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Formé en 2001 à Paris par Antoine de Montremy et Raphaël Hautefort, Drop-O-Rama pratique un rock très personnel qui intègre dans sa musique des influences variées. Emmenés par le talentueux vocaliste Olivier Campana, formé à l’école du rock anglais, et qui a écumé les salles londoniennes durant cinq ans, puis rejoints par Rodolphe Le Dorner à la basse, le quatuor est sur le point de sortir son second album Superlove. A travers 14 morceaux où le rock énergique côtoie une grande sensibilité mélodique, Drop-O-Rama revisite le rock et donne un nouveau souffle à la scène contemporaine tout en revisitant Billy Idol et Britney Spears ! Après le très prometteur Nothing Changes, qui a été accueilli avec enthousiasme par les critiques, Superlove devrait permettre à Drop-O-Rama de toucher un public encore plus large et toujours plus motivé.



Drop-O-Rama : Olivier Campana - Chant Raphaël Hautefort - Guitare Rodolphe Le Dorner - Basse Antoine de Montremy – Batterie Discographie : Nothing Changes (Brennus/Musea, 2002) Superlove (sortie octobre 2004)



Biographies Antoine de Montremy



Né en 1979 à Paris, Antoine de Montremy se passionne très jeune pour la musique et choisit de pratiquer la batterie à l’âge de 14 ans, impressionné par ses idoles, Tommy Lee (Mötley Crüe), Scott Colombus (Manowar) et Phil Rudd (AC/DC). Il commence le Piano à 17 ans pour pouvoir s’épanouir plus profondément dans le travail de création. En rencontrant Raphaël Hautefort en 1999, il pose les bases de Drop-O-Rama: un groupe de rock qui privilégie la mélodie, sans négliger la guitare et la section ryhtmique. L’apport des claviers servant avant tout à enrichir les chansons. Les influences d’Antoine de Montremy vont de Billy Idol à Def Leppard, en passant par Aerosmith et Black Sabbath. Discographie: Drop-O-Rama – Nothing Changes (Brennus Music / Plakar Records 2002)



Raphael Hautefort



Né en 1975, Raphaël Hautefort a commencé à pratiquer la guitare en parfait autodidacte à l’âge de 17 ans. Son talent et sa technique lui ont rapidement permis de se retrouver au centre de nombreuses sollicitations. Influencé par les guitaristes virtuoses Joe Satriani et Steve Vai, ainsi que par des groupes de hard rock tels Metallica, Raphaël Hautefort puise également ses influences dans la musique pop-rock. En 1999, un ami commun lui permet de rencontrer Antoine de Montremy. Ils décident très rapidement de monter un projet alliant la mélodie de la pop à la puissance du rock, sans renier leurs influences metal. Discographie: Drop-O-Rama – Nothing Changes (Brennus Music / Plakar Records 2002)
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Biographies Olivier Campana



Né en 1968 à Toulon, Olivier Campana devait devenir judoka professionnel lorsqu’il rejoint son premier groupe en tant que chanteur en 1987. Après des débuts hard rock, il rejoint le groupe rock-funk The Toys en 1992 pour trois ans de tournée intensive en Europe (208 dates la première année!) et y développe sa maîtrise du chant. En 1997, Olivier Campana rejoint le groupe londonien The Nervous Wrecks et tourne avec eux au Royaume Uni et en Irlande durant trois ans. Ses performances scéniques physiques et émotionnelles passionnent rapidement le public du circuit des pubs et clubs de Londres. Son chant puissant rappelle Otis Redding, Steve Marriott, et le Rod Stewart des débuts. Avant d’intégrer Drop-O-Rama, il s’est produit et a travaillé avec de nombreux musiciens établis tels que Tony Natale, Lewis Fielding, ou encore Dazy Lamor. Discographie: The Nervous Wrecks - Wired (NW Records 1997) The Nervous Wrecks - What it is to Win (NW Records 1999) Group Toon - I Thank You (Yoi People Records 2000) Drop-O-Rama – Nothing Changes (Brennus Music / Plakar Records 2002)



