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THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES by Derek Walker



“They (Israel) will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES are fulfilled” (JESUS CHRIST, in Luke 21:24). (c) Derek Walker May 2008 [email protected] www.oxfordbiblechurch.co.uk - with many thanks to Brian Simonds for all his work on the Charts. 1



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



Contents The Chapters:



Page



Introduction



3



1. Overview of the TIMES of the GENTILES



4



2. The TIMES OF THE GENTILES in Daniel



9



3. Some Key Dates



23



4. The Missing Key - the Life of Christ



31



* Charts of the Feasts and the Life of Christ



37



5. Nebuchaznezzar and the Antichrist



44



6. Daniel’s 70 Weeks and the Tribulation



48



* Charts on Daniel’s 70 Weeks



56



7. The Chronology of the Tribulation



64



8. The 7 TIMES CONFIRMED



77



* Charts of the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles



84



9. The Parable of the Fig-Tree (Israel’s fall and rise)



89



* Charts of the 3 days and 3 nights.



101



Appendix 1- The Day the Sun stopped Shining



103



Appendix 2 - Daniel’s 70 Weeks



108



Appendix 3 - What happened in 1933?



137



Appendix 4 - The precise calculation of the 7 TIMES



146



2



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



INTRODUCTION Israel is never out of the news. It seems strange that such a small nation and piece of land should remain in the middle of world politics, and at the centre of the global conflict! Perhaps this warfare is not just physical but spiritual, because of the role God has chosen for Israel to play among the nations. It is impossible to know what is going on in the world today without understanding Israel and the plans and purposes that God has for her. Israel’s Rebirth in 1948 and recapture of historic Jerusalem (1967) were major events. Were they accidents of history or part of the outworking of God’s Plan? Were they prophesied in the Bible? Are they signs from God that we are in the last of the last days? In this book we will explore these issues and see how the Bible helps us to understand the times we are in, and live accordingly. Many Christians have been taught ‘replacement theology’ that says that these issues are irrelevant, because the Church now is ‘spiritual Israel’ or ‘the Israel of God’ and therefore has forever replaced ‘natural Israel’ in God’s purposes. What does the Bible actually say about this? Our position on this issue makes a great difference in our understanding of where the world is in God’s Timetable, and how we are to align ourselves with God’s present purposes. The Bible talks about the Times of the Gentiles, a time-period of Gentile dominion over Israel as a discipline due to her sin. We will discover that God revealed exactly when these Times would end, and when Israel would rise again, proving we live in the end-times! 3
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Chapter 1 - Overview of the TIMES of the Gentiles In AD 33 Jesus predicted in Luke 21:24: “They (Israel) will fall by the edge of the sword, and (1) be led away captive into all nations (fulfilled AD 70). And (2) Jerusalem will be trampled (dominated) by Gentiles UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES are FULFILLED.” Here Jesus speaks of a special prophetic time-period called ‘the Times of the Gentiles’, that was determined by God to run its course. These Times measure a definite period of Gentile dominion over Israel, her land and especially Jerusalem, which constitute a disciplinary judgement of God upon Israel’s sin. Jesus referred to ‘the Times of the Gentiles’ as if they were wellknown to His hearers, and indeed they were. The beginning of these Times is well documented in the Old-Testament. They began when Israel fell into idolatry and went into Captivity to Babylon (607-588 BC). God removed her dominion (rulership in the land) and gave it to the Gentiles. Thus the Times of the Gentiles refer to and measure the time of Gentile dominion over Israel, her Land and Jerusalem (as a result of her sin). At the time of Jesus these Times had already run for over 600 years (Israel was then under Roman control). Jesus was announcing that because of Israel’s rejection of the Messiah, these Times of Gentile 4
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domination would soon enter a more severe phase of judgement upon Israel. This happened as He predicted in AD 70 when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and evicted the Jews from the land, scattering them to the nations. Moreover, in His prophecy Jesus also confirmed the other implication of ‘the Times of the Gentiles’: that when they had run their course Israel would be regathered to her land and also regain control of Jerusalem. In Luke 21:24, Jesus predicted: (1) the dispersion of Israel and (2) the domination of Jerusalem, but that these would both be temporary, only lasting until these Times had run their course. Then at the end of this time-period of Gentile dominion Israel: (1) would be regathered to the land and (2) regain control of Jerusalem. Thus according to Jesus’ prophecy, the ending of the Times of the Gentiles would be marked by these two events. This indeed happened exactly as predicted in our recent history: (1) Israel was reborn as a nation in May 1948 and (2) Jerusalem was recaptured in June 1967, signifying that the Times of the Gentiles are now fulfilled! Luke 21:24 is the start of a countdown of events leading to the Second Coming, that was given by Jesus in Luke 21:24-36: 5
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“They will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the Times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (v24). In this verse, Jesus jumped from AD 70, near the start of the Church-Age to a point near the end of the Church-Age, when the Times of the Gentiles would be over. This was fulfilled in 1967, signalling that God is bringing Israel back onto centre-stage and making preparations for the (Messianic) Kingdom to be restored to her (Acts 1:5). Thus the end of the Times of the Gentiles in 1948 and 1967 is a clear sign we have entered the last times of the Church-Age! The Tribulation. The next verses confirm this, for immediately He goes on from the recapture of Jerusalem, to describe the Tribulation with its ‘labour-pains’, indicating that it will follow on soon after: “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken” (v25,26). Then He describes His Second Coming as following immediately on after the Tribulation: “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (v27). 6
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Then He concludes: “Now when these things begin to happen (when we see Israel reborn and Jerusalem back in Jewish hands and the labour-pains characteristic of the Tribulation begin to happen, as we have done in the last century), then look up and lift up your heads (in expectation), because your redemption (the redemption of our body in the Rapture) draws near (for the stage is now set and the world is racing towards the Tribulation)” (Luke 21:28). We can see all these things happening in the world today. We can see the world racing towards the Tribulation. This should cause us to get and stay ready for the Rapture, when we will stand before the Lord and give an account for our lives. “Then He spoke to them a Parable (to reinforce what He had just been saying in v28): "Look at the Fig Tree (the sign of Israel), and all the Trees (these are other world events growing and moving toward their state in the Tribulation. The Trees that are fully mature in the Tribulation have their beginning in the time just before it starts, that is in the last-days of the Church-Age). When they are already budding (‘when these things begin to happen’), you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21:29-31). Then He promises in very strong terms that all this will happen within a man’s lifetime of the end of the Times of the Gentiles: 7
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"Assuredly, I say to you, this generation (those alive who see the rebirth of Israel as a nation) will by no means pass away till all things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away” (v32,33). Notice some have misread this by saying the end comes within a generation of 1948. It does not say that. It says that those people who are alive in 1948 will not all die. That is, it is within a man’s lifetime of 1948. Therefore we must always stay ready: "But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day (the Tribulation) come on you unexpectedly. For it will come (suddenly) as a snare (a trap that closes tight on animals, bringing great pain and preventing any escape) upon all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man (resurrected in the Rapture)" (Luke 21:34-36). Here Jesus clearly states that the true Church will be raptured just before the Tribulation and thus escape it!



8
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Chapter 2 - The TIMES of the GENTILES in Daniel To understand more about the ‘Times of the Gentiles’ we must go to the prophet Daniel, who was the key prophet at the time when the Times of the Gentiles. In fact he was in the first group to go into captivity to Babylon in Tishri 607 BC (at the start of the 3rd year of King Jehoiakim, see Daniel 1:1) giving us the first starting date for these Times of Gentile Dominion. The whole subject of the Book of Daniel is these ‘Times of the Gentiles’, whose start he witnessed. His anointing was to prophetically reveal the course of these Times describing the nature of the Gentile-kingdoms that would rule over Israel, until finally God’s eternal Kingdom is established, thereby proving God’s Sovereignty over all. In Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream of a great image, which Daniel interpreted. This was a prophetic summary of ‘the Times of the Gentiles’ (of Gentile political dominion over Israel), revealing the four main Gentile kingdoms that would dominate Israel (first Babylon, then Persia, Greece, and Rome). Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon is described as the first, the beginning and head of these Gentile-Powers that take different forms over the centuries, but are collectively called ‘Babylon’. Ultimately he sees them destroyed, and replaced by the coming of a great Stone which fills the earth (Jesus Christ and His Kingdom). 9
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Daniel 4: The SEVEN TIMES of Daniel 4. This whole chapter is a tract written by Nebuchadnezzar for everyone to read (v1) telling of his conversion to the God of Israel (v37). It concerns a second dream which Daniel interpreted. This dream of Nebuchadnezzar concerned himself, but as the first ruler of ‘Babylon’ for the Times of the Gentiles, he also represents the whole Gentile rule of these Times. He is thus a type (picture) of the Gentile-powers as a whole that would follow him. Thus the dream revealed much about these Times of the Gentiles: their nature, outcome and duration. This dream revealed a great tree which was cut down for a period of SEVEN TIMES (v16,25) as a judgement, but would be restored afterwards. The Vision (v10-17). "I was looking, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. The tree grew and became strong; its height reached to the heavens, and it could be seen to the ends of all the earth. Its leaves were lovely, its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, the birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it...and there was a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven. He cried aloud: `Chop down the tree and cut off its branches, strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts get out from under it, and the birds from its branches. Nevertheless leave the stump and 11
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roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field. Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the beasts on the grass of the earth. Let his heart be changed from that of a man, let him be given the heart of a beast, and let SEVEN TIMES pass over him. This decision is by the decree of the watchers, and the sentence by the word of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will, and sets over it the lowest of men.” Daniel’s Interpretation (v20-26): “The tree that you saw... - it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of the earth. And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, `Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the tender grass of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the beasts of the field, till SEVEN TIMES pass over him'; this is the interpretation, O king ... They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field... They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and SEVEN TIMES shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.” 12
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“And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules. And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules.” The Fulfilment with Nebuchadnezzar (v28-37). “All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of 12 months he was walking about the royal palace of Babylon. The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honour of my majesty?" While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and SEVEN TIMES shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses." That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws. At the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed 13
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the Most High and praised and honoured Him who lives forever: for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth... At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honour and splendour returned to me... I was restored to my kingdom and excellent majesty.” The vision concerns a Tree, representing a King and Kingdom cut down in judgement because of its pride - for a period of 7 TIMES, yet afterwards restored. The interpretation applies this first to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, who had become proud, refusing to acknowledge God. Therefore he was going to be cut down to size, becoming mad and living as a beast (but still being the king), for a period of 7 TIMES, at the end of which he would realise that the Most High rules over men and so would be restored. Thus it was fulfilled first in Nebuchadnezzar. The king did not heed the vision, but it came to pass (v28-33). He indeed became insane for a period of 7 TIMES (a TIME was an ancient Babylonian Year of 360 days), after which he realised God rules, and so was restored (v34-37), resulting in him preaching faith in the true God to his whole kingdom (see also 5:18-21). But God is revealing something deeper here, for as the first Gentile ruler, King Nebuchadnezzar also represents Babylon and the Gentile Empires of Daniel 2 (being the head of gold in v38). 14
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In prophetic symbolism, he stands for the Gentile powers of the whole of ‘the Times of the Gentiles.’ He is a Type of the whole dominion of Gentile powers, and his personal 7-Times are a Type of whole of ‘the Times of the Gentiles’. Thus through the pictures of the dream, God was revealing something about the nature, outcome and duration of this long period of Gentile-dominion. 1. As to its nature: It is a period of Gentile dominion and madness over Israel, where the Gentile ruling-powers of Babylon (like Nebuchadnezzar) have the nature (heart) of a beast and rule like a beast - with pride and cruelty, without acknowledging God’s. authority over them, and thus lacking soundness of mind. Indeed Gentile powers are often pictured as Beasts (e.g. in Daniel 7). However they are ultimately restrained under the hand of God, who determines the boundaries and conditions of the Times, even declaring them ahead of time. The Times of the Gentiles are therefore under the Sovereignty of God. Moreover during these Times, the Gentiles will receive ‘the dew of heaven.’ This was prophetic of the spiritual blessings in the HolySpirit poured out upon all flesh at Pentecost AD 33 through Christ. 2. As to its outcome: At the end of these Times, the Gentile nations (like King Nebuchadnezzar) will be restored to a right mind of submission to the rule of God (in the Millennium), when they will accept God’s right to set as ruler over the kingdoms of the earth: “the lowest (humblest, most abased) of men (Jesus Christ).” 15
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3. As to its duration, the typology of Nebuchadnezzar indicates that this time-period of Gentile dominion and madness over Israel is to be measured as 7 TIMES. As Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon was described as the first and head of these Gentile powers who were given dominion over Israel and Jerusalem (Daniel 2), he represented the whole Gentile dominion of the Times of the Gentiles. Therefore it is reasonable to suppose that his personal 7 TIMES acting as a BEAST due to his pride, also represented and symbolised something on a larger scale - namely the whole period of Gentile Dominion over Israel, especially when we consider that Daniel later describes the Gentile Kingdoms over this time as BEASTS (Daniel 7). Thus Nebuchadnezzar, the head, was a type of the Gentile Dominion as a whole. Now God specifically spells out the length of this beastly insanity as 7 TIMES, which leads us to expect that this is also a measure of the total length of the Times of the Gentiles. So in other words, this is a coded prophecy that: the TIMES of the Gentiles is a period of 7 TIMES. We have seen that it was given to Daniel, who was taken into captivity to Babylon at the start of the Times of the Gentiles, to describe the course of these Times of Gentile Dominion over Israel. In Daniel 4, we are given a clue as to how long this Time Period will be, for it is typologically described as being 7 TIMES. This indicates that the TIMES of the Gentiles consist of 7 TIMES. A TIME was a Babylonian Year of 360 days, Therefore 7 TIMES = 7 x 360 = 2,520 days. 16
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This is is confirmed by comparing the following verses which all describe the same period of time: the Great Tribulation: In Daniel 9:27, the Great Tribulation starts in ‘the Midst of the Week (of 7 years)’ and runs until the end of these 7 years, therefore it lasts for 3.5 years. According to Daniel 7:25,12:7, Revelation 12:14, it lasts: ‘a Time, Times and half a Time’ (3.5 Times); According to Revelation 12:6, it lasts ‘1,260 days’ According to Revelation 11:2, 13:5, it lasts ‘42 months.’ Thus 42 months = 1260 days = 3.5 Times = Half of 7 Years. Therefore 1 month has 30 days and 1 Time (12 months) is 30x12 = 360 days. ‘A Time (360), Times (720) and half a Time (180)’ is 1260 days. (that is 3.5 Times = 3.5 x 360 days = 1260 days) and 7 TIMES =2,520 days. ______________________________________________________________________ Thus a Time is a special year of 360 days. It is not the year the Bible generally uses, neither is it a ‘prophetic year’, but it used by God for only one special use: for times of world-wide judgement. Thus it is only used for the 7 years of the Tribulation and for the year of Noah’s Flood (Genesis 7:11,24; 8:3,4). The reason why the Times of the Gentiles are 7 x 360 years is that they are based on the blueprint of the 7 x 360 days of the first and last kings of ‘Babylon’ (Nebuchadnezzar and Antichrist). Thus this period of Gentile (Babylonian) domination is made to carry the imprint both of Babylon and of God’s judgement, through the length of time God allotted to it. 17
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This picture in Daniel 2, of God’s restraining judgement over the Gentile Tree (Kingdom) mirrors His judgement upon Israel during the very same 7-Times. For Israel was also cut down to size (judged) as a Tree (Nation) for her idolatry. God judged her by putting her under Gentile-dominion for 7 Times (the bands of iron and bronze encircling the Tree emphasised Roman and Greek control), yet kept alive. She too entered into a state of mental confusion and blindness (not perceiving her Messiah), but at the end of the 7 Times she too will be restored to faith in Christ, and to a place of dominion. Thus the time of Israel’s cutting down would be 7 Times. Leviticus 26:18,21,24,28 warns Israel that if they continue in sin, they would be punished SEVEN TIMES for their sin, which included Gentile domination and captivity, after which they will be restored (v18-45). "If you do not obey Me, but walk contrary to Me, then I also will walk contrary to you in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you SEVEN TIMES for your sins” (v27,28). So this is also a prophecy that the TIMES of the Gentiles would be a period of 7 TIMES. Thus 'the Times of the Gentiles' (when Israel and Jerusalem are placed under Gentile domination) described by Jesus in Luke 21:24 are precisely the 7 Times of Daniel 4 and Leviticus 26. 18



