepted an amended proposal that read: • “The Editorial Committee has the option to produce the Appendices to the Code in electronic form only.”



International Code of Botanical Nomenclature International Code of Botanical, Mycological and Phycological Nomenclature



International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants



Success rate…. Status



Number



Percent



Accepted



81



24%



Referred to Editorial Committee



103



31%



Rejected



154 (39 w’drawn; 24 w’drawn in favour of new)



46%



Submitted



338



100%



New (accepted)



28 (12)



Permanent Committees • • • • • •



Algae (15) Bryophytes (14) Fossils (15) Fungi (18) Vascular Plants (19) General Committee (16, + 8 ex officio)



• Editorial (14) – writes the new Code



Special Committees…. • Special Committee on publications using a largely mechanical method of selection of types (Art. 10.5) (especially under the American Code) • Special Committee on by-laws for the Nomenclature Section (with a Subcommittee on governance of the Code with respect to fungi) • Special Committee on institutional votes • Special Committee on registration of algal and plant names (including fossils) • Special Committee on harmonization of nomenclature of Cyanophyta/Cyanobacteria (to be established in association with relevant appointees from the Commission on Prokaryote Nomenclature)



Resolution from the Nomenclature Section (as accepted 31 July 2011) • The XVIII International Botanical Congress resolves that the decisions of its Nomenclature Section with respect to the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (now to be the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants), as well as the appointment of officers and members of the nomenclature committees, made by that section during its meetings, 18–22 July, be accepted, noting with interest that specified types of electronic publication are now [i.e. from the implementation date of 1 January 2012] effective for nomenclatural purposes, that descriptions of new taxa may now appear in English or Latin, that, for valid publication, new names of fungi must include citation of an identifier issued by a recognized repository that will register the name, and that the Code will henceforth provide for a single name for all fungi and for all fossils falling under its provisions”



Acknowledgements • To all those who made the decisions of the Nomenclature Section meetings in Melbourne possible – by making proposals to amend the Code, by participating in the preliminary mail vote, and by attending the Congress – but particularly to Pauline Ladiges the local organizer and her assistants. • Special thanks are due to Sandy Knapp for permitting me to draw heavily for this presentation upon a PowerPoint presentation that she made at the Natural History Museum, London in October, 2011.
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What to do and see in Melbourne (French language version) 
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