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Correction - The Framework of Globalization: "Anti-globalization protesters" (2010) [CA v1.4] •



Mayes, Malcolm, "Anti-globalization protesters" (Cartoon), 2010-06-24 [source]
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Introduction This Canadian cartoon depicts two young men going to a protest ("After the...") against globalization and multinationals in June, 2010. Globalization is the process, accelerating since the 1980s, through which an increasingly free flow of ideas, capital, people, goods, services... leads to the integration of world economies and societies. The cartoon is a gentle mockery of the anti-globalization movement.



1.



The Anti-Globalization Movement



1.1.



The Cartoon Setup : the G-20 Summit in Toronto



•



A Canadian Cartoon: this editorial cartoon was published by the Edmonton Journal in the western (Alberta) English speaking part of Canada. Artist Malcom Mayes is a regular contributor to the newspaper.



•



A Globalization Meeting: given the date (June, 2010 - the tall guy is wearing sunglasses), it was drawn just before the opening of the 4 th G-20 semi-annual summit in Toronto.



•



The G-20: is a group of 20 major economies: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States—and the European Union (EU). Collectively, the G-20 economies account for around 85% of the gross world product, 80% of world trade, and two-thirds of the world population. The G-20 heads of government or heads of state have periodically conferred at summits since their initial meeting in 2008. It's widely considered one of globalization main forum.



1.2. •



The Anti-Globalization Protests The anti-globalization movement, or counter-globalisation movement, is critical of the neoliberal globalization of corporate capitalism. What is shared is that participants oppose what they see as large, multinational corporations having unregulated political power, exercised through trade agreements and deregulated financial markets. Some commentators have characterized the unprecedented changes in the global economy as "market fundamentalism" (George Soros), "casino capitalism" (Susan Strange), and as "McWorld" (Benjamin Barber).
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Many anti-globalization activists call for forms of global integration that better provide democratic representation, advancement of human rights, fair trade and sustainable development. •



Violent Protests: Toronto, the biggest Canadian city, hosted the 4 th G-20 summit during June 26–27, 2010 for which the largest security operation in Canadian history and the biggest mass arrest (more than a thousand people) took place amidst large-scale protests (June 18–28, 2010). The artist is hinting to some anti-social behaviors: one of the guy is hooded and hiding his face with a scarf. They also have red noses: it isn't because of the weather (it's summer), so it could be some hints about alcohol consumption and/or street fighting.



Illustration 1: Mayes, Malcom, "Summit hooligans vandalize legitimate protest", 2010-06-29 [src] •



Canada, a North-American U.S. Proxy:



From every point of view (Geography, Geostrategy, History, Culture, Economy and Trade...), Canada is very close to the leader of globalization, the U.S.A. Canada is participating in economic international and intergovernmental institutions or groupings including the G-8, the G-20, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, etc. Canada is also part of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) since January 1, 1994. NAFTA is an agreement signed by Canada, Mexico, and the United States, creating a trade bloc in North America.
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1.3.



"Multinational corporations"



•



A multinational corporation: is an organization that own or control production or services facilities in one or more countries other than the home country. Usually, it is a large corporation which both produces and sells goods or services in various countries. They play an important role in globalization.



•



Some of the largest multinational companies are listed here:



- Sport/casual wear or fashion brands (4 brands): Adidas, Converse, D&G, and Nike. - IT sector (3 brands): Apple, AT&T, and HP. - Fast Food (2 brands): McDonald, and Starbucks Coffe Co. - Cars (1 brand): GM. •



Most are from the U.S. (Dolce&Gabbana is Italian, Adidas is German).



•



Two Multinationals:



- AT&T Inc. (founded as American Telephone & Telegraph in 1885) is a U.S. multinational telecommunication corporation. 2013 revenue was $129 billion with nearly 250,000 employees worldwide. As of May 2013, AT&T is the 21st largest company in the world by market value. As of 2014, it is also the 20th largest mobile telecoms operator in the world, with over 250 million mobile customers. - Adidas AG is a German multinational corporation that designs and manufactures sports shoes, clothing and accessories. Adidas is the second biggest sportswear manufacturer in the world. The company net sales for 2013 are listed at €14.5 billion. The company's clothing and shoe designs typically feature three parallel bars (on display here). •



Anti-corporate advocates: criticize multinational corporations for entering countries that have low human rights or environmental standards.



•



Specifically, corporations are accused of seeking to maximize profit at the expense of work safety conditions and standards, labor hiring and compensation standards, environmental conservation principles, and the integrity of national legislative authority, independence and sovereignty.
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•



Adidas's business practices/ethics and commitment to worker welfare have been scrutinized and often criticized. Adidas has been especially criticized for operating sweatshops, particularly in Indonesia. By subcontracting work to different suppliers, it is more difficult for Adidas to ensure company labor standards are enforced. At the Panarub factory in Java, 33 workers were fired after striking for better pay in 2005.



•



AT&T has been accused of censorship, privacy invasion, allowing the U.S. National Security Agency (NSA) to monitor phone and Internet communications. In 2007, U.S. National Intelligence Director confirmed that AT&T was one of the telecommunications companies that assisted with the government's warrant less wire-tapping program on calls between foreign and domestic sources.



2.



Global Consumerism



2.1.



A Consumer Society



•



A consumer society is a society in which people often buy new goods, especially goods that they do not need, and in which a high value is placed on owning many things.



•



Canada is a developed country and one of the wealthiest in the world, with the eighth highest per capita income globally.



•



The Sandwich Men: the two guys are wearing a lot of brand logos. A logo is a graphic mark or emblem commonly used by commercial enterprises, organizations and even individuals to aid and promote instant public recognition. It's of course ironical given their demonstration against globalization.



2.2. •



Cartoonist Irony This is not reality:



- Like in a Chuck Jones' golden era cartoon, the two guys are running out of the cartoon's panel. - AT&T is a huge telco in the U.S.A. (it's the second largest provider of mobile
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telephony and the largest provider of fixed telephony) but is not a Canadian mobile phone company (AT&T Canada exists but it's a small entity serving business). Maybe they are U.S. citizens? - one guy is tall, the other is short and stumpy. It reminds of Laurel and Hardy, a famous comedy double act during the early Classical Hollywood era of U.S. cinema.
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Protesters try to force affordable housing up the election agenda 

Tuesday night, Brand is set to lead a "sleep-over" at the threatened Sweets Way estate in Barnet. Campaigners from across the country will converge on ...
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