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



They refer to a definite time-period of parallel Divine discipline upon both the Gentile-Kingdoms (Daniel 4:16,23,25,32) and upon Israel (Leviticus 26:27,28). The phrase: ‘The Times of the Gentiles’ leads us to ask: “How many Times are the Time of the Gentiles?” Daniel, the prophet of these Times, as well as Moses, tells us that there are ‘7 Times of the Gentiles.’ So in full it is: “The 7 Times of the Gentiles.” So how long should these 7 Times of Gentile dominion over Israel and Jerusalem be? And when do they finish? *The YEAR-DAY principle. To interpret the typology historically we must use the YEAR-DAY principle which often God uses in connection with periods of judgement (see Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:4-6 where the sin or judgement of a nation in YEARS corresponds to the experience in DAYS of representative men). Thus the 7 Times of 360 days represent 7 Times of 360 years = 2520 years. The Times of the Gentiles are therefore 7 Times of Gentile dominion and madness over Israel and her land (that came as a result of Israel’s sin) after which the Gentile nations would be restored to a place of faith under the rule of God.



The SEVEN TIMES of the Gentiles are 2520 years! 19
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Daniel 5: This period of 7 TIMES is confirmed in Daniel 5. This chapter marks the fall of Babylon and the rise of Medo-Persia as the new world-power (538 BC). Belshazzar was the eldest son of the last Babylonian King Nabonidus, who was on a ten-year absence from Babylon. His pride and defiance of God are seen in verses 1-4, 22 and 23, but when God wrote on the wall (v5) he was scared! (v6). God used this occasion to end the Babylonian phase of these Times. The supernatural writing on the wall said: “Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsim.”



Daniel’s interpretation of it was that God had weighed the kingdom and found it wanting, so accordingly He had numbered its days and now it had finished its time and it would now be divided and given to the Medes and Persians. But Babylon represents all the Gentilepowers and these words also contain God’s numbering for the days of Babylon (the Times of the Gentiles) for they are also numerical measures of weight: “A mina, a mina, a shekel and half-a-mina.” In terms of the basic unit (the Gerah): a Mina = 1000 Gerahs, a shekel = 20 Gerahs. 20
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So,



A Mina



= 1000



A Mina



= 1000



A Shekel =



20



Half-a-Mina = 500 gives a total of 2,520 = 7 TIMES! This confirms that God has numbered the days of the domination of Israel by Gentile ‘Babylon’ at 2520 years. Believing that Babylon was impregnable, Belshazzar was careless but that very night Cyrus opened the city gates by stopping the flow of the river which held the gates closed, just as Isaiah had prophesied 150 years before: “Thus says the Lord to His anointed to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held, to subdue nations before him and loose the armour of kings, to open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not be shut” (Isaiah 45:1). To summarise, the Seven Times give the Time-Span of ‘the Times of the Gentiles’, which are defined by Jesus as the period in which (by God’s judgement) Jerusalem is under Gentile domination: “Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the Times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). They are Times of Divine discipline upon Israel. Due to her sin, Israel was put under Gentile Dominion for a certain period of time. However God has not finished with Israel, but according to His promises He must restore her to the Land again and fulfil all His Covenants to her and He will also judge the Gentile nations that have mistreated her. 21
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In fact we have had the privilege to see the beginning of the end of the Times of the Gentiles in the Rebirth of Israel in 1948, giving her political dominion and self-rule in her own land again for the first time in over 2,500 years. Then 19 years later in 1967, Israel recaptured the Old-City of Jerusalem which re-established her dominion over Jerusalem, marking the final end of the Times of the Gentiles, according to Jesus’ own definition in Luke 21:24. We have seen from Daniel that God measured these Times of Gentile Dominion as 7 Times of 360 years, or 2,520 years. God appointed and measured out to proud Nebuchadnezzar, the head of the Gentiles kingdoms, an exact time-period which he had to fulfil, of 7 Times (7x360 = 2520 days) in which he would rule as a beast. This was symbolic of 7 Times (7x360 = 2,520 years) of dominion of Gentile kingdoms (described as beasts) over Israel, that were permitted by God as a discipline upon Israel because of her sin. The 7 Times started with the Babylonian Captivity in Daniel’s time, so God used Daniel to mark the start of this period and to prophesy what would happen in it from start to end. At the end of these Times, God must restore the control of Jerusalem to Israel. This has now been fulfilled in 1948 and 1967 as a clear Biblical sign that these Times have ended and that we are now in the end-times. Therefore, now the right of Gentiles over Israel and Jerusalem has been removed by God, and so any Gentile attempts to take or divide the land will only result in failure and judgement! 22
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Chapter 3: Some Key Dates We have seen that the 7-Times Prophecy shows that God has numbered the days of Gentile dominion over Israel and Jerusalem at 2,520 years. Therefore after 2,520 years the Times of the Gentiles should be fulfilled with Israel being restored to the Land and in control of Jerusalem. Impressively, Bible-believers understood this before the Rebirth of Israel even looked to be a possibility and used the 7 Times to accurately predict keys dates in this process of restoration at the closing period of the 7 Times. The 7-Times Prophecy is well known in some circles that study prophecy and it is not without controversy. As we shall see it has had sufficient success in predicting end-time events in the last century to cause many to believe it is valid. However it does not seem to predict the key dates of 1948 and 1967 for the end of the Times of the Gentiles and this causes others to doubt its validity. However in this book we are presenting a new development of the 7 Times Prophecy which will prove that it is a perfect chronological prophecy that predicts the exact end of the Times of the Gentiles! However we need to start by looking at the initial attempts to apply the 7-Times prophecy before we add the final refinement that brings it to perfection. In this we want to particularly honour the astronomer and prophecy-student: Gratten-Guiness, who wrote; ‘Light for the Last Days’ among other books. He had the courage to announce at the end of the 19th century that on the basis of the 23
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Bible, Israel will be restored to the Promised Land. Many laughed at such an idea. But he went even further. On the basis of the 7-Times Prophecy, he predicted the dates that he expected would mark the key moments of Israel’s Restoration and the end of the Times of the Gentiles. Students of Bible-Prophecy began to watch world events to see if these things were so, and they were amazed to see that God was indeed moving to restore Israel in fulfilment of prophecy, and the dates marked by the Prophecy were indeed important events in this process of restoration. In this Chapter, we will basically reproduce this work done by the first students of the 7-Times Prophecy and show how indeed this Prophecy did give dates that impressively marked the beginning of Israel’s restoration in the closing period of the Times of the Gentiles, which establishes its validity. Now other groups tried to use the 7-Times Prophecy to predict the time of the 2nd-Coming which was a misapplication of the 7-Times Prophecy leading to it being discredited in many eyes, but we must not throw the baby out with the bath water. However Gratten-Guinness demonstrated that there was a partial fulfilment of the prophecy, by giving key dates of Israel’s restoration. Let us now review this achievement. The start of these Times is the Babylonian Servitude and Captivity giving starting dates of 607-588 BC. Thus there were 19 years of increasing Gentile dominion over Israel leading up to the start of these Times. Likewise we might also expect a corresponding 19 years of decreasing Gentile dominion and increasing Jewish 24



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



restoration - at the end of the 7-Times. We shall see that this was indeed the case. Interestingly, these were also the starting dates for a shorter 70-year period of discipline for Israel in which she was under Servitude and in Captivity in Babylon (2Chronicles 36:21, Jeremiah 25:1,11,12, Jeremiah 29:10, Daniel 9:2, Zechariah 1:12, 7:5), which likewise ended over 19 years: 537-518 BC. Thus these 70 years formed the start of a longer period of Gentile dominion. Although Israel was released to return to her Land by the Cyrus Decree at the end of the 70 years (having repented of her idolatry), she was not fully released from discipline, for she continued to remain as a province of a Gentile superpower (whether Persia, Greece or Rome) even though she maintained her own identity and a measure of self-rule. When Israel rejected her Messiah, her discipline increased again as she was evicted from the Land in AD 70 and scattered to the nations for 1900 years. The length of time of this expulsion reveals the seriousness of the sin that caused it. The 70 Years of the Babylonian Servitude and Desolations.



______________________________________________________ In Chronology, there are always debates over exact historical dates. Anyone interested in confirming my starting dates, should take into account the dating of the Babylonian Captivity which the Bible says was 70 years. This fixes the Cyrus decree at 537BC and the start of the Servitude as 607 BC. I will cover other technical issues in a later book. 25
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Going forward 7 TIMES = 2520 years from the key starting dates of Israel’s captivity in Babylon, we should get the key dates for Israel’s restoration as a nation. Bible students at these times of fulfilment at the end of the 7-Times were expecting to see the restoration of Israel in phases based on the 7-Times Prophecy: In 607 BC, Israel’s Servitude to Babylon began. Daniel and other young royal princes were the first group to go into Captivity (Daniel 1:1, this was Tishri 607 BC at the start of Jehoiakim’s 3rd). *2520 years take us to 1914 AD. In 1914, World War 1 began. The fact that this was the beginning of the end of the Times of Gentile dominion was shown by this start of a great shaking of nations, which led to the capture of Jerusalem (1917) and rebirth of Israel. World-War was the first sign given by Jesus of being in the end times of the Church-Age (the time immediately before the Tribulation) - Matthew 24:7. This world-war was essential in preparing the Land for Israel’s Return. In 604 BC, there was a further submission by Israel to Babylon, where Tribute was taken, as recorded in the Babylonian Chronicles. *2520 years take us to 1917. In 1917 AD, there was more evidence that the Times of the Gentiles were nearing closure when the British General Allenby captured Jerusalem from the Islamic Turks on December 11th, 40 days after the British made the Balfour Declaration promising 26
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Israel nationhood in their homeland. No shot had to be fired because of a Turkish surrender when they saw the planes of the Royal Flying Corps fly over Jerusalem dropping leaflets to surrender. Aviation in warfare was new and the Turks took this as a message from Heaven. Unique in the war, no damage was done in capturing a city. It was seen as a fulfilment of Isaiah 31:5: “Like birds flying about, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem. Defending, He will also deliver it; passing over, He will preserve it.” The squadron’s motto was: “I spread my wings and keep my promise.” As a Bible-believer, Allenby humbly entered on foot to take control, but he did not come as a conqueror for the British had promised to return the land to the Jews. These developments were a clear signal that the Times of the Gentiles were coming to a close, alerting Bible-students to watch carefully. In 603 BC, having completed his 3 (Nisan based Babylonian) years of training (Daniel 1), Daniel received the key vision that warned of the coming Times of Gentile dominion (see Daniel 2). His vision charted the whole course of the Times of the Gentiles, revealing the future World Empires that would dominate Israel. *2520 years take us to 1918. In 1918 AD, the end of World-War One at 11 am of the 11th day of the 11th month, exactly 11 months after the recapture of Jerusalem signified to many Bible-students that 11 o'clock had come in the Times of the Gentiles, warning us that they were about to end. The end of World-War 1 led quickly to the formation of 27
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the League of Nations (the forerunner of the UN), which was man’s attempt to unite the nations in order to prevent World-War breaking out again). In 598 BC, Babylon lays siege to Jerusalem and conquers it, leading to another wave of people going into Babylonian captivity. *2520 years take us to 1923 AD. In 1923, the Palestinian Mandate (for Britain to administer the holy-land) came into operation, so that the promises Britain made in the Balfour Declaration could now be implemented. In 588 BC, Jerusalem was besieged by Babylon, leading to its final destruction soon after. The siege is described in Jeremiah 52 and Ezekiel 24. It started in January 588 BC. Jeremiah 34:8-22 and Jeremiah 37:6-10 tell how the siege was lifted for a time as a result of some repentance, with the leaders of Judah making a solemn vow to release their slaves according to the law (one of the reasons for the judgement was their failure to keep the Sabbath and Jubilee Years). God sent the Egyptian army to defend them and so the Babylonians withdrew. However when the pressure was off them they then failed to keep their vow, and so Jeremiah announced that they had now crossed the point of no return and that judgement was certain, resulting in the inevitable destruction of Jerusalem. He said that Egypt would now withdraw and no longer help them, and that Babylon would return and continue the siege and it happened as he said. Thus we can date the time when God’s hand of final 28
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judgement came down on Judah, when Jerusalem came under the final siege, as being later in 588 BC. In fact the 430 years of Israel and Judah’s sin in Ezekiel 4, which start in Tishri 1018 BC confirm that this was more precisely in Tishri 588 BC. From this point on, Jerusalem’s doom was certain, although it was only finally destroyed by the Babylonian’s in 586 BC. Thus our final starting date for the Times of the Gentiles, when Gentile dominion was fully established over Israel is Tishri 588BC. *2520 years take us to 1933 AD. In 1933, at team of Bible-students led by Arthur Ware who had been watching the fulfilment of the Times of the Gentiles, and who had seen signs of them ending in 1914, 1917, 1918, 1923, were expecting to see them finally end in 1933, but clearly they did not end at this time. However these believers were able to mark 1933 as a key spiritual end-point. They came to the understanding that this was the year when, according to Romans 11:22, God cut off spiritually the Gentile nations (but not the Church) from the place of favour that they had been grafted into when Israel was cut off in October AD 33. For more explanation on this, see the Appendix: “What happened in 1933?” Summary. The Seven-Times started with the Babylonian Captivity (607-588 BC). At the end of these Times, God should restore control of Jerusalem to Israel. Going forward 2520 years from the starting dates took us to 1914-1917-1918-1923-1933. 29
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These are all key dates for the ending of the Times of Gentile domination and the re-establishment of Israel. However we must admit that it was manifestly not until 1948 and 1967 that we can say that the Times of the Gentiles finally ended. So this interpretation of the 7 Times has been partially successful, but not fully successful. How can we understand this puzzle? If it is truly a prophecy from God giving the timing for the end of the Times of the Gentiles then we would expect it to give the exact end-dates for the Times of the Gentiles in 1948 and 1967. We must be missing something! We must be missing a final key in interpreting this prophecy correctly. In the next Chapter we will discover what this missing key is. 30
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Chapter 4: The Missing Key - the Life of Christ. The starting dates of the 7 Times span 19 years (607-588 BC) and therefore the ending dates must also span 19 years. Now we saw a partial fulfilment of the end of the 2,520 years in the 19 years from 1914-1933, but it was clear that our understanding of the 7 Times was not yet complete. I had noticed that the true ending dates of the Times of the Gentiles (1948 and 1967) also differ by 19 years. I thought this could not be a coincidence. However these dates are about 34 years after the 7 Times ended on the original calculation. As I sought the Lord over this puzzle, I believe He dropped the missing key into my understanding, as I realised that this was also the length of the Life of Christ. The missing key is the special and unique time of the Life of Jesus Christ, the God-man, when the true King of Israel and the King of all the Kings, was on the earth. As might be expected, the Messiah, Jesus who came to earth during these 7-Times, has put His imprint upon the course of these Times. He was here for a little over 33.5 years (almost 34 years) as the representative of Israel. Because of the Presence of the King of Kings (the One to whom all dominion belongs), these 33.5+ years could not be counted as part of the Times of Gentile control. It could not be reckoned that the LORD Jesus Christ was under Divine Discipline or Gentile Dominion during His time on earth. Moreover, although from man’s viewpoint Israel continued to be under Gentile dominion, from God’s viewpoint she was primarily 31
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under Christ’s covering while He was presonally present with her. Thus God had to suspend His counting of these Times during the Life of Christ.



