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http://inthegapbetween.free.fr/pierre/GAMBUS_PROJECT/04z2_PATTERNS_gambus_alam.pdf



‘Alam Melayu’



ARTWORK PATTERNS for GAMBUS MELAYU LUTE (vol.2)



Version V1.0 V2.0 V3.0 V5.0 V6.0



Date Nov. 2016 Jan. 2017 Apr. 2017 Nov. 2017 Apr. 2018



On line yes yes yes yes yes



Updates Creation Additional pegbox patterns Additional pegbox patterns Additional pegbox patterns Soundboard patterns



dHerouville P. dHerouville P. dHerouville P. dHerouville P. dHerouville P.



The Gambus designation nowadays took an unexplicit acception in the indonesian archipelago, since the word became synonymous of “middle east-like lute” there. If the word is certainly rooted in the Yemeni name “Qanbus”, according to the homonymous lute of the Sana’an plateau, for sure, every current Indonesian avatars now embody various designs. We are focusing here on the “alam melayu”, the historical craddle of the melayu culture including Sumatra isl, the Malacca straits, Western continental Malaysia & surrounding islands: Bengkalis, Bintan, Riau, Kepri, Bangka, Belitung and Lunik. Three main categories of Gambus coexist in Malaysia and Indonesia: 1. - Gambus Hijaz, a monoxyle, long necked lute. Now rare and hardly survives reportedly in Johor state, Sarawak (near Kuching), Sabah (Semporna, and seldom in Papar, Bongawan), Kalimantan (panting music in Benjmarsin /Banjarmasin) and various districts of Sumatra districts : Bengkalis, Penyengat, Jambi, & Medan. The Panting lute is a tiny avatar in South and South-East Kalimantan. 2 - Gambus Hadramawt, a.k.a. « Gambus Johor », an oud-like lute. We describe the relevant process in our doc “process_malay_gambus_Vx.pdf” .A.k.a « Gambus Johor » in peninsular Malaysia, this is appreciated there still when performing the local “Ghazal” musical performance. This can be found still in Johor state, Brunei, Sabah, Java , Sumatra, Madura, Sulu. In Medan, one can observe some kind of a long necked variant, named Gambus Misri ( “Egyptian gambus”). 3- Bruneian monoxyle Gambus Seludang is a local crossover design family in Brunei and Sabah. Though often named “Gambus Hijaz “ , the bruneian making of “Seludang feature the typical 100% wooden soundboard - unlike the existing Gambus Hijaz and Gambus Hadramawt families. We describe the relevant process in our report: “process_malay_gambus_Vx.pdf. Anyhow the acception of the term « Seludang » highly varies between Riau and Brunei - Sabah. Now on the way to extinction in many places, the Gambus Hijaz lute is still (seldom) accompanying Zapin / Jepen dance (Ar. Zafin, a dance genre from Hadhramawt, still widespread in Sawt-like sessions in the Gulf countries) namely the local Hamdolok dance – Batu Pahat – and the Zapin Banjar - Kalimantan-. Unexpectedly, the term Gambus Seludang recently turned common in Riau (Sumatra) for the recent production of monoxyle lutes, where it is still lively, such as Siak and Pekanbaru. Design speaking, the revivalism of the production in Riau province enlights an historical prominency of the hook-shaped pegbox, and the oblong, hollowed body too. The Indonesian name for pegs is Telinga (indones. Ears). The traditional shape of crossshape section pegs is named Tematu (indones. palm tree fruit)



The study of the Gambus lutery is focusing here upon --- the observation of previous production, acc. old items, as held either by privates or museums --- the observation of some few makers in activity. The makers we have observed here are: --- Pak ARIFIN (Batu Pahat, Malaysia mainland) --- Othman BIN OSMAN (Batu Pahat, Malaysia mainland) --- Rahim KASIMAN (Johor Baru, Malaysia mainland) --- Tengku FIRDAUS (Siak, Riau , Sumatra) --- Irawan ROBITHAH (Pekanbaru, Riau , Sumatra)



