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It was a long and tiresome journey startinf in Hanau which took about 18hours sitting or lying in the train and getting from one train to another.We had to change the train in Karlsruhe, Milano and Firenze.The whole time thinking about how fast we could have got to our destination using 20th century technology (airplane) instead of 19th century trains, it was quite an experience. Regarding the overall time of travel, we didnt really mind the delay of a few hours resulting from going to the wrong train station (Firenze Campo di Marti) and having to go back to the right one (Firenze Santa Maria Novella) and waiting for the next train after the missed one. On this generally very monotonic travel, we witnessed the brutal arrest of a passenger by people in plain clothes - perhaps the police, but you never know for sure...Nevertheless, our mood improved with the wonderful weather in Toscany in contrast to the rain in Maintal. Thursday We arrived at Sienas train station at about 3 oclock p.m. where our hosts have already been waiting for us to arrive. After a short introduction by one of the Italian teachers we were brought to their homes where we had a shower and regenerated from the journey. Erichs host Guido had his own car what should become very useful...Guido lived together with his family (parents and two sisters) in a house, Angelinas host Sara lived with her mother and her cat in a flat. In addition to that I (Angelina) want to mention that my host family was very amused by my present as I had brought original German beer that they did not have in Italy. After being showed the neighbourhood all four met at the central plaza of sienna, Piazza del Campo and were shown around the town by our hosts. It was amazing that whereever we went we actually always arrived at Piazza del Campo, which is famous for the former horse races. Furthermore we had the pleasure to eat Italian icecream. which obviously is one of the best. We also met some friends of Sara and Guido. Angelina even got a "welcome drink" as she was walking with the others through a narrow street of the centre of the city. Suddenly a woman had just poured out a pail full of water out of her window straight onto Angelina. It felt a bit uncomfortable and wet. Then putting Guidos pullover on she had the idea to go to the McDonalds in the city as we knew that there was a hand dryer in the toilets. After 10 to 15 minutes her hair and clothes were dry again and the evening was real fun. But as we were very tired from the journey we did not stay out long outside and went home where we were offered the typical Italian food -spaghetti and pizza. Looking forward to the next day, we went to bed. Friday When we woke up on Friday we were very excited because today we would go to the Italian school, Istituto G. Caselli, and meet all the other teenagers, that worked on the project. The school is quite small as it has less than 200 pupils. So there was quite a familar atmosphere. There we met the French girls, Dilek and Akouvi, the Polish girls and the other Italian hosts, Barbara, Jessica, Stella, Monica and other Italian students who welcomed us very friendly. Afterwards we had the possibility to take part in a lesson and then we watched the presentations of the different schools. We saw the video of the Italian, French and Polish schools which were very well done. Then we had to make our presentation. Unfortunately, the French had a problem with the computer and their presentation, so that we could not hear it. Furthermore the Spanish students, Enoe and Santiago, arrived one day later because they did not have the admission of their parents at the airport and therefore had to start their journey one day later. This is why we have not heard their presentation, either. So we could not really follow the timetable that was planned for that day but this was not to be a problem. The Italians
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had prepared a lunch for the students with very delicious food and nice music. There we met even more people and enjoyed our time with them. After school we (Sara, Guido, Barbara, Stella, Jessica, Dilek, Akouvi, Domenico, Angelina, Erich) took a walk through Siena and bought some postcards and souvenirs. We decided to meet in the evening again. Guido, Sara and us used the freetime to visit Montereggio, a beautiful castle near Siena. What was very exciting about this trip, was the part on the motorway in Guidos "cincuecento". As we all know going by car in Italy can be great fun =) The interior of the castle was very neat with lots of cafes and flowers. Outside the castle you had the typical view over the region of Toscany. Guido explained us that the castle was very useful because it made the border in former times and had the perfect overview on the main street in these times. Afterwards we went to a shopping centre so that Angelina could buy typical provisions from Italy. What is important to know when spending time with Italians, consider a smoking break every 10 minutes. =) We also visited an ancient church in Siena and from there we had a panoramic view of Siena. The