Thus the Times of the Gentiles must end over a 19



year period of time, 33.5 years later than the original calculation.



The Life of Christ In order to apply this new understanding accurately to the 7 Times Prophecy, we need to understand the exact chronology of the life of Christ to get an exact measure of how long he was on the earth. You can study the charts on the next pages to get the full idea. However for the purposes of seeing the fulfilment of the 7 Times Prophecy it is enough to grasp the main facts from the Bible: 1). Jesus was baptised and started His Ministry when He was 30. 2). The Feasts in John’s Gospel show that His Ministry lasted about 3.5 years. This is confirmed by the Parable of the Fig-Tree in Luke 13:6-9. Therefore from His birth to His death was about 33.5 years. 32
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3). Knowing how God always makes His major interventions at His Feasts, we can be more precise, for their very meaning and purpose is to mark God’s major appointments in His Plan of Redemption. In particular Jesus was born at the Feast of Tabernacles (John 1:14) on the 15th day of the 7th month (Tishri) - which celebrated God’s Presence dwelling with and in man. We know that He died at Passover (the 14th day of the 1st month), which means His life was EXACTLY 33.5 years on the Jewish luni-solar calendar. 4). To these 33.5 days we need to add the 42 days from His death to His ascension to Heaven, to get His total time on earth, that is unreckoned time in the Times of the Gentiles. 5). To get the exact length of His life to the day we need to fix the year of His death and resurrection at AD 33. This is confirmed by a number of considerations: *He died at Passover (14th Nisan) which had to be a Friday that year (the day before the Sabbath). Despite the Wednesday and Thursday theories, the Friday crucifixion followed by the Sunday resurrection on the 3rd day is the plain meaning of the Gospel writers and is confirmed by Church history to the earliest times. For those concerned about the 3 days and 3 nights see the charts at the end. A Friday Passover limits the options to AD 30 or 33. *There was a supernatural darkness on the day of the Cross prophesied in Amos 8:9 and Joel 2:31. This was also recorded by 33
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the Roman historians and one of them even dated it to AD 33! See the Appendix: “The day the sun stopped shining.” *Also on Passover that year was April 3rd (on the Julian calendar used at that time which corresponds to April 1st on our current Gregorian Calendar). As you can verify from the NASA tables at the back (see also http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/phase/phasecat.html) there was a lunar eclipse that evening, the earth’s shadow causing a blood-red moon, thus fulfilling the double astronomical sign in Joel 2:31 that the sun would turn to darkness and the moon to blood before the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord (this is literally: ‘the Day of the Lord’s Manifestation’ fulfiled initially in His glorious Resurrection), as Peter pointed out a few days later at Pentecost in Acts 2:17-21, which would have convinced many that Joel’s prophecy was indeed being fulfilled and the Spirit was being poured out on all flesh. Now we know there is also a future fulfilment of this prophecy at the Second Coming at the end of the rerun of Daniel’s 70th Week, just before which the sun will again turn to darkness and the moon to blood, but this does not discount the wonderful fact that there was also a fulfilment in AD 33. 6. Going back 33.5 years from Passover AD 33 (April 1st) takes us to Christ’s birth at Tabernacles 2 BC (October 12th). Remember there is no Year 0. The year 2 BC for Christ’s birth agrees perfectly with early Church historians. In more recent times 4/5 BC became popular among scholars because a certain interpretation of Josephus’ account of Herod the Great’s life and death has sadly dominated. 34
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However many scholars (including W.Galloway, Rutherford, W.Filmer and E.Martin) now realise that this was all in error and that when Josephus is correctly understood Herod died in 1 BC or 1 AD (see the chart called ‘Herodian Confusion’) which means Christ’s birth in 2 BC is consistent with Josephus. Evaluating all the evidence on this issue for the revised edition of his classic ‘Handbook of Biblical Chronology’ has caused Jack Finegan to change his date for the birth of Christ from 5 or 4 BC to 3 or 2 BC. *42 days from April 1st 33 AD takes us to the evening of May 13th when the Ascension took place (Acts 1). Therefore we now know the length of the Life of Christ to the very day.



35
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Thus the Times of the Gentiles must end over a 19 year period of time, just over 33.5 years later than the original calculation gave. *From the first starting point in Tishri (September/October) 607 BC, 2520 years took us to 1914 (the start of nation-shaking). When we then add the 33.5 years of the Life of Christ, which is not included in the 7 Times, we get to May 1948 - the rebirth of the nation of Israel! *From the final starting point in Tishri (late October) 607 BC, 2520 years took us to 1933 (the cutting off of the Gentiles). When we then add the 33.5 years of the Life of Christ, which is not included in the 7 Times, we get to June 1967 - the recapture of the City of Jerusalem from the Gentiles! Thus the 7 Times were due to end in 1948 and 1967, when (1) Israel should be regathered to her land and reborn as a nation, and (2) regain control of Jerusalem. It is a fact of history that (1) was fulfilled on May 1948 and (2) was fulfilled in June 1967. The Rebirth of Israel (1948) and the recapture of Jerusalem (1967) signalled and signified the end of the Times of the Gentiles (according to Jesus’ definition in Luke 21:24) at the exact time predicted by the 7-Times Prophecy, proving that these events were not historical accidents, but acts of God in fulfilment of prophecy. Therefore Israel is now a clear sign that we are in the end-times! __________________________________________________________________________________________________ *As



the 33.5 years measured the time from His birth to His fullness, so the ending of these periods (in 1948 and 1967) saw the full manifestation of that which had their spiritual beginnings at the start of these periods (1914 and 1933). 36
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Chapter 5 - Nebuchaznezzar and the Antichrist. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon was the FIRST Gentile ruler of the Times of the Gentiles and as such he and his empire was called the HEAD of Gold. Thus he represented the totality of the Gentile Powers which can be therefore be called Babylon. As the Gentile representative his personal experience of 7 TIMES (2520 days) of ruling over Israel as a beast typified the 7 TIMES (2520 years) of the Gentile nations ruling over Israel as beasts (see Daniel 7 and 8). Now Daniel’s visions reveal the course of the Times of the Gentiles from their beginning with Babylon, through Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and then finally an end-time Revived Rome that Antichrist will take over. Thus Daniel’s prophecies look forward to the time of the end (the Tribulation) and the final form of the Gentile beast that shall dominate Israel, the kingdom of the ANTICHRIST, which Christ shall personally destroy at His Second Coming to save Israel and establish His Kingdom over all the earth (Daniel 2:31-45; Daniel 7; Daniel 11:36-12:11). Now it is a matter of great significance that God does not only allocate 7 TIMES to the first Gentile Ruler over Israel, but He also allocates 7 TIMES to the last Gentile Ruler to rule over Israel as a beast (the Tribulation).



This confirms that the



7 TIMES has a significance beyond Nebuchadnezzar’s personal experience. It is a repeating pattern of God’s measurement of Gentile dominion over Israel that He has sovereignly ordained. 44
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Thus both the FIRST and LAST of the Gentile world-rulers who dominate Israel during the Times of the Gentiles have a special period of 7 TIMES associated with their rule. As the first ruler (Nebuchadnezzar) stood at the head of the Times of the Gentiles and represented them as a whole, so likewise Antichrist as the final ruler of the Gentile powers, being the full and final manifestation of their power and evil, represents them as a whole. Therefore we would expect that just as Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 TIMES formed a blueprint (in days) for the whole course of the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles (in years), so Antichrist’s 7 TIMES should also provide a blueprint for the whole of the Times of the Gentiles. In a later chapter, we will discuss the detailed chronology of the 7 year Tribulation in detail (as revealed in Daniel and Revelation), and we will see that this blueprint provides a stunning confirmation of the initial conclusions that we have made so far about the Times of the Gentiles. For now we will just mention the main features. The Tribulation is a 7 year period of time marked off by God (Daniel’s 70th Week - Daniel 9:24-27). The 7 years start with a covenant Antichrist makes with Israel (Daniel 9:27) in which she submits to the Antichrist, no doubt for protection and favours. Half way through the 7 years Antichrist breaks the covenant and invades Israel and sets up the Abomination of Desolation in the Temple, declaring himself to be god, and soon afterwards he becomes world-dictator. Therefore the Tribulation naturally divides into two 45
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halves of 3.5 years each. The 2nd half of the Tribulation is called the Great-Tribulation, the worst ever period of human history, due to the satanic nature of Antichrist’s rule, the mark of the Beast and the increasing severity of God’s judgements upon his kingdom. However instead of describing each half of the Tribulation as being 3.5 Years, Scripture describes them as being 3.5 TIMES (or 42 months or 1260 days - a TIME being 360 days). Now this 360-day (ancient Babylonian) Year is NOT the standard year used in the Bible as some say. The use of the TIME in the Tribulation (at the end of the Times of the Gentiles) connects us to Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 TIMES at the start of the Times of the Gentiles, showing that the unit God uses to measure these Times is the TIME and that He measures Gentile dominion as 7 TIMES. Measuring the Tribulation in Babylonian TIMES puts upon them the stamp of Gentile supremacy, confirming that this is a time of Gentile domination. In addition the Tribulation is a time of world-wide judgement, and in this respect Christ compared it to the one other time of worldwide judgement, namely the Flood (Matthew 24:36-39). Now it is interesting that for the year of the Flood, God used the 360-day year (the TIME) - see Genesis 7:11,24, 8:3,4. Therefore it seems God also uses the TIME to measure times of world-wide judgement. So by measuring the Tribulation in TIMES, God is marking it both with the stamp of Gentile domination and Divine Judgement. The first half of the Tribulation is described as 3.5 TIMES in 46
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Revelation 11:2,3. Daniel and Revelation both describe a number of major events that then happen at Mid-Tribulation during a short Mid-Tribulation Interval that takes place before the 2nd half of the Tribulation begins. The second half of the Tribulation (the time of Antichrist’s world-wide dominion) is exactly 3.5 TIMES, just like the first half (Daniel 7:25, 12:7; Revelation 12:6,14; 13:5). When these days are over Christ will bring the Tribulation to an end by His Return in power and glory (the Great and Terrible or Manifest Day of the Lord). Now we shall see that it is the revelation in Daniel and Revelation concerning the Interval at the middle of the 7 TIMES of the Tribulation that provides amazing confirmation of the interpretation of the the historical 7 TIMES that we are developing in this book.