Rodolphe le Dorner Né en 1980, Rodolphe le Dorner a commencé la basse à 16 ans sous l’influence du rock de Pink Floyd. Passionné par le rock des années 70 avec des groupes comme King Crimson ou encore Genesis, Rodolphe developpe son jeu sans se soucier des barrières imposées par la diversité de ses influences. En 2003, il rejoint le groupe Cover au sein duquel officie Raphaël Hautefort à la guitare. Sa personnalité ainsi que son jeu à la fois très simple mais aussi ambitieux retiennent l’attention de Raphaël qui lui propose d’intégrer Drop-O-Rama. Après une simple écoute le courant passe et Rodolphe intègre la formation au cours du mois de janvier 2003.
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Revue de Web Reviews Progressor part.1 Preamble. I see there isn't a mere festival of Prog-Metal on ProgressoR this week, but a festival of debut albums by French Prog-Metal bands. You certainly have guessed what I am about to announce. Drop-O-Rama was formed in 1999, and "Nothing Changes" is their debut album. By the way, this CD contains 15 tracks actually, though there are neither titles nor lyrics of the last two tracks on the album in the booklet. The Album. For the first time in my life I hear a CD that sounds like it's a "2 in 1" edition (2 LPs on 1 CD). The contents of the first eight tracks that, taken together last 40 minutes, and those of all seven of the following tracks on this 73-minute CD are more than merely noticeable different among themselves. Most of all, this difference concerns the compositional aspects of both of the 'halves' of the CD and, partly, stylistic ones. All eight of the first tracks here are, overall, of a unified stylistic concept, representing Classic Prog-Metal with elements of Symphonic Art-Rock, and each of them is not only a real killer (and by all means), but is also full of some wonderful magic. Six out of these eight tracks: Random Shooting, Sagrerament, Nothing Changes, I Believe In Pain, Days of Victory, and Lizard Dream (1, 2, 3, 5, 6, & 7, the latter of which is the only instrumental here), are about the predominant stylistics of the album. While Show Me the Way and You Won't Kill Me Twice (4 & 8) are, in my honest opinion, just wonderful examples of how should sound a ballad being both very charming and intricate. Stylistically, both of them represent a blend of Symphonic Art-Rock and Prog-Metal of a moderately dramatic character. The latter words, though, sound topical regarding all six of the aforementioned tracks as well. Nevertheless, while any of the first eight tracks on the CD is a masterpiece and at every aspect, my personal favorites here are the last four of them (5 to 8). Apart from the heavy riffs and solos of electric and bass guitars, etc, these feature not only the solos and passages of synthesizers and piano, but also those of a string ensemble. As for the remaining seven tracks (9 to 15), I think it would be incorrect this time to assert that the band had just filled with them the rest of the CD's 'playing space'. passages of a 'usual' synthesizer and those of a string ensemble, is the Classical Music-like piece (instrumental piece, of course). The last track on the CD is a very beautiful ballad of a dramatic character sung by Oliver to the accompaniment of very 'classically' sounding passages of piano. In other words, this ballad is, overall, of the same 'genre' origin as that of its predecessor. In my view, these noticeable compositions should've been placed somewhere in the middle of the CD's second half. Summary. If I were the producer of this CD, I would have divided its contents into two parts (albums!) straight in the middle of its track list. In short, I understand that as a whole, I should rate "Nothing Changes" with five and a half stars, and not with the complete set of them, but I can't bring my hand to hit this. Instead, I feel I should make a declaration of love to the music of this French band. Since my first acquaintance with the creation of Dream Theater I for the first time hear such a high quality and very tasteful Prog-Metal, which, moreover, is both complex and just amazingly attractive. In fact, though, I recalled Dream Theater just because I had the same impressions when I've heard their "Images & Words" CD ten years ago, while the music of Drop-O-Rama is highly original and incomparable at all. Anyone in the band is an outstanding musician, though especially, I am impressed 15
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Revue de Web Reviews Progressor part.2 All of them, while not masterpieces, are not only excellent compositions on the whole, but are also almost as original and tasteful as all eight of the tracks that I depicted above. For the most part (tracks 9 to 13: i.e. all those that are mentioned in the CD booklet), the songs that are featured on the second half of the CD represent kind of the Neo counterparts of those on the first half of it. Though there is the only ballad-counterpart among the said five songs - Lovers In the Distance (13). Along with the sugary Sugar Fifteen (track 9), which sounds like a real NuMetal hit, these two, while being overall very good 'radio-friendly' songs are the simplest compositions on the CD. (In that way, it would've been quite acceptable if Sugar Fifteen were the opener of the 'second album', and Lovers In the Distance the ending of it.) Even though all three of the songs that are located among them: Tequila Tears, Angel & Devil, and Go Dancer (12 to 14), are way better than them, they're inferior to any of the tracks that are present on the first half of the CD, too. And there are, however, two phantoms in the very end of the CD (14 & 15). Respectively, I called them Nameless-1 & Nameless-2. Although the contents of both of these tracks are completely out of the album's predominant stylistics, both of them are excellent (as well as Tequila Tears, Angel & Devil, and Go Dancer: 12 to 14). The first of these strangely hidden 'bonuses', entirely consisting of 'crossing' with the excellent English by the excellent vocalist Oliver Campana. So I am sure that Drop-O-Rama, who, by the way, are already well known in France for their remarkable live shows, are able to easily conquer the whole progressive world. Highly recommended! VM: November 21, 2002
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