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Industry news



Filtration+Separation October 2007



Antimicrobial tech partnership Antimicrobial specialist Agion Technologies, Inc is to partner with Omnipure, a supplier of inline carbon filtration components. Omnipure will now feature Agion’s antimicrobial technology in its line of Omnipure carbon block water filters and Aquabond technology in order to get better tasting and sediment free water. The Aquabond and carbon block filters featuring Agion technology can be used in all fluid processing markets including residential filtration, food service, commercial and industrial applications, the companies say. By adding Agion to its filters, Omnipure can now inhibit the growth of mould, mildew and fungus in carbon filtration applications, since Agion’s antimicrobial solutions are approved for all food and water contact. “Consumers and commercial establishments are concerned about contaminated water due to microbial growth. The



addition of an antimicrobial filter element in our product line offers customers a filtration solution to control biofilm buildup thereby improving taste, purity and filter performance,” said Brent Simmons, vice president of sales and marketing at Omnipure. “Our partnership with Agion will help us to provide innovative water filtration solutions to ensure the purest water possible.”



Agion’s technology is designed to inhibit the growth of microbes in drinking water.



Agion’s antimicrobial technology has been approved for food and water contact by the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and EFSA (European Food Safety Association) and is listed as an indirect food contact substance with the FDA (Food and Drug Administration). Agion’s technology is also a notified existing substance under Directive 98/8/EC on the European Biocidal Products Directive (BPD). www.agion-tech.com



GE Olympic rainwater recycling GE is to provide multiple technologies for China’s first rainwater recycling system. The new system will be located at Beijing’s National Stadium, the setting of the opening and closing ceremonies of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. The National Stadium’s new rainwater recycling system will use underground pools that process up



to 100 tons of rainwater per hour, 80 tons of which can be re-used for landscaping, fire-fighting and cleaning – a direct way to lower the stadium’s water consumption. “These advanced water treatment technologies are part of a larger effort to help Beijing implement an environmentally sustainable water management solution during the Games and beyond,” said Steve



Bertamini, chairman and CEO of GE in Northeast Asia and China. GE will also supply filtration technology for safe drinking water at National Stadium and a wastewater plant in Qinghe, help power the conference and hotel area, and delivering energyefficient turbines at the Olympic Central Area. www.ge.com



Norit sold to private equity film Doughty Hanson & Co, an independent European private equity firm, is to acquire purification specialist Norit for an undisclosed sum. Norit, which is headquartered in Zenderen, the Netherlands, supplies consumables, components and systems to the water and beverage purification industries and is expected to generate revenues of 369 million in 2007. This acquisition is reportedly in line with Doughty Hanson’s strategy to acquire market-leading, mid to large-sized European businesses. “Norit is an excellent business, operating in a number of attractive end markets with strong growth and earnings potential,” said Mark Corbidge, principal, Doughty Hanson & Co. “We believe that there is further scope for growing the business and we look forward to working with the experienced management team.”



GE is supplying filtration technology for the Beijing Olympics.



www.norit.com
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