Anyone concerned by the apparent inconsistency in saying that the Times of the Gentiles have ended, but that they also still have another 7 years to run (the 7-year Tribulation under Antichrist) should read the next chapter! 47
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Chapter 6: Daniel’s 70 Weeks and the Tribulation We have shown how the 7-Times has been perfectly fulfilled in the events of 1948 and 1967, which confirms that we are living at the end of the Church-Age. However, there is one more amazing confirmation of this interpretation of the 7-Times, and one more puzzle, which require us to understand the nature and chronology of the Tribulation. This in turn requires us to understand the foundational prophecy called Daniel’s 70 Weeks in Daniel 9:24-27. We will see the confirmation when we study the chronology of the Tribulation which is also a period of 7 Times (2 x 1260 days). First however let us state the puzzle: The 7 Times (2520 years) of Gentile dominion have been fulfilled, and Israel has regained sovereignty over Jerusalem, exactly as predicted and exactly on time (1948 and 1967). However if these Times of the Gentiles have indeed finished, then why does the Bible predict that a further special 7 Times (years) of Gentile dominion over Israel (the Tribulation) has yet to run? The 70-Weeks. The answer is to be found in Daniel’s Prophecy of the 70 Weeks in Daniel 9:24-27, in which God gives a timetable for Israel’s full restoration (in the Millennial Kingdom) starting with a decree in 458 BC. This is a difficult yet vital foundational prophecy, that Jesus refers to in His prophecy (Matthew 24:15). 48
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A more detailed discussion of the very important, difficult and often misunderstood ‘70 Weeks’ can be found in the Appendices. Israel is given 70 Sevens (Weeks) of Years (490 Years), after which all things would be fulfilled in answer to Daniel’s prayers: Daniel 9:24: "70 Weeks (or Sevens of years) are determined (by God) for your people (Israel) and for your holy city (Jerusalem), to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.” This predicts that the Messiah would come and accomplish man’s salvation and establish His Kingdom at the end of a period of time measured as 70 Sevens or 490 years.



The next verse gives the



starting point and a breakdown of the first 69 Weeks (483 years): “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem (in 458 BC) until (the time of) Messiah the Prince (Jesus), there shall be 7 Weeks (49 years) and 62 Weeks (434 Years). The street shall be built again, and the wall (see Ezra-Nehemiah) even in troublesome times (in the first 49 years)” (v25). Now the starting point is the Decree recorded in Ezra 7, which was on Nisan 1, 458 BC (which is April 3rd). 490 years from 458 BC ends in April 3rd 33AD, the day of the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Verse 25 accounts for a total of 69 Weeks (483 Years), which came 49
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to an end in April AD 26. Then the last Week ran until 33 AD. This final Week (7 years) is the time of the Messiah who would bring all things to pass. The Week of Messiah was indeed AD 2633! John the Baptist ministered for the first half (3.5 years) and then Jesus ministered for the 2nd half of 3.5 years. However, the prophecy is strangely silent about these 7 years, simply predicting Messiah’s sacrificial death at the end of the final 7 years: “And (sometime, actually 7 years) after the 62 weeks Messiah shall be cut off (by capital punishment), but not for Himself” (v26a). Thus at the end of the 70th Week, as predicted in v24, Christ purchased our salvation through His atoning death. Thus He fulfilled the first 3 things named in v24 to be accomplished at this time: “to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity.” However, the other 3 things in v24, which describe the establishment of His Messianic Kingdom were not fulfilled at that time: “to bring in everlasting (the age of) righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy (Millennial Temple).” In fact, instead of Messiah restoring the Kingdom to Israel in AD 33 instead a worse judgement falls on Israel (fulfilled in the Jewish War in AD 66-73): “and the people of the prince who is to come (the Romans) shall destroy the city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (the Temple, fulfilled AD 70). The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined” (v26b). 50
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Israel rejects the Kingdom. What is going on? Jesus had come to bring salvation through His death and establish His Kingdom upon His resurrection. When Jesus came to Israel proclaiming that the (Messianic) Kingdom was at hand, He was clearly ready to establish the Kingdom as promised at the end of the 70th Week. Through His death, He accomplished the aspect that depended on Him alone and He did it right on time (purchasing our salvation). Moreover the New-Covenant in His Blood provided the spiritual basis for the Kingdom. However the establishment of the Kingdom also depended on Israel receiving the King and the Kingdom, for according to the promises and covenants it had to be established through Israel. For Israel to qualify to receive the Kingdom, she must receive the Messiah and the salvation He offers through the New Covenant. But Israel rejected Him as her King and so rejected the Kingdom, so He could not establish the Kingdom at that time. Now God was not taken by surprise by this development for He even prophesied in v26 that the Kingdom would not be established at the end of 490 years as v24 seemed to indicate. And yet v24 still stands! God is still declaring that He will establish the Kingdom at the end of the 70th Week! So how could God still fulfil the prophecy of the 70 Weeks and establish the Kingdom at the end of the 70th Week after Israel had rejected the Kingdom, causing it to be postponed? The answer is amazing and provides a major key to understanding End-Time Prophecy, especially the end of the age 7-year Tribulation, which will run after the Church-Age. 51
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The Solution. Although the 70th Week ran from AD 26-33, in His judgement and mercy, God cancelled these final 7 Years (Daniel’s 70th Week), in order to rerun them as the 7-Years of Tribulation after the Church-Age, after which the Kingdom will be established by Christ at His Second-Coming. In His judgement, because Israel rejected 7 years of grace under Christ they will have to suffer 7 years of Tribulation under antichrist. In His mercy, He is giving them a 2nd chance to receive Him, and indeed at the end of the Tribulation Israel does repent and receive her Messiah, Who saves Israel at His 2nd Coming and establishes His Kingdom on earth. Therefore the key truth about the Tribulation is that it is the rerun of the cancelled 70th Week of Daniel, which is why it is exactly 7 years long. In fact we can show from Daniel and Revelation that the Tribulation is exactly the same number of days as the 7 years of Messiah’s Presentation to Israel from the start of John the Baptist’s Ministry (Nisan 1st AD 26) to the day of Christ’s resurrection in April 3rd AD 33. This is because it is an exact chronological rerun! The next verse tells us about these final 7 Years (the Tribulation): “Then he (the Roman prince to come, the antichrist) shall confirm a covenant with many (the majority of Israel) for one Week (7 Years, the rerun 70th Week of Daniel), but in the Middle of the Week (Mid-Tribulation) he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the Temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is 52
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decreed is poured out on him (the antichrist is destroyed by Jesus Christ at His Second Coming at the end of the 7 Years)" (v27). Therefore the fundamental truth about the Tribulation is that it is the rerun 70th Week of Daniel, designed to bring Israel to repentance and prepare the way for the Kingdom to be established. Daniel’s 70 Weeks is the foundational prophecy for the Tribulation. Now we can understand why there are still 7 years of the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles that are yet to be run. Since Israel rejected the 7 Years of grace under Christ they must suffer 7 Years of judgement under antichrist. Now these 7 cancelled Years (from AD 26 to 33), due to be rerun at the end of the Church-Age, are part of the 7Times (2,520 years) of Gentile dominion over Israel. Therefore, although in 1967 these Times of the Gentiles had run their course, the cancelled 7-Years (AD 26-33) must still be rerun as a special time-period of Gentile-Dominion, called the Tribulation - the climax and Consummation (End) of the Age. (The fact that the Tribulation will run as 7 years of Gentile Dominion, after the Times of the Gentiles have clearly finished in 1967, proves that Daniel’s 70th Week is cancelled and rerun as the Tribulation). These final 7 years of the Tribulation will bring the 7 TIMES to a final end. There are a final 7 years of the Times of the Gentiles to run in the Tribulation, because it is the rerun of the cancelled 7 years of grace. This is the cancelled 70th Week of Daniel (AD 26-33) that must be rerun because Israel rejected Christ. 53
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These final 7 years bring the 7 Times to a final end. These final 7 years form a distinct time-period of their own and it is of great significance that they form another period of 7-Times (of days)! This can only mean that this final ‘7 Times’ period of Gentile dominion form a miniature or BLUEPRINT in Days, of the 7Times of Years. Just as Nebuchadnezzar and his 7-Times formed a mini-picture of the whole course of ‘the Times of the Gentiles’ at their beginning, so likewise the antichrist and his 7-Times, give us a mini-picture of the ‘Times of the Gentiles’ at their close. In fact the final 7-Times (of days) form the climax of the 7 Times (of years) and are the final fulfilment of the 7-Times prophecy.



All that began with Nebuchadnezzar and grew over



the history of the 7-Times will come to its consummation in the Tribulation. The final form of the Gentile beast power under antichrist will be more powerful, evil and devilish than whatever came before, especially in its oppression of God’s people. It represents the fullness of evil and world-power that satan has been trying to bring to pass through history. All that was at work over the 2,520 years will come into full manifestation in the final 2,520 days. 54
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Thus the final 7-Times contain the essence of all that came before, compressed into 7 years by God’s Sovereignty. The 7 Times (2520 years) of the Gentile dominion over Israel are a parallel fulfilment (in years) to the 7 Times (of 2520 days) of the Tribulation (the last 7 years of the Times of the Gentiles). Therefore when we study the chronology of the 7-Times of the Tribulation we should see a similar pattern of events to the 7-Times of the Gentiles. Notice that the 7 Times Prophecy (7x360 = 2520) is fulfilled on 3 interconnected levels: 1. Firstly, it is fulfilled in 2520 days in the first head of the Gentile powers - Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 2. Secondly, it is fulfilled historically over 2520 years of Gentile Dominion by ‘Babylon’. 3. Thirdly, it is fulfilled again in 2520 days in the dominion of the final head of the Gentile powers - the antichrist, the ruler over the final manifestation of Babylon. He corresponds to Nebuchadnezzar, the first ruler of Babylon - a type of the antichrist. He will have 7-Times of dominion (madness) over Israel. He will be powermad, cruel as a beast, full of pride, anti-God and insane, even thinking of himself as god and demanding to be worshipped. The fulfilments in Days are TYPES or BLUEPRINTS of the fulfilment in Years, especially this special final ‘7 Times’ period of Gentile dominion. 55
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Chapter 7 : The Chronology of the Tribulation. Our aim in this chapter is to put together the detailed information given to us in Daniel, Matthew 24 and Revelation concerning the Tribulation to derive an accurate chronology of the Tribulation. Then when we have this blueprint we will be able to apply it to the historical 7 TIMES of 2520 years with amazing results! 1. The final 7-Years of the Tribulation must start with Israel making a covenant with the antichrist for 7 years (Daniel 9:27), for this is what puts her back under Gentile dominion for 7-Times. “Then he (antichrist) shall confirm a covenant with many (the majority of Israel) for one Week (7 Years, the 70th Week), but in the Middle of the Week (at Mid-Tribulation) he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the Temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him (antichrist is destroyed by Christ at His 2nd Coming at the end of the 7 Years)" (Daniel 9:27). 2. This covenant puts Israel under Gentile dominion, but it also allows the Jews to rebuild their Temple and use it for worship. This is where the 2 witnesses (Moses and Elijah) base their ministry to Israel that lasts for 1,260 days (the first-half of the Tribulation). Revelation 11:1-3: “Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood saying: “Rise and measure the 64
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Temple of God, the altar and those who worship there (symbolic of the fact that Israel has control of the Temple). But leave out the court which is outside the Temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. (In a compromise deal the Temple-Mount will be divided into 2 halves between Jews and Gentiles in this covenant with antichrist). And they will tread the holy city (Jerusalem) underfoot for 42 MONTHS. And I will give power to My 2 witnesses and they will prophesy 1260 DAYS (3.5 TIMES), clothed in sackcloth.” So the first-half of the Tribulation is clearly defined as 3.5 TIMES. This corresponds to John the Baptist’s ministry of 3.5 years in the first run of these 7 years. John was sent in Elijah’s place and in the spirit of Elijah, because God knew Israel would reject His offer of the Kingdom, but now Elijah will come in person (along with Moses) to turn the heart of Israel back to God in fulfilment of the last prophecy given in the Old-Testament (Malachi 4:4-6). 3. Halfway through the Tribulation (after these 3.5 TIMES), things will get worse when Antichrist breaks the covenant by invading Israel, killing the 2 witnesses, stopping the Jewish worship of God in the Temple and proclaiming himself as god, desecrating the Temple by placing his Abomination of Desolation there, which results in the 7th Trumpet of judgement being blown and which initiates the Great-Tribulation (see Daniel 9:27, 11:4512:1, Matthew 24:15,21, 2Thessalonians 2:4, Revelation 11). 65
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At this time, the believing remnant of Israel will make a quick escape from Israel to Jordan where they will be kept safe by God from the Antichrist (Matthew 24:15-21, Revelation 12:6,13-17). All these events take place in a short Mid-tribulation Interval, that takes place after the first-half ends and before the 2nd-half begins. We will deduce the length of this Interval shortly. 4. The 2nd half of the Tribulation, the time given to antichrist to rule as world-dictator, which lasts 3.5 TIMES (42 months or 1260 days) starts immediately after the Mid-tribulation Interval. Therefore in the Interval, the Antichrist quickly gains world-power, which he then exercises during the final 3.5 TIMES. During the 2nd half of the Tribulation he enforces his rule using the mark of the Beast. He particularly persecutes Israel and all believers in Christ who refuse to take the mark, but the escaped remnant of Israel are kept safe. This is the 2nd half of Daniel’s 70th Week (Daniel 7:25, 9:27, 12:7; Matthew 24:16-20, Revelation 12:6,1317; 13:5-8). These 3.5 years of judgement under antichrist correspond to Israel’s 3.5 years of grace under Christ’s ministry. 5. When the 7-Times have come to a final end, Jesus Christ will return in power and glory to save Israel and destroy the antichrist and his kingdom at the Battle of Armageddon (this is the Great and Manifest Day of the Lord)! This is when the Gentile World-Power (Babylon) under antichrist is destroyed by the stone cut without hands which then becomes a mountain that fills 66
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the earth (Daniel 2:34,35,44). The Stone is Christ and the Mountain is the Kingdom that He establishes and reigns over for 1000 years. The Day of Christ’s glorious appearing is the last and climactic day of the rerun of Daniel’s 70th Week and it corresponds to the Day of His glorious resurrection at the close of the original run of the 70th Week. Both of these days of the Lord’s Manifestation that end the 70th Week are heralded just beforehand by two signs in the heavens (the moon turning to blood and the sun to darkness): “The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the Great and Terrible (Manifest) Day of the Lord” (Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20). That this happened the first time on April 1st/3rd AD 33 is a matter of historical record. That it will also happen again just before Christ’s 2nd Coming is a matter of prophetic record (Joel 2:31, Matthew 24:29, Revelation 6:12).