BIBLIOGRAPHY Abdoun, Seifed-Din Shehadeh, « The oud, the king of arabic instruments », ISBN ???? , Arabila production Publ., 100 p., Washington DC(USA) / Irbid (Jordan), 1996. Introduction and playing course. ( i) Ashari, Mohammad, interview, lutemaker. Firdowsi Bazaar, Bandar Qeshm , Hormuzgan, 2007 Hakim, T Lukman, « Ciri Khas Bedeleau Gambus » in Bedeleau.com website , Riau Sumatra, 2012 Hilarian, Larry Francis, « The Gambus lute of the malay World », pH D. , Nanyang Technical University of Singapore, Singapore, 2004. (e) Hilarian, Larry Francis, « The gambus (lutes) of the malay World : its origins and significance in Zapin Music », Nanyang Technical University of Singapore, Singapore, 2005. A concise Synthesis about the Hypothetic Origins of the Instrument (p) Hilarian, Larry Francis, « The migration of Lute type instruments to the Malay Muslim World » in Congrés des musiques dans le monde l ‘Islam, Assilah, August 8-13, 2007. about importing Gambus to the muslim world ( p ) Hilarian, Larry Francis, « The folk lute (gambus) and its symbolic expression in malay muslim culture » in Folklore studies # XXIII , Institute of lituanian literature and folklore, Vilnius, 2006. ( p ) Hilarian, Larry Francis, « Understanding malay music theory through the performance of the malay lute (gambus) » in Music Journal # 4 , Malaysia, 2008. ( p) Hilarian, Larry Francis, « The structure and development of the gambus (malay lute) » in the Galpin society Journal # LVIII , Malaysia?, 2005. ( p) Nariman, Mansur, « The method of Playing the Lute », Soroush Publ, ISBN 964-376-291-2, Tehran, 2005. Iran. ( g ) Mading blog: “Dambus : Alunan Indah Dari Negeri Serumpun Sebalai “ a weblog about the maker ZAROTI at Pangkalpinang, Bangka Isl Indonesia , January 2014 http://madingpgri.blogspot.fr/2014/01/liputan-budaya-daerah.html About wood-boarded Gambus lute making, see alternate file http://inthegapbetween.free.fr/pierre/process_malay_gambus_seludang_wooden_v8.pdf



Gambus Hijaz from Johor and malay islands. (Picture courtesy of



Larry Francis HILARIAN.)



The specific design from Siak (Riau, S-E Sumatra).



The artist Hilmi Azia BATUBARA playing a Gambus Misri. Typical of Medan (N. Sumatra).



Aang ANSYIORI SOFYANA playing the gourd made Gambus Bernuk (Lampung)



The artist Hilmi Azia BATUBARA playing a Gambus Misri. Typical production of the region of Medan (N. Sumatra).



Two body concept assy are present in the Alam Melayu: MONOXYLE hollowed neck vs Plain wood neck.



GAMBUS LUTE – SHAPING THE PEGBOX / STYLIZED “NAGA” PATTERN



SEE MORE PATTERNS at http://inthegapbetween.free.fr/pierre/GAMBUS_PROJECT/04v_PATTERNS_pegbox_gambus_alam.pdf



GAMBUS MELAYU LUTE – SIDE FINISHINGS



The hollowed fingerboard of a Gambus Seludang (Sumatra, unknown origin),



The soundboard finishings of a traditional Gambus lute (Riau)



GAMBUS MELAYU LUTE – STRINGHOLDERS 01



02



03



04



05



06



Metal stringhomders: ITEM n°02 (Bengkalis), n°03-04 by Tengku FIRDAUS (Siak, Riau) . n°05 (Penyagat), n°05-06 Ryan SYAPUTRA (specific from Kepri / Bintan , Riau archipelago), 07



08



09



10



11



12



Variations on the deco pattern of the flower , ITEM n° 07, 11 (Medan), n°08 (Sumatra), n°09 (Malaysia mainland), n°10 (Penyangat), n°12 (Lampung)



Unorthodox stringholder from Bengkalis, Riau province (courtesy of Larry Francis HILARIAN). In the Riau Archipealgo and Bengkalis, Gambus Hijaz bears iron strings. .



Stringholder , Penyagat Isl. (picture , courtesy of Larry Francis HILLARIAN)



Gambus from Malaysia mainland.



Gambus by Tengku FIRDAUS ( Siak, Riau )



Gambus Seludang “Bedeleau” by Tengku FIRDAUS dating 2006-2012.



Gambus Seludang by maker Tengku FIRDAUS dating back before 2006.



Gambus by Tengku FIRDAUS (Siak, Riau province) dating years 2011-2012.



Gambus Seludang lutes by maker Tengku FIRDAUS, dating back before 2006
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