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Articles Commentary on the Third Movement of the "Concierto de Aranjuez," and an Examination of the Meaning of the Concerto Rodrigo creates another contrast with the measured simplicity of the Allegro gentile. The composer has written that his intention was to suggest the spirit of a courtly dance, and the irregular duple and triple time bars, with an occasional misplaced beat, do indeed give a sense of both grace and of aristocratic goodhumour. The music begins with twenty solo bars from the guitar, in alternating time. The succeeding forte entry of the orchestra wrests the music back from teh B major of the guitar's opening bars to the emphatic D major that the classical structure of the entire work clearly demands. Lightly scored once again, the music abounds in touches of colour and wit, the bassoon once more to the fore. At one point the texture broadens into an apparent statement of a new major theme, only for the guitar to weave it back into a variant of the original tune. Then Scoring of the utmost delicacy leads to good-humoured horn calls reminiscent of passages in Falla's El Sombrero de tres picos. As in the slow movement, a fortissimo statement of the entire opening melody is given to the full orchestra shortly before the end. The guitar once more follows the orchestral tutti, as in the two previous movements, in order to round off the work in a cascade of descending semiquavers to the tonic D, against pianissimo pizzicati in the strings. The composer himself has Features written of the Concierto de Aranjuez as follows: "Almost everything has been written Pepe Romero in 1995, speaking with Bill McGlaughlin of Saint that could be said about this Paul Sunday, on Rodrigo's explanation for the Adagio from his Concierto de Aranjuez of mine. Concierto de Aranjuez I say "almost everything," because in truth the only thing Sound clip courtesty of: Music from Minnesota Public Radio that has not been said is precisely what the public has wanted to be told by the author hismelf - what this music represents, what it means, or what the composer was thinking about when he wrote it. This desire has its roots in the very essence of music itself, and therefore goes way beyond the limits of a simple concerto, however much it is played, and however much people like it. As has happened on many occasions, I find myself obligated to say that, unfortunately, I was thinking of nothing but that the concerto should turn out as well as possible, that it should give pleasure, and that it should be played frequently. What does it represent? It represents, or rather signifies, what everyone one of us wishes to find within the suggestive framework the author has created or has tried to create for his audience - that is to say, a suggestion of times past, the beautiful gardens of Aranjuez, its fountains, its trees, its birds... Many years have passed since there, in the Latin Quarter of Paris, in the spring of 1939, as I was waiting to return to Spain, I composed the work; it is a favourite daughter of mine for the public, a work which, as I have said elsewhere, was born entire and whole... Although this concerto is a piece of pure music, without any programme, by situating it in Aranjuez, I wanted to indicate a specific time: the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth centuries, the courts of Charles IV and Ferdinand VII, a subtly stylised atmosphere of majas, bullfighters, and Spanish sounds returned from America...
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The first movement is animated throughout by the same rhythmic strenght and joy, with neither of its two themes interrupting its onward course. The second is a form of elegiac dialogue between the guitar and the solo instruments: cor anglais, bassoon, oboe, horn, etc. A deep and uninterrupted pulse maintains the whole edifice in sound of this movement. The third movement evokes a courtly dance, in which a combination of bars (in duple and triple time), as well as extremely light scoring, maintains a lively tempo until the very end." Rodrigo's own programme notes for the initial performance also include the following comments: "It would be pointless to look for strength in this Concerto,...or grand sonorities; this would be to falsify its conception and minimize an instrument made for subtle suggestiveness. Its strength can be found in lightness and intensity of contrasts. The sound of the Concierto de Aranjuez are hidden within the breeze which rustles the foliage of its parks; it would wish to be light and agile only like a butterfly and girl about only like a verónica (a pass of the cape in bull-fighting)." Rodrigo's first Concerto has been followed by no less that ten others for several instruments, including four for one or more guitars. The Concierto de Aranjuez continues as the cornerstone of the composer's reputation, although the importance of his songs, piano music and orchestral pieces has increasingly come to be recognized. The Fantasía para un gentilhombre, written in 1954 for Andrès Segovia, is often considered the natural companion piece to the Concierto de Aranjuez, though it is in fact his last work in concerto form, the Concierto para una fiesta of 1982, where Rodrigo again uses the title "Concerto" in a composition for guitar and orchestra that has the better claim to be its true successor. The individual qualities and distinctive character of the composer's works for guitar and orchestra, together with his collection of over thirty pieces for solo guitar, make Rodrigo's contribution to the instrument's repertoire of the utmost importance. Together with the other Concertos and orchestral pieces, the numerous songs and piano music, and the instrumental and choral works, they have established Joaquín Rodrigo as the leading Spanish composer of the second half of the twentieth century. - Catálogo general de obras de Joaquín Rodrigo, Ediciones Joaquín Rodrigo, Madrid, 1990, Second revised and enlarged edition, 1991
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