67



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



Thus far we have seen that the Tribulation consists of 7 TIMES divided into two halves, each of 3.5 TIMES. Moreover it has the added feature of having a Mid-Tribulation interval which breaks it into two halves and interrupts the flow of the 7 TIMES. The Chronology of the Mid-Tribulation Interval. 1. The Mid-Tribulation Interval begins when the antichrist breaks the covenant and invades Israel (Daniel 9:27). This agrees with Revelation 11:7,8 which describes him attacking Jerusalem and the 2 witnesses in particular, and he is allowed to kill them. This happens as soon as they have completed the 1260 days (3.5 Times) of their ministry: “When they finish their testimony (of 1260 days - v3), the beast (antichrist) that ascends out of the Abyss will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them” (Revelation 12:7). 2. Revelation 11:9 then marks a special time of 3.5 days between the death and resurrection of the 2 witnesses. “Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three and a half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves.” There is a world-wide celebration during these 3.5 days because they had announced the Trumpet judgments from God which had been a torment to those on the earth (v10). “Now after the 3.5 days the breath of life from God entered them and they stood (resurrected) on their feet” (v11). They then ascended to heaven and there was an earthquake (v12,13). 68
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This brought the time of the 6th Trumpet (the 2nd Woe) to an end (v14). The 3rd Woe (7th Trumpet) will then follow quickly (v14,15). At this time the antichrist desecrates the Temple with the Abomination of Desolation which God immediately responds to by the blowing of the 7th Trumpet and the revealing of the heavenly Temple (v15-19). Jesus said that the Abomination marked the start of the Great Tribulation, when the Remnant have a short window of opportunity to make their escape (Matthew 24:15-21). Thus the 7th Trumpet also marks the start of the Great-Tribulation. There is then a further short period of time in the Mid-Tribulation Interval during which the antichrist makes the final steps in his rise to world-dictatorship as the kings of the earth give him their power. Also in this time the Remnant make their escape from Israel to a place where God will keep them safe for the last 1260 days or 3.5 Times (Revelation 12:6,14). We will now show that this is 30 days. It is Daniel 12 that gives us more detail about the timing of the Mid-Tribulation Interval and the 2nd half of the Tribulation. In Daniel 11:45 antichrist invades Israel at the start of Mid-Tribulation. This marks the start of the time-period that Daniel 12 is measuring. Daniel 12:1 describes the coming time as the Great Tribulation, which will be especially severe upon Israel, although God will provide a deliverance at this time for the believing Remnant of Israel with the help of Michael, the Archangel. This is fulfilled in Revelation 12 which describes their flight to safety at this time. 69
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Then he describes the resurrection of the righteous (v2,3) that will happen at the very end of the Tribulation (at the 2nd Coming) as is clarified in v13. v4 explains that this prophecy will only be fully understood at the time of the end, when knowledge (especially prophetic knowledge) will increase as the Body of Christ search the scriptures with the help of the Holy-Spirit. Perhaps the fact we are now understanding it is another sign that we are in the end-time? Then Daniel saw two figures (v5) and one asked the other: "HOW LONG shall the fulfilment of these wonders be?" (v6). “Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a TIME, TIMES and HALF A TIME (1260 days); and when the power of the holy people (Israel) has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished (under the attack of antichrist, Israel’s stubbornness is broken and she calls on Christ to save her, which results in the Second Coming)” (v7). Thus the time of antichrist’s world-power and massive persecution of Israel is 3.5 TIMES or 1260 days, which is the 2nd half of the Tribulation (which agrees with Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 13:5). During this terrible time the believing Remnant of Israel will be kept safe by God (Revelation 12:6,14). Daniel next asks for a more detailed understanding and timing (v8): “Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, 70
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"My lord, what shall be the end of these things?" In response, some new information was given in v11: "And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the Abomination of Desolation is set up (by antichrist at Mid-Tribulation), there shall be 1290 days (to the end).” This tells us that the Great Tribulation lasts 1290 days (Matthew 24:15,21). *Here we see an additional 30 days to the 1260 days, which measures the time that the Temple is desecrated by antichrist. Some people think that this is speaking of a further 30 days after the 2nd Coming of Christ during which the Temple is desecrated. This is not only absurd, but it also contradicts Daniel 9:27 which says that the Abomination will stand until the end of the 70th Week when Christ will return to destroy the antichrist. Actually it is clear that both the 1260 days (of Antichrist’s world-dominion) and the 1290 days (of Temple Desecration) must end at the same time (the Second Coming of Christ at the close of the Great-Tribulation). Therefore they must signify two different starting points at Midtribulation which are separated by 30 days. In other words, the Antichrist desecrates the Temple 30 days before he assumes worldpower. Thus there is an Interval of 30 days at Mid-Tribulation from the Abomination to when antichrist gains world-power. Thus we have seen that there are 3.5 days from the end of the first half of the Tribulation (the first 1260 days) to when the Antichrist sets up the Abomination (the Image of the Beast) in the Temple. 71
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Then there is a further 30 days from the Abomination to the start of the second half of the Tribulation (the final 1260 days), when the antichrist assumes his position as world-dictator. Thus the total length of the Mid-Tribulation interval is 30+3.5 = 33.5 days!



Let’s now put it all together: After 1260 days (the ministry of the 2 witnesses) antichrist invades Jerusalem and kills them. They lie dead for 3.5 days before being raised and caught up to heaven. This ends the time of the 6th Trumpet (Revelation 11:11-14). The next day antichrist desecrates the Temple which initiates the 7th Trumpet and the judgements of the Great Tribulation (Revelation 11:14,15). This day is the start of the Great-Tribulation (Matthew 24:15,21) and the start of the 1290day countdown to the end and the sign for the Jewish believers to flee to Jordan (Matthew 24:15-21, Revelation 11:6). God holds back antichrist’s world-dominion for 30 days (see Revelation 10), so they can escape. Then antichrist has his 1260 days of worldpower before Christ cuts that time short by His Second Coming. 72
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Daniel 12:12 gives us one more piece of information: "Blessed is he who comes to the (end of the) 1335 days.” This measurement is presumably the longest possible measurement. Therefore it starts at the close of the first-half of the Tribulation when the antichrist invades Israel, which is the starting point for Daniel 12. From this point we have the 33.5 days of the Mid-Tribulation Interval, followed by the 1260 days of antichrist’s world-rule, followed by the unique Day of the Lord’s 2nd Coming, when He alone will be the light (Zechariah 14:7) which lasts 1 day. Thus so far we have accounted for 33.5 + 1260 + 1 = 1294.5 days. “Immediately after the Tribulation” (after antichrist’s 1260 days are completed) but “before the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord” there will be a total Blackout (Matthew 24:29, Joel 2:31). This probably accounts for a half-day, leading up to the start of the final day of the 70th Week (the Day of the Lord’s Return, which will be a long day of 36 hours like Joshua’s long day (which is a type of the 2nd Coming), for according to Habbakuk 3:11, He will again stop the sun and moon when He appears in glory). Thus we can now account for 1295 days. But Daniel 12:12 speaks of 1335 days. This leaves 1335 - 1290 = 40 days unaccounted for. The only place we can put these 40 days is after the 2nd Coming. So this would mean that after the Great and Terrible (Manifest) Day of the Lord, we have there will be a 40 day Interlude before the Kingdom (Millennium) officially starts. 73
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These 40 days are for the judgement of the nations, so those who inherit the Kingdom are blessed (Matthew 25:31-34). They are also preparation days to set up the government of the Kingdom. They correspond to the 40 days of the resurrected Christ’s time with His disciples, starting from 6pm on the day of His resurrection until His ascension to the Father’s Throne of glory (Acts 1:3). Let the reader understand: 1260+ (4+30) +1260+ 1+40 = 1335.
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Chapter 8 - THE 7 TIMES CONFIRMED In this book we have been presenting the 7 TIMES Prophecy and showing how it predicted that the Times of the Gentiles would end in 1948 and 1967. 7 TIMES are 7 x 360 = 2520 days or years. We have seen that starting from the starting points when Israel came under the dominion to Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and measuring forward 2520 years takes us to end-points of 1914 and 1933. While these were indeed significant years they were clearly not the final end of the Times of the Gentiles. However when we realise that the 33.5 years of the Life of the Lord Jesus Christ are not to be counted as being part of these Times of the Gentiles we get to end-dates in 1948 and 1967 (for the precise calculation see the Appendix) which is undeniably when the Times of the Gentiles actually ended. Having studied the chronology of the Tribulation in the last chapter we are now ready to see 2 amazing confirmations. The Tribulation, as the rerun 70th Week of Daniel is a further 7 TIMES of Gentile Dominion. Just as God measured out 7 TIMES (2520 days) for Nebuchadnezzar, the first head of the Gentile Powers to rule as a beast over Israel, so likewise God measured out 7 TIMES (2520 days) for the Antichrist, the last head of the Gentile Powers to rule as a beast over Israel. The basic premise we started with was that the 7 TIMES (2520 days) of Nebuchadnezzar was a type or blueprint of the 7 TIMES (2520 years) of the historical TIMES of the Gentiles and this certainly yielded interesting results. 77
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Now if Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 TIMES in days gives a blueprint, it follows that Antichrist’s 7 TIMES in the Tribulation should also provide a blueprint for the historical 7 TIMES of the Gentiles. It is in applying the blueprint of the Tribulation 7 TIMES that we discover some amazing confirmations of this line of interpretation. Confirmation 1. We saw that there is an Interlude in the midst of the 7 Times of the Tribulation which lasted 33.5 (30+3.5) days, so that the total span of the Tribulation is 2520 + 33.5 days. This is exactly like the Interlude of 33.5 (30+3.5) years that we deduced had to exist during the 7 Times of the Gentiles, which corresponded to the life of King Jesus who was under the dominion of no man! (Notice also that the 3.5 days and 3.5 years both end with the resurrection and ascension of God’s anointed witness). This correspondence confirms our previous conclusion that the Life of Christ caused a 33.5 year interruption (interlude) to the 7-Times. As well as consisting of two halves of 1260 years, we saw that the 7 TIMES contain a 33.5 year Interlude, consisting of the Life of Jesus Christ (30+3.5 years). Then when we looked at the 7 TIMES of the Tribulation we saw exactly the same pattern! Thus by taking Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 TIMES as the blueprint, as the 19th Century prophecy scholars did, we get a genuine initial fulfilment of the ending of the Times of the Gentiles from 1914 to 1933. These involved key events that laid the groundwork for the final and complete fulfilment that took place 33.5 years later. 78
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If we then go one step further and take Antichrist’s 7 TIMES in the Tribulation (with the 33.5 day interval) as the blueprint, we get a picture of the Times of the Gentiles again being 2520 years, but within that time there is an interval of 33.5 years (corresponding to the Life of Christ). This leads to ending dates 33.5 years later than the original calculation based on Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 Times: 1948 and 1967, the actual ending of the Times of the Gentiles. Thus the chronology of the 7 TIMES of the Tribulation, which is a Type (blueprint) of the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles, perfectly confirms that the 7 TIMES (2520 years) also contain an Interlude of 33.5 years corresponding to the Life of Christ, which cause it to end 33.5 years later in 1948 and 1967. This demonstrates that the 7 TIMES Prophecy perfectly predicts the duration of the Times of the Gentiles and when they should end in the Rebirth of Israel in her Land and her regaining sovereign control over Jerusalem.
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In fact it can be shown that the 7 TIMES Prophecy predicted the end of the Times of the Gentiles to the very day! Thus we can see that the Rebirth of Israel and her regaining of dominion over Jerusalem are fulfilments of prophecy of the highest order, marking the end of the Times of the Gentiles and the setting of the stage for the end of the Age. They constitute the major sign (the Fig-Tree) that we are living near the end of the age. These miraculous events (for it is unknown for a nation to be reborn again after 2000 years) which came to pass exactly when God predicted they would thousands of years ago prove that the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that God is sovereign over the affairs of the nations and that He has not finished with Israel but His purpose is to raise up Israel again. Therefore this is a warning to the nations that the blessing and curse of Genesis 12:3 is still in effect and that all who bless Israel will be blessed and all who curse her will be cursed. Moreover since 1948 and 1967 the situation has changed in regard to the right of Gentiles to dominate Israel. Before they had a certain right because Israel under God’s discipline of the 7 Times had lost that right. Then Gentile nations were still judged if they mistreated the Jews under their authority, but they had the right to have dominion over them. But now the Times of the Gentiles are over God has removed that right and if they try to dominate, hurt or destroy Israel they will come under Divine Judgement ( Zechariah 12:2,3). Joel 3:2 warns that nations will be judged for trying to divide up the Land of Israel, which is called God’s own Land. 80
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Confirmation 2. We have seen that the fulfilment of the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles incorporates an Interval of 33.5 years corresponding to the Life of Christ. We then get a pattern that agrees with the 7 TIMES of the Tribulation which shows we are on the right track. Moreover now the prophecy gives the exact dates when the Times of the Gentiles actually ended. Now we will see another amazing confirmation by checking if another feature of the Tribulation 7 TIMES is repeated in the TIMES of the Gentiles. If we have understood this parallel patterning correctly we should expect to see more correspondences. The Temple-site in Jerusalem is the most important, most holy, most fiercely contested piece of land and is the centre of a great spiritual warfare. Thus activity surrounding it is highly significant. At the mid-point of the Tribulation ‘7 TIMES’ the Antichrist desecrates the Temple by erecting the Abomination of Desolation upon it, thus dedicating it to another god. Does something similar happen at the mid-point of the historical 7 TIMES? Amazingly the answer is yes, and it tells us something profound about Islam. Now this only works if there is an Interval of 33.5 years within the 7 TIMES (which is another confirmation of this interpretation). At Mid-Tribulation (half way through the 2520 days) the Temple is desecrated with the Abomination of Desolation by antichrist, after he captures Jerusalem, after which the 2nd half of the Tribulation runs (for 1260 days). 81
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Similarly, exactly halfway through the 2520 years from 607 BC brings us to 688 AD (jumping over the 33.5 years). Then adding 1260 years to 688 AD takes us to 1948 AD. *In 688 AD, Islam, having captured Jerusalem, built the Dome of the Rock over the Holy of Holies (completed in 691)! This abomination to a false god (Allah) declares: ‘God has no Son.’



*Also, exactly halfway through the 2520 years from 588 BC brings us to 707 AD (jumping over the 33.5 years). Then adding 1260 years to 707 AD takes us to 1967 AD. In 707 AD, the Al-Aqsa Mosque was built on the Temple Mount (on the Court of the Gentiles), which turned the Temple Mount into a Mosque.
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In this way, half-way through the 7-TIMES, the whole Temple area has been desecrated, by being dedicated to a false god. Therefore, this corresponds to the act of the Antichrist in desecrating the rebuilt Temple half-way through the Tribulation. The prophecy of the 7-Times shows that the Islamic structures built on God’s Temple Mount which claim it for Allah exactly half-way through the 7-Times, are a Type of Antichrist’s Abomination of Desolation. Therefore Islam is of the spirit of antichrist, for it denies the truth of Christ, that He is the Son of God, crucified for our sins and risen again as Lord of all. We have seen that our interpretation of the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles which includes an Interval of 33.5 years (not counting the Life of Christ as part of these Times) agrees with the blueprint of the 7 TIMES given by the chronology of the Tribulation. Thus both the 7-TIME (2520) periods (in days and years) have a 33.5 day/year interval and are neatly divided into two parts (of 1260) by an act of desecration upon God’s Temple in Jerusalem. Moreover understood in this way the 7 TIMES prophecy accurately predicts the end of the Times of the Gentiles in 1948 and 1967. All these confirmations prove the validity of this interpretation. To aid your meditation on the 7 Times Prophecy on the next few pages you will find a number of Charts.
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Chapter 9: The Parable of the Fig-Tree (Israel’s fall and rise) We have seen how the prophecy of the 7 TIMES of the GENTILES has now been fulfilled in the Restoration of Israel to her Land in May 1948 and the recapture of Jerusalem in June 1967 bringing it back under Jewish dominion, so that the Times of Gentile dominion over Israel and Jerusalem have finished. God warned Israel in Leviticus 26 that He would discipline her for her sin with increasingly severe Cycles of discipline if she did not repent. In the 4th Cycle of discipline she would lose dominion (self-rule) to a foreign power and in the 5th Cycle she would be evicted from her Land. Now during the time of the Judges she moved into the 4th Cycle on seven occasions but each time she repented and regained dominion after a few years. She went deeper in sin during the time of the Kings and as a result God sent Babylon to put her under a stronger discipline. She was taken into Captivity to Babylon for 70 years (5th Cycle) and given over to Gentile Dominion (4th Cycle) for a long extended period of time (7 TIMES) so that even after the 70 years was over and they returned to the Land she was still under Gentile dominion (4th Cycle). Then when Christ came and Israel rejected Him, this resulted in her moving back to the 5th Cycle, being evicted from the Land and scattered to the nations in 70 AD. Thus AD 70 did not mark the start of the Times of the Gentiles. They were already under Gentile (Roman) 89
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dominion before then. The Times of Gentiles had already started 600 years before in the time of Daniel and Jeremiah. The events of AD 70 simply marked an intensification of discipline within the Times of the Gentiles as a result of her rejection of Messiah, moving her from Cycle 4 (her standard state during the Times of the Gentiles) to Cycle 5 (being scattered to the nations). However despite Israel’s sin and God’s firm discipline of her in removing both her dominion (4th Cycle) and her Land (5th Cycle), this would only be for a time, after which God promised to restore her again to her Land and also to restore her dominion in the Land. This would happen at the end of the Times of the Gentiles: “They (Israel) will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles UNTIL the TIMES of the GENTILES are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). So when these Times of the Gentiles are fulfilled these two disciplines will be reversed: (1) Israel will be restored to her Land and (2) her dominion in the Land will restored, which in God’s sight requires her to regain control of Jerusalem. Obviously He had restore her to the Land before restoring her dominion. So (1) He restored her to the Land moving her from the 5th Cycle of discipline to the 4th Cycle, which was completed in May 1948. Then (2) He completed the restoration of her dominion (moving her out of the 4th Cycle) in June 1967 (for Israel’s dominion has always directly connected to her rule over Jerusalem, her capital). 90
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Thus we have recently seen the the rise of Israel again at the end of the Times of the Gentiles with her Restoration to the Land, her Rebirth as a nation and her Regaining control over Jerusalem. Jesus taught that this event was the major sign that we are near the End of the Age (within a man’s life-time), through the Parable of the Fig-Tree which tells the story of the Fall and Rise of Israel, with Israel rising again in the time just before the Tribulation. Matthew 24:32-34: “Now learn the Parable of the FIG TREE: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that Summer (the Kingdom) is near. So you also, when you see all these things, know that it (the Kingdom) is near - at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.” It is clear that the first thing to look for is the FIG TREE, but what is it?



The Fig-Tree in the Bible represents ISRAEL, as a nation.



Jeremiah 24 shows Israel in captivity as 2 baskets of FIGS, both good and bad. This is because they are scattered and no longer a Fig-Tree (a nation) that is planted in the Land. Amos 8:1,2: “Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, a basket of summer fruit. And He said, “Amos, what do you see?” So I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the LORD said to me: The end has come upon My people Israel.” 91
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Hosea 9:10: “I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstfruits on the Fig Tree in its first season.” Joel 1:6,7: “For a nation has come up against My Land...He has laid waste My vine, and ruined My Fig Tree. He has stripped it bare and thrown it away; its branches are made white.” The Fig-Tree as the nation of Israel planted in her Land is also confirmed by Jesus’ use of this symbol in Luke 13:6-9. Thus the major sign of being in the end-times, just before the Tribulation is the reappearance of Israel as a living nation. Jesus had started this Parable of the Fig Tree earlier, so when He talked about the Parable of the Fig-Tree in Matthew 24:32, He was not introducing something new, but was referencing something they had already heard about from Him. He was guiding them to understand what He was saying in the light of what He had previously revealed about the Fig-Tree. By referring to the Parable of the Fig-Tree, Jesus indicated that the Fig-Tree has a symbolic meaning which He intends us to understand. In fact He had already previously made this meaning perfectly clear to His disciples, so they would have immediately known what He was talking about. Once this is understood then it becomes clear that those who say that the FIG-TREE has no special symbolic meaning are wrong. Jesus had previously introduced the Fig-Tree (Israel) into His teaching. He had already shared the first part of the Parable of the 92
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Fig-Tree with them which prophesied the coming FALL of Israel (her removal from the Land, which was fulfilled in AD 70) and now in Matthew 24 as He speaks on the end-times, He now brings the Parable to its conclusion by revealing that the Fig-Tree (Israel) will RISE again (be restored as a nation in her Land) and that this miraculous event will be the major sign to the nations that they are living close to the End of the Age when God will judge the world. This Parable is therefore in two parts (Israel’s Fall and Rise): (1) HER FALL. Jesus came to the Fig-Tree (Israel) to inspect its fruit (faith) and found none so He announced that He will cut it down and remove it from the Land. Jesus started the Parable of the Fig-Tree in Luke 13:5-9: “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” He is warning Israel of the danger of coming judgement. He also spoke this Parable (to confirm this warning): “A certain man (JESUS) had a Fig Tree (ISRAEL) planted in his Vineyard (the PROMISED LAND), and he came seeking fruit (FAITH) on it and found none. Then he said to the Keeper of his Vineyard (the FATHER), ‘Look, for three years (the Ministry of Jesus) I have come seeking fruit on this Fig Tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up (waste) the ground?’ (notice that the cutting off of Israel will result in her removal from the land). 93
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“But He answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilise it. And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’” In this Parable, Jesus is warning Israel of a coming destruction. Jesus is the man who ministered for 3 years to Israel (the Fig-Tree) which was planted in the Land (the Vineyard). He came looking for faith and found none and so at this stage He asked the Keeper (God, the Father) to cut the tree down because it was using up the ground but not fulfilling its purpose. The Keeper then requested that it have one more year of grace before judgement falls. If it responds - then good. If not - then after that year, Jesus would cut Israel off, which would result in her being expelled from the land. Now Jesus ministry was 3 and a half years, so this happened six months before the Cross. The extra year then ended six months after the Cross. Therefore when Israel did not repent, Israel must have been officially cut off spiritually by Jesus six months after the Cross for not bearing the fruit of faith. In turn this resulted in her destruction and removal from the land by the Romans in AD 70, as Jesus had predicted on many occasions. This cutting off of Israel in AD 33, six months after the Cross, was such an important event that it must have been clearly marked. Indeed, it is recorded in Acts 7 with Stephen’s prosecution speech and martyrdom where the leaders of israel confirmed their rejection of Christ. At this point Israel was spiritually cut off from the favour 94
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of God, and this favour was transferred to the Gentiles (see Romans 11 where Paul describes how the natural branches have been cut off and the Gentiles grafted into the Olive Tree, the place of God’s favour and anointing). Immediately after the cutting off in Acts 7 we then see God releasing the Gospel to the non-Jews (Acts 8).



Jesus symbolically acted out this coming judgement by cursing a Fig-Tree because it failed to bear fruit (symbolic of Israel in unbelief as in Luke 13:6-9). This judgement of God caused it to wither from its roots (Mark 11:12-24, Matthew 21:18-19). The judgement started immediately (but invisibly - at the roots, the trees’ source of life), but was only visibly manifested some 95
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time later (’the next day’). This was fulfilled in AD 33 when Israel was cut off spiritually, and then in AD 70 this judgement was manifested when Israel was expelled from the Land. So the Cursing of the Fig-Tree was another episode in the Parable of the Fig-Tree confirming the Parable in Luke 13. He cursed the Fig-Tree on the day after the leaders of Israel officially rejected Him as Messiah-King when He presented Himself to Israel as her King at His Triumphal Entry. Matthew 21:18-22: “Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry. Seeing a Fig Tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” Immediately the Fig Tree withered away. And when the disciples saw it (the next day), they marvelled, saying, “How did the Fig Tree wither away so soon?” It immediately started to wither from the roots upwards, and by the next day the whole Tree was visibly withered (Mark 11:20). As before, the Fig-Tree represents Israel.



Jesus had come to it,



but found no fruit (faith), only leaves (religion). Thus Jesus symbolically acted out upon the Fig-Tree the Divine discipline and judgement that would soon come upon Israel. Israel had a call from God to bear fruit that the nations could eat. That is, she was to believe in God and His Messiah and 96
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communicate that faith to the world. She was specially anointed by God to be blessed and to be a blessing (Genesis 12:2). But even after the grace of Messiah had been poured out upon her, she was in unbelief (fruitless). This curse on Israel of her continually not bearing fruit signified that God was giving Israel over to her unbelief (her blindness and hardness of heart) for an extended period of time. Jesus also said: “no man shall eat fruit from you again” (Mark 11:14). This indicates that He was withdrawing her anointing to be God’s witness to the nations. He judged the Fig-Tree (with fruitlessness) by cutting it off from its water supply (causing it to wither from the roots). Likewise, later in October AD 33, Jesus spoke the word to cut Israel off spiritually, resulting in her settled state of national unbelief concerning Himself. As the judgement on the Tree was manifested the next day, so the cutting off of Israel was manifested physically later in AD 70, when Jerusalem was destroyed and Israel was dispersed to the nations. This picture shows how Israel’s cutting off resulted in her fruitlessness - her spiritual blindness and hardening of heart concerning her Messiah in this Age (Romans 11:25, 2Corinthians 3:14-16). (2) HER RISE - Jesus also predicted that the Fig-Tree (Israel) who FELL would also surely RISE again in the End-Time!: "Learn the Parable of the FIG TREE (Israel), when his branch is become tender, and puts forth leaves (not fruit) you know SUMMER (the Millennial Kingdom) is nigh" (Matthew 24:32). 97
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When they discovered the Fig-Tree withered from the roots on the next morning it made a deep impression on their minds. Then it was later ON THE SAME DAY that Jesus gave His Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24, Luke 21, Mark 13) when He again talked about the Parable of the Fig-Tree, this time in the context of the End-Times predicting that the Fig-Tree (which had been judged) will rise again and become the major end-time sign. So when He talked about the Parable of the Fig-Tree in Matthew 24, the cursing of the Fig-Tree would have been fresh in their minds, which they knew was a symbolic act prophesying coming judgement upon Israel (from the Parable of the Fig-Tree in Luke 13). Therefore, they knew that His teaching of what would happen to the Fig-Tree (Israel) in the End-Times was a continuation of His previous teachings on the Fig-Tree. He was saying that the same Fig-Tree that did not bear fruit at His first Coming and so was judged, would rise again in the time just before His Second Coming. We have the privilege of seeing both prophecies come to pass. So, the Fig-Tree is Israel which was cut down and cursed by Christ for rejecting her Messiah. But she will spring up again and then we can know that Summer (the Kingdom) is near. Luke confirms this: “Look at the Fig Tree, and all the trees. When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that Summer is now near. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the Kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21:29-31). Luke makes it clear that Summer 98
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represents the Messianic Kingdom. The sign of being in the final generation before the Kingdom is the Fig-Tree with its leaves shooting forth, for all to see. All of history is moving towards the Kingdom (Summer) when Israel (the Fig-Tree) will bear mature fruit. In the Tribulation, especially by the end, as Summer approaches, this fruit (faith) will start to appear. In the Spring (the season before Summer) the Tree grows and puts forth leaves and these are signs that Summer is soon to come. So Jesus is saying that the sign of being in the time-season just before the end of the age is the reappearance of Israel on the world-scene. The Fig-Tree is now putting forth its leaves for all to see. The Rebirth of Israel (1948) and her further growth (1967) is the clear-cut sign that we are in the last days of the Church Age! The Fig-Tree has reappeared and put forth leaves (but not fruit) as Jesus predicted! This confirms other prophecies that Israel as a nation will first of all be regathered to the land in unbelief (leaves only) and will only come to faith in Christ (bear fruit) later. Next, Jesus went even further saying that Israel was God's Time Clock. The Rebirth of Israel would start the final countdown: "Verily I say to you, this generation (that sees the Fig-Tree) shall not pass away, until ALL THESE THINGS be fulfilled" (Luke 21:32). The generation who see this amazing Sign of the Fig-Tree (those alive to see the events of 1948) will not all die (pass away) before all the events of the Tribulation and Second 99
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Coming are fulfilled. Jesus reinforced this amazing claim with great emphasis on its truth: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (v33). The Clock started at Israel’s Rebirth and runs for a man’s lifetime. Thus we can see the SIGN OF THE FIG-TREE and KNOW that we are IN THE LAST GENERATION.



