






[image: PDFHALL.COM]






Menu





	 maison
	 Ajouter le document
	 Signe
	 Créer un compte







































Abolition and other movements

Manchester industrialists & economist. âœ“ Abolition of the Corn Laws and increasing free trade wd create more market for manufacturers, force br farmers to ... 

















 Télécharger le PDF 






 83KB taille
 0 téléchargements
 342 vues






 commentaire





 Report
























A b o lit io n a n d o t h e r m ove m e nts 1/ Civi GB



! S OCIETIES FOR SOCIAL REFORMS : ! Who were the people involved? ! Not all reformers were abolitionists, and not all abo were reformers. •



But: among abo were supporters of the French revolution. Not all Br were hostile to the revolution.



! Pro abolition societies: •



The Society for Constitutional Information: created in 1780. Successful for 2/3 years. Advocating Prty reforms. Carried out activities to publicize T. Paine’s the Rights of Man.



•



The Revolution Society: created by non-conformists (Charles Stanhope) to honor the Glorious Revolution (William & Mary accede to the throne, change in dynasty but no bloodshed; beginning of constitutional monarchy, end of absolutism).



•



Th London Corresponding Society: founded in 1792 (J. frost, T. Hardy) --> extension of the suffrage to working-class. Mbs: small craftsmen. The sty opposed the wars with France --> some members were arrested --> the orga was made illegal.



! Many abo were active in these gps ==> opponents tended to put together abo & reformers into one revolutionary gp. At the time, gt fear of reforms. ! However, some abo were not reformers at all = they sought to distance themselves from these gps. ! The more moderates concentrated on Pt: •



William Wilberforce: controversial today, because highly conservative on social issues. Some said that he was more concerned with social issues abroad than at home. Literal interpretation of the Bible. Very conservative views of women in sty. Originally opposed to Catholic emancipation, then supported it.



•



Granville Sharp: much more radical. In favor of Ptry reforms.



! Abo: not a homogenous mvt. ! As Pt was hardly representative of the population at the time (mostly representative of the landed gentry), extension of suffrage was a major issue at the time.



! At the end of the 18th c, an overlap of activities: different orga had ! agendas, ! priorities. ! Abo thought that if Pt were more representative, abo wd follow ==> they wanted Ptry reforms. ! Imptce of the role of religion: •



Test Acts (1673; repelled 1821): excluded Catholics and non-conformists from public offices.



•



It’s not surprising that non-conformists sd be involved in abo, as they had suffered persecution, they were more inclined to sympathize with the suffering of Blacks.



! The language of anti-slavery was often used by social reformers: •



Ex: children were referred to as “slaves in the factory”.



•



1831: 1st Factory Act: made the work at night of people under 21 illegal.



•



1833 :2nd Factory Act --> forbade children under 9 to work in textile industry..



increasing demands for reforms of industry (industrial revolution made factory labor the norm). ! Birth of the notion of Moral Radicalism = demands for abo and reforms of Pt. But the 2 were not always complementary: •



Anti-slavery = middle class mvt.



•



Political Reform Movement: mixed: working-class + middle-class people.



==> tensions in the movement, cross-class alliances were difficult to create. ! Political unions appeared throughout the country. But again, divisions within btw those who wanted to give the right to vote to middle-class people, other to working-class people as well. •



1832: Reform Act: some of the union’s demands were met: extension of the suffrage: some sections of middle-class got the right to vote --> impt for abo, as the mvt was quite urban, prospects of increasing support in Pt.



! Debate: some say that the anti-slavery mvt was revitalized by the social reforms of the 1830s (Walvin, Dresher). They say that anti-slavery was hugely supported by working-class (evidence: petitions). Others say that the situation was more complex (Turley). Too heterogeneous a mvt.



C HARTISM ! Rise of Chartism = mvt for political & social reforms (roughly 1838-1848). Mainly a lower-middle class orga. They managed to bring together a lot of people. Psted several petitions to Pt, but were rejected. The economic depression led to a decrease in the support of Chartism. 1838: The People’s Charter: 6 basic objectives. 1.



Right to vote for all men under 21.



2.



Equal electoral districts



3.



Voting by secret ballots.



4.



End of property qualifications for MPs.



5.



Pay for MPs.



6.



Annual election of Pt.



! However, tensions within the mvt: physical force chartists and moral force chartists --> violent protests. ! Importance of religion in Chartism: the rhetoric of Chartism was influenced by Christianity. The mvt had the support of various non-conformists. ! Hostility btw abo & chartists. Chartists disrupted abo meetings, use of slavery vocabulary (ex: the waged slaves of factories). ! Some chartists: James Bronterre O’Brian (Irish), Peter McDouall (physical force chartist), William Lovett. ! Abo were both sympathetic or hostile (ex: Buwton, evangelical) to Chartism: hostile for fear of middle-class electorate overwhelmed by working-class --> fear of mop violence. ! The main sympathy came from the Garrisonians •



William Garrison: American abolitionist, fought for immediate emancipation on slaves in the US. Immediatists in Br often saw themselves as Garrisonians. (ex: joseph, Sturge, Br: defender of immediatism).



T HE MOVEMENT AGAINST THE C ORN L AWS (1815): ! Corn Laws: imposed tariffs on foreign corn, in order to protect Br farmers. ! From 1820s onward, opposition to the Corn Laws, because it was mainly large farm owners who benefited from them. Working-class people and industrialists opposed it, because they wanted free



trade (it was seen as an obvious next step forward after industrial revolution) --> confrontation btw landed aristocracy (wanted to limit competition) and an increasing middle-class that wanted to dvp industry. •



==> anti-Corn Law league created in 1839. Richard Cobdon, famous member. Manchester industrialists & economist.



! Abolition of the Corn Laws and increasing free trade wd create more market for manufacturers, force br farmers to become more competitive, wd make bread cheaper, increase peace.
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