evening was supposed to be funny and this is how it was. We met the others again and the Spanish girl, Enoe, who first explained us that in Spain you do not greet somebody with shaking hands but with kisses and Santiago and his Italian host Tiago. Then we went to a bar where we clinked our glass for a successful and exciting stay in Siena. Afterwards we visited some other Italian students at home -one of them was playing in the Calcio- and tried to communicate in any possible language.What was very surprising is that although we did not know a word Italian we communicated with different methods and it worked very well. Surely every English person would have got a headache because of the bad English but it did not matter to anyone. Phrases like "You ask at me" meaning "He said" and "I not mangiare" meaning "I am not hungry" were still understood by everybody. In some cases Dilek was our official translator because she knew both English and Italian. The evening was really great and everybody was looking forward to the next day which should become at least as great as this one. Saturday On Saturday we all met again in the city to walk through the city. We also lay in the sun at Piazza del Campo and made jokes. The day was spent with learning some "useful" Italian words (we thought it would not be good to mention them in here :) ) and we discovered some more corners of the city. In the afternoon we visited Buonconvento which looked like a nice Mediteranean town. Again the car ride was very funny with overtakings, "Dai gas" and singing Italians (Guido, Guiseppe and Sara). The theatre play of the Italian students took place in Buonconvento. First we were showed the musical development of Italian and in general music from the 1950s up to now. Everytime a famous song was sung everybody was singing and dancing and although you did not know the text you had to take part. Afterwards a band was playing rock songs what they have done very well even though most of them were very young. Organizing the evening we already knew that this would be our last evening in Siena so the first ones were already disappointed, but the evening should become another highlight. Unfortunately Guido and Erich could not meet the rest of the Comenius group but they also enjoyed their time at a friends party. The others met in the city and first went to a restaurant to eat pizza and try the best Italian wine. There we met some other Italians and one of them was even playing in the national Italian youth basketball team and was going to go to the Eurobasket Championship in Belgrade, so he asked Angelina what he should visit there. Talking was again funny this evening and now Tiago was the translator and fortunately some signs everybody understands. Afterwards we went to the Luna Park and met again new people. We also took a ride on some crazy rollercoasters. Furthermore there was another "attraction" this evening - Enoe and Angelina dancing salsa in the middle of the Luna Park. And although we tried to avoid it the time to say goodbye came
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too soon. We had laughed so much that evening and it had been incredible fun, but then we had to pack our package because there were just about 2 hours left untill our train would leave. Almost starting to cry everybody went to their homes. The rest of the night we spent collecting our things and considering how we could manage to miss the train without Mrs Cipa and Ms Appel knowing that we had done it intentionally. But everybody knows that after such a crazy time and after this evening you cannot really think clearly especially not at 5 am, so we did not come to a solution. Sunday Could it be worse? We were voluntary leaving Siena although knowing that it rained in Germany...Still we said goodbye and thanked our hosts and got in the train. Journey Back This journey was quite comparable to the way of getting to Siena with the main difference of travelling in the opposite direction. One train had a delay of almost an hour so we had to take a different train from the next station. Here we almost made a very similar mistake and went to the wrong station in Frankfurt but luckily we noticed it before it was too late so i think this journey took us slightly less than 18 hours :-) To add: Sunglasses are more important than a watch! Fortunately we exchanged our e-mail adresses so we stayed in touch with all the people having been in Siena. Forza Siena! (A sentence that might be very useful when you are in Siena) É vietato oltrepassare la linea gialla! ( You will need this sentence when you are standing at a binario) You will always have fun with Italians! (No matter if in the city, in the evening or in a car =) ) Italians like ice tea if you believe or not. One of the things Italians do like very much is "trincare". To remember: During Comenius projects you meet lots of very nice people and you learn a lot about them, their way of life, their language and their country. We (Angelina & Erich) had a fantastic time in Siena and would never refuse going there again!!! by Angelina Stefanovic & Erich Neumann
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