As Israel gets



older and puts forth leaves, she is a sure sign of the imminent start of the Tribulation (the short transition into the Millennial Summer) when she will increasingly bear fruit. The Fig-Tree gives us the general, but not the exact time of Christ’s Second Coming. Some dates: 1. Jesus was born at Tabernacles (15th Tishri) 2 BC which was October 12th on our calendar (John 1:1,14). 2. He was baptised and started His ministry on His 30th birthday (Tabernacles) 29 AD which was October 11th (Luke 3:23). 3. Therefore the 4 years of Luke 13:6-9 end on October 10th 33 AD (6 months after the Cross). This is therefore the key date for the cutting off of Israel from the favour of God and the transfer of anointing to the Gentiles (recorded in Acts 7, with Stephen’s martyrdom being the confirmation of that generation of Israel’s rejection of the Messiah and ripeness for judgement. This cutting off caused a removal of protection from Israel which led to her removal from the Land (the 5th Cycle) a few years later in AD 70. 100
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Charts of the 3 days and 3 nights
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Appendix 1: The Day the sun stopped shining
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Appendix 2: Daniel’s 70 Weeks (Daniel 9:24-27) This is a major key to prophecy and is the lynchpin connecting Old and New Testament prophecy, preparing us for the New developments. It establishes the postponement of the Kingdom (crucial to relating Old Testament prophecy and the Church Age). It also proves that despite the delay, the Kingdom will be established and Israel will be fully restored. It is a Masterpiece of Prophecy. The end-time prophecy of Jesus (the Olivet Discourse) depends and builds upon it. It gives a countdown to the Kingdom! Israel was in dispersion in Babylon and Daniel was praying about the restoration of Israel - her people from sin and her city from desolation (Daniel 9). God’s answer gives a prophecy giving the timing of the restoration in terms of ‘Weeks’. A ‘Week’ means a ‘Seven’. It can mean a week of days or a week of years. From the context it is generally accepted that Daniel’s 70 Weeks are Weeks of years and so refer to 70 Sevens of years or 490 years. If days had been intended it would be so expressed, as in Daniel 10:3 which literally says ‘three whole weeks of days’. Moreover the last Week is divided into two, and the second half is three and a half years (Daniel 7:25, 12:7; Revelation 11:2,3). God's answer to Daniel comes in v24: "70 Weeks (Sevens) are determined (cut, marked and divided off) for your people (Israel) and for your holy city (Jerusalem).” 108
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Now God gives six things that will be accomplished by the end of this time. The first three have to do with sin, the second three with the Kingdom. Before the Kingdom can be established the issue of sin had to be dealt with and provision for man’s righteousness made through the New Covenant: “(1) To finish the transgression (2) To make an end of sins (3) To make reconciliation (atonement) for iniquity.” These first three were fulfilled by Christ when He died on the Cross, bearing the judgement for our sins, laying the basis for us to be part of His Kingdom. As Christ declared: “it is finished - the price is paid in full”, He was claiming the fulfilment of this first stage towards establishing the Kingdom. On the basis of Christ’s death God can establish the Millennial Kingdom: (4) To bring in everlasting righteousness (or ‘the age of righteousness’) (5) To seal up vision and prophecy (to bring all old Testament prophecy to fulfilment. This will only be true in the Millennium). (6) To anoint the Most Holy” (the establishing and anointing of the Millennial Temple for the Messianic Kingdom - Ezekiel 41-46). These final three things will only be fulfilled by Christ when He comes again and establishes the Kingdom on earth. Together the six describe God’s whole program to bring Israel into all the blessings promised in the covenants. This includes personal 109
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salvation through the new-covenant and the establishment of the Kingdom on earth under the personal rule of the Son of David from Jerusalem. When Israel accepts the work of Christ in fulfilling the first three, Christ can complete God's plan to restore Israel by fulfilling the next three. This amazing prophecy says that God has set aside 490 years for Israel to be fully restored, for the prophesied Kingdom of God to be established on earth. Thus, Israel has only 490 years left ‘on her clock’ to possess the Kingdom. v25: "Know therefore and understand that...” (This is a hard prophecy that demands an effort on our part to study and understand it, as Jesus confirmed in Matthew 24:15) “from the going forth of the command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem...” This gives the starting point - the decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra in 458 BC (we justify this starting date later). “...until MESSIAH THE PRINCE." The 490 years close with the time of ‘Messiah the Prince’. Notice that He is not described as ‘Messiah the King’ at this stage, but ‘Messiah the Prince’ (the King in waiting), for His ministry first of all must be to do what is necessary for His Kingdom to be established on earth. In particular He must achieve the spiritual restoration of Israel (for the Messianic Kingdom must be centred upon Israel). Then He can reign as Messiah the King. v25 reveals that the full restoration described in v24 will be fulfilled by MESSIAH, for it is 110
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He who must establish the Kingdom. He will come first to Israel as their Prince, and when they receive Him, He will become their King. The end-point of the prophecy (490 years from 458 BC) is AD 33 - the year of the Cross! This implies that Jesus was ready to establish the Kingdom in that year. Next Daniel gives us a breakdown of the 490 years: "Until MESSIAH THE PRINCE there shall be 7 weeks (7 sevens = 49 years) and 62 weeks (434 years). The street shall be rebuilt again and the wall even in troublesome times" (or 'the narrow time' - this was fulfilled in the first 49 years -see the book of Ezra-Nehemiah). The time of Messiah’s Presentation to Israel starts after the 49 + 434 = 483 years. Therefore the end of the 483 years (AD 26) is the start of the time of Messiah’s Presentation to Israel. This leaves the MESSIAH just 7 years to fulfil the prophecy, which predicts that after 490 years have been fulfilled, the Kingdom Age should be established, which will be the time of ‘Messiah the King.’ These 7 final years of Daniel’s prophecy, the time of Messiah the Prince and His ministry to Israel, should begin in AD 26 and end in AD 33 (according to Daniel). The New Testament record makes it clear that the formal start of the time of Messiah, was when His herald John the Baptist began his ministry to Israel. The Gospels all start the story of Christ’s ministry and presentation to Israel with the ministry of John the Baptist (Luke 3 for example). 111
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Jesus confirmed that John brought in the time of the Messiah (Matthew 11:9-13) saying: "all the prophets prophesied unto John." John signalled the start of the fulfilment of Messianic prophecy, the Appearance of the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3-5, Matthew 3:3). It was starting with his ministry that “the Kingdom of God was at hand” (Matthew 3:2). Moreover Acts 1:21,22 defines the time of Messiah as: “the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us’, as: ‘beginning from the Baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us (the Ascension).”



The ‘baptism of John’ refers to his



whole mission (Matthew 21:25). Thus the fulfilment of Daniel’s prophecy requires the start of John’s ministry to be in AD 26. This significant date is confirmed by the New Testament record. In fact the start of John’s ministry is the most strongly emphasised date of the New Testament: “Now in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea (AD 26-36), Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness” (Luke 3:1,2). This is the key date marking a new phase in God’s plan. Bible Chronology hinges on this date because it marks the close of Daniel’s 69th Week and the opening of the ministry of Messiah when the Kingdom was at hand. Now Tiberius Caesar began ruling as co-emperor with Augustus in AD 12 and 112
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ruled alone from AD 14-37. Now the word used for his ‘reign’ is ‘hegemonia’ (rulership or leadership), not ‘basileia’ (the word that is usually used for a king’s ‘reign’, which certainly would have been used to describe his sole-reign from AD 14). Thus his ‘hegemonia’ began in AD 12 and his 15th year was AD 26. So John the Baptist started announcing the Messiah at the very time Daniel had predicted the start of the time of Messiah’s Coming to Israel! Thus Daniel predicted that the time of ‘Messiah the Prince’ starts after 483 years (fulfilled in the ministry of John starting in AD 26) and ends after 490 years (fulfilled in the death of the Messiah Jesus in AD 33). Since we know that Jesus’ ministry lasted 3.5 years (AD 29-33), we can conclude that John’s ministry was also 3.5 years (AD 26-29). This is confirmed by the 7 years of the Tribulation (likewise divided in two halves) which as we shall see is a rerun of these 7 years. The death of Christ in AD 33 is widely accepted, and is also confirmed by secular historical writings that describe the supernatural darkness that covered the world at that time. Moreover only AD 30 and 33 satisfy the criteria of a Friday full moon as required for the Passover in the year of the Cross. However, some prefer AD 30 because it has been popular to believe that Christ was born in 4 BC, because it was thought that Josephus gave this date for Herod’s death. Since Jesus was about 30 when He started His ministry of 3.5 years, this would give AD 30 as the year of the Cross. However recent scholarship has 113
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shown that Josephus has been misinterpreted, and that Herod’s death was in 1 BC, and Christ’s birth was in 2 BC (which confirms 33 AD for the Cross, since there is no year 0). This agrees with the consistent witness of the Church Fathers who had access to better information. This is all well documented in the revised edition of Finegan’s ‘Handbook of Biblical Chronology’.



In conclusion,



we have good evidence that John’s ministry began in AD 26, and the Cross was in AD 33. This means that the 7 years predicted by Daniel as the time of ‘Messiah the Prince’ (AD 26-33) was fulfilled in the 7 years of the messianic ministry of John and Jesus. Sometime after the 483 years - after Messiah’s Presentation begins, He is to be killed for us: "And after the 62 weeks MESSIAH shall be cut off - but not for himself" (v26). We have seen that at the end of the 62 weeks the Messianic ministry would begin. Now we are told that sometime later, at the end of this ministry the Messiah would be killed, not for His own sins but for ours. In fact, we now know that it was after seven years, at the end of the 70 Weeks in AD 33, that Messiah was killed (as v24 implied). We know from the Feasts and Seasons described in John’s Gospel and from Luke 13:7 that Jesus ministered for three and a half years. So John must have ministered for the three and a half years before that, typified by Elijah’s ministry (James 5:17). (This pattern of the 70th Week divided into 2 halves is confirmed when we see it repeated in the 7-year Tribulation, when the 70th Week is rerun). The prophecy is strangely silent about these seven years of Messiah 114
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(Daniel’s 70th Week) after which the Kingdom should have been established. These most important years are left blank, except for the mention of Messiah’s substitutionary death at their end. According to v24, by the end of the 70th Week (AD 33), Jesus Christ should have died for our sins and established the Kingdom. He did die and establish the New Covenant in His Blood, and He was ready to establish the Kingdom that year and fulfil the prophecy of the 490 years, but something happens to delay this, which is anticipated in the prophecy in v26. First: “Messiah will be cut off but not for himself” (KJV) could also be translated: “the Anointed One will be cut off and have nothing” (NIV) or as the Living Bible puts it: “the Anointed One will be killed, His Kingdom still unrealised.” For some reason the Kingdom does not come after 490 years! Then as the prophecy in v26 continues, there's another strange development. Instead of Messiah establishing the Kingdom we find: "and the people (the Romans) of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood and until the end of the war desolations are determined" (fulfilled in the war of AD 66-73 when Rome destroyed Jerusalem and scattered Israel to the nations). Something has gone terribly wrong! Such destruction and judgement on Israel could only mean Israel will reject her Messiah! (This could not have been said explicitly without spoiling their freedom of choice). 115
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So the Kingdom could not come at the end of the 490 years! But how will God fulfil the prophecy of 490 years, as He must? Praise God Who: "changes the times and the seasons" (Daniel 2:20-22). God did something special with the last 7 years on Israel's Timetable, about which, so far, the prophecy has been silent. Because they rejected their King and Kingdom, He officially cut them off (Luke 13:4-8, Acts 7), stopped their clock and cancelled their last 7 years (AD 26-33, the time of Messiah’s Presentation). This is why the 7 years, AD 26-33 are blotted out of v26. He will give them a second chance by letting the 7 years (Daniel’s 70th Week) run again for Israel at the end of the age, after which Christ returns to establish the Kingdom and is received by a believing Israel. The difference is that these are 7 years of Tribulation under antichrist, rather than 7 years of Grace under Christ. In the first 7 years Christ presented Himself as King, but in the last seven years antichrist will present himself as king. Both seven-year periods divide into two halves, where things that begin in the first half come to their climax in the second half. Thus v24 will still be literally fulfilled, because the Kingdom will be established after 490 years on Israel’s clock. However before the final 7 years on Israel’s clock run, the 2000 years or so of the Church-Age are inserted which delay the coming of the Kingdom. So there is a GAP between the two sets of 7 years filled by the Church-Age (not mentioned because it is a Mystery). 116
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The precedent and type for this is the dreams of Pharaoh in the time of JOSEPH (Genesis 41) where 7 lean cows eat 7 fat ones and 7 thin, blighted heads of grain eat up 7 good heads. This referred to 7 prosperous years being EATEN UP by 7 years of famine and affliction which came after. So the 7 blessed years of John and Christ were 'eaten up' (blotted out) on Israel's calendar and replaced by 7 years of TRIBULATION by the end of which the Kingdom must be established. Joseph is a type of Christ and his brothers are Israel. The brothers rejected Joseph as their leader and 'killed' him. They did not come to him in the first 7 years but in the years of Tribulation (‘the time of Jacob's trouble' - Jeremiah 30:7); they realised their trouble was due to their sin against Joseph and were repentant. After testing them, Joseph revealed himself to his brothers in the 7 years of Tribulation and they were reconciled. Likewise, Jesus will reveal Himself to Israel and they will be reconciled and receive Him as their King. v26,27 describe 2 consequences of Israel’s rejection of her Prince. (1) The first judgement came to that generation: "the people of the prince who is to come (the Romans) shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it (the city) shall be with a flood (an overwhelming invasion) and until the end of the war desolations are determined” (v26). This took place over a 7-year period from AD 66-73. (2) The second judgement is the coming of a future prince: ‘the prince who is to come’, who is of the Roman Empire (for v26 says 117
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that his people are the ones who destroy Jerusalem and the Temple) His destructive activities against Jerusalem and the Temple also take place over a 7-year period (the Tribulation - Daniel’s 70th Week). They are described in v27 and identify him as the antichrist. This shows that the antichrist will be the head of a Revived Roman Empire. There is a contrast between two princes (who both aspire to be world-rulers). There is the Jewish ‘Messiah the Prince’ (the Christ) and the Roman ‘prince to come’ (the anti-christ). Because Israel rejected her true Messiah-Prince after 7-years of grace, she must endure life under the false Messiah-Prince for the 7-year Tribulation. Thus the cause of the Tribulation is Israel’s rejection of her Messiah and the rerunning of Daniel’s 70th Week. After v26, the prophecy jumps forward to these last seven years for Israel.



After introducing the Roman prince in v26 as an



important figure yet to come, v27 tells us more about him: "Then (after an undisclosed period of time) he (this must be the last person mentioned - 'the prince who is to come', the antichrist) shall confirm a covenant (peace-treaty) with the many (the majority in Israel) for ONE WEEK (7 years!)." Here we see Daniel’s 70th Week (the last 7-years before the Kingdom comes). It is marked by the activity of the antichrist. The starting point for these seven years of Tribulation is a peace treaty he makes with Israel as part of his rise to world-power. This agreement may promise Israel protection, allowing them to worship in a rebuilt Temple. 118
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"But in the middle of the Week (after 3 and a half years, at MidTribulation) he will bring an end to sacrifice and offering.” He will break this covenant, invade Jerusalem and stop their Temple worship. “And one who causes desolation (either antichrist or his assistant - the False-prophet, see Revelation 13) will place abominations on a wing of the Temple...” This is the ‘abomination of desolation’ that Jesus refers to in Matthew 24:15. Antichrist will utterly defile the sanctuary of God by putting an idol of himself on the pinnacle and in the holy-of-holies of the rebuilt Jewish Temple and demand that everyone worship him. This desolation will continue: “...until the end (of the 70th Week) - the time God has set, to pour out judgement on this evil desolator.” This time is limited to 3.5 years, after which antichrist and his kingdom will be destroyed. This must be accomplished by the Return of the Messiah-King, Jesus at the end of the 7 years to deliver His people and to establish His Kingdom thus fulfilling the 490-year prophecy. This agrees with prophecies in Daniel 2 and 7. There are two 7-year judgements upon Israel for her 7-year rejection of Christ (AD 26-33). The first ( v26), was fulfilled in AD 66-73, exactly 40 years later. This was a forerunner of the second (v27) - the future Tribulation. They have interesting parallels. Both increase in severity with time. Both see a Roman invasion of Jerusalem half-way through the 7-years, followed by a desecration or destruction of the Temple. The second-half is a time of Great Tribulation and by the end of 7-years the nation of 119
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Israel is at the point of extinction. In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus basically expounds and expands upon this prophecy of Daniel. In so doing He predicts the invasion of Jerusalem in AD 70 (Luke 21:20-24, c.f Daniel 9:26) and the parallel invasion in the Tribulation (Matthew 24:15-22, c.f. Daniel 9:27). In so doing He brings out another similarity - that in both cases a way of escape will be made for believers just before destruction hits. Because of these similarities many think these are identical events but there are also clear differences. The invasion in Luke results in desolation and captivity in the nations for a long period of time (v24). Thus, He predicts an invasion well before the End of the Age in line with Daniel 9:26. On the other hand the invasion in Matthew results in the desecration (not the total destruction) of the Temple and it happens just before Christ’s Return (v22-31). Thus He also predicted a 2nd invasion very near the end, in line with Daniel 9:27. Jesus also warned of these coming Roman judgements in Luke 23:26-31: “As they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus. And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to them, said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, `Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!' 120
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Then they will begin to say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us! For if they do these things in the green wood (in a time of grace), what will be done in the dry (in a time of judgement)?" Between v26 and v27, Daniel’s prophecy jumps 2000 years or so. It is a good example of a Prophetic Gap. The connecting link is Rome and the Roman Prince, identified by the phrase: ‘the people of the prince to come’. At the end of the first run of Daniel’s 70th Week, Israel rejected Christ as their ruler, saying that "Caesar is our King" and the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem soon after (v26). Appropriately, the last 7 years open with Israel receiving the antichrist as ruler. v26 describes him as the Coming Prince whose people destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70. This shows he is head of a Revived Roman Empire. v27 describes the continuing judgement and destruction that will come on Israel through Rome for rejecting Christ and accepting the wrong ruler, but at the end of it they will be ready to accept the true Christ (v24). The rerun of Daniel’s 70th Week (the Tribulation) has many parallels with the 70th Week cancelled by God (AD 26-33). One opens with the presentation of Christ to Israel, the other with antichrist. Satan tempts each man with world-power mid-way through the 7 years. One rejects, one accepts. At this point both are filled with supernatural power to fulfil their missions- one (possessed) by satan, the other (anointed) by God, launching them to prominence requiring everyone to decide to believe or reject 121
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them. At the close of both Weeks Israel has a decision to accept or reject her Messiah. The first time she says ‘no’, but the second time she will say ‘yes’. The first 70th Week ended with the death of Christ (v26), but the second Week finishes with the destruction of anti-christ (v27). The first time the only first 3 points of v24 were fulfilled, the second time the last 3 will be also. This chronology of Daniel’s prophecy differs from the better known calculation done by Sir Robert Anderson. He takes 445 BC (the royal command to Nehemiah in the 20th year of Artaxerxes) as the starting point and uses years of 360 days. He views the 69 Weeks as ending at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem in 32 AD, and the 70th Week as postponed because of Israel’s rejection. The effective differences with the interpretation that I propose (which derive from the insights of Sir Edward Denney) are subtle but important. See my book ‘End-Time Prophecy Part 1’ for a detailed explanation why the Anderson interpretation clearly fails. I have come to see Denney’s view as superior for the following reasons: (1) It is generally accepted that the Cross was in AD 33 (or 30) but it was certainly not in AD 32. For this reason H.Hoehner has adapted Anderson’s dates by a year (from 444 BC - AD 33 ). (2) The Year-Length in use by Israel at that time was the lunisolar year which approximates to our solar year in average length. When Daniel spoke of 490 years, it must be assumed this referred to the standard year used by Israel, NOT the Gentile (Babylonian) 122
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TIME of 360 days. Israel’s clock does not run according to ‘Times’. Had God intended to measure the 490 years in ‘Times’, He would have said so, as He did for Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 ‘Times’ in Daniel 4. This is confirmed by the context of the prophecy at the close of the 70 years in Babylon (Daniel 9:1-3), a measurement based on the number of sabbatical years that Israel had failed to rest the Land (2Chronicles 36:20,21) - hence the reference to ‘Weeks’ (Sevens of Years) in the prophecy. These years were clearly Jewish luni-solar Years, not Times. God was saying: “The 70 years are about to end and now I am measuring out 70 sevens of years for Israel leading up to your full restoration through the Messiah.” The assumption has to be that the kind of years that God used in this prophecy to measure Israel’s future history leading up to the Messiah were the years God Himself had given to Israel to use as the basis of their Calendar and the Feasts of the Lord, namely lunar-solar years, which they still use to this day. If God intended to use a different kind of year (such as the Time), He would have made that clear as He does in other situations when the 360 day Time is being used. Thus Anderson’s use of this unusual year length of 360 days is unjustified and is a great weakness of his interpretation. It is true that there are special situations in the Bible when God clearly does use the Time, as in the year of the Flood and in the Tribulation (in Daniel and Revelation) - both of which were times of world-wide judgement. However to call it a ‘prophetic year’ (as if it was the year generally used in prophecy) is totally misleading. 123
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(3) The death and resurrection of Christ must happen on a Jubilee. In fact at the end of 490 years it happened at the end of a Great Jubilee. (4) God’s offer of the Kingdom to Israel was genuine. Therefore, had Israel accepted, the Kingdom would have had to have been established later in AD 33 (the year of the Cross), fulfilling the 70 Weeks prophecy on time. This requires the 70 Weeks to end in AD 33. When Israel failed the 70th Week was cancelled to be rerun as the Tribulation. (5) The start of Daniel's Seventy Weeks: "The commandment (‘dabar’ = ‘word from God’) to restore and build Jerusalem." POSSIBILITIES: There are 4 to consider, but I believe the decree in 458 BC is the correct one. (A) The Decree of Cyrus 536 BC (Ezra 1:2-4). This concerns the Temple alone - it does not mention Jerusalem as such. Now Isaiah 44:28,45:13 seems to include Jerusalem in his decree but actually it is God who speaks His purposes to Cyrus, Jerusalem and the Temple and all four of these decrees are manifestations of this. However the part of it that came through Cyrus clearly concerned the Temple alone. (B) The Decree of Darius 518 BC (Ezra 6:1-3). This just renews Cyrus’ Temple Decree. 124
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(C) Artaxerxes Decree in his 7th year. 458 BC (Ezra 7:11-26). This clearly had a Divine origin as the word ‘commandment’ implies (v6,27). The later Decree by Artaxerxes in 445 BC was in response to Nehemiah’s request rather than a direct ‘word from God.’ Moreover the Bible emphasises this decree by: (1) having a chapter devoted to it, with a detailed copy given which shows it to fit Daniel’s prophecy. (2) it is central to the book of Ezra-Nehemiah for all its events originate from it. (3) its date is emphasised strongly (v7-9). (4) it is the only bit of Ezra in Aramaic not Hebrew. Now on the surface this decree seems to emphasise the Temple and thus it does not qualify, but a closer reading shows clearly that this decree included the rebuilding of city and its administration. It empowered him to ordain laws, and set magistrates and judges with authority to punish. So Ezra was authorised to restore the commonwealth and the means were placed at his disposal to enable him to do so. This must be the decree to rebuild and restore Jerusalem and this is seen to be Ezra's understanding of it. Ezra 1-6 describes the rebuilding of the Temple before Ezra, except for a parenthesis in Ezra 4:6-23 where in describing resistance to this work Ezra then also describes the resistance he faced in his time. This section shows that the group that returned with Ezra attempted to restore the walls but this attempt was thwarted by the Samaritans (Ezra 4:11,12,23). This attempt must have been made under Ezra in 458 BC, for the 125
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Decree granted him exactly these extended powers (7:18, 25; 9:9). (D) Artaxerxes 445 BC in his 20th year (Nehemiah 2). This gave Nehemiah permission to rebuild the walls). Many believe this is the decree because it emphasises the walls but as we have seen a previous attempt had been made on the basis of the earlier decree. It was the failure to implement that decree that upset Nehemiah and he gained permission to assist in accomplishing the work undertaken by Ezra which had been retarded. So this was not the originating decree but a renewal of the earlier one. Therefore Daniel's 70 Weeks start in 458 BC, and Ezra 7 even tells us the Decree was made on Nisan 1st which was APRIL 3rd 458 BC. Therefore we can quickly see that 490 years later takes us to APRIL 3rd AD 33, the Day of Christ’s Resurrection when He was ready to establish the Kingdom had Israel been ready. Further thoughts on the 70 Weeks. The 70th Week is clearly still in the future (Daniel 9:27) and so seems to be divided off from the other 69 Weeks. However the prophecy implies that all 70 Weeks are all together as one unit (v24) with the Messiah bringing Salvation and the Kingdom at the end of the 70th Week (His time starting after 69 Weeks). The failed attempts to make the first 69 Weeks stand alone in measuring the time up to the Cross, confirm that all 70 Weeks should be kept together as one unit. What we have here is a classic prophetic paradox. On one hand, the 70th Week should run straight after the 69th. On the other hand, it is 126
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yet future!



How can both be true? Rather than choosing one over



the other as most interpretations do, let us proceed on the basis that both are true, even if this initially seems impossible! As we have shown, the starting date for the 70 Weeks is clearly marked in Ezra 7 as Nisan 1, in the 7th year of Artaxerxes. This was without doubt April 3rd, 458 BC (Gregorian Calendar). Measuring forward 69 Weeks (483 Jewish luni-solar years) takes us to the last day of the 69th Week: April 4th 26AD. This means the 70th Week, the Time of Messiah, began on April 5th AD 26 with the ministry of John the Baptist. The seven messianic years are in two halves (3.5 years of John the Baptist followed by 3.5 years of the ministry of Jesus Christ). The 70th Week of Messiah is 7 true solar years which close on April 3rd, AD 33, the very day of His resurrection! It is also of note that: 490 true solar years from April 3rd, 458 BC end on April 1st 33AD, the day of the Cross! This means that the 490 years come to a fitting climax at the death and resurrection of Christ. The 490 years of Daniel 9:24 speak of a Great Jubilee Cycle (10 Jubilees) and so it is a great confirmation that the greatest Jubilee of all (even the fulfilment of all Jubilees the Cross and Resurrection) took place at the end of a Great Jubilee Cycle. Whereas if the Cross was only after 483 years this would not be true. Only the death and resurrection of Christ form a fitting climax to the 70 Weeks and the calculation works to the very day! In fact the first three of the six supreme messianic accomplishments that v24 tells us should be achieved by the end of the 70th Week 127
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were fulfilled at the Cross. Thus we see that by letting all 70 Weeks run their course we get an impressive prophecy of what the Messiah would accomplish in His First Coming, at the climax of the 490 years, and it accurately predicts this to the very day! However, we must also admit there is much in the prophecy that has not been fulfilled in the 490 years from 458 BC - 33AD, and that the events of the 70th Week are still in the future (v27). How can the prophecy of v24 be fulfilled when the 490 years have passed and the Kingdom not yet established? It was Sir Edward Denney who discerned the brilliant solution. According to v24, Jesus Christ was ready to fulfil the whole prophecy in 490 years which involved purchasing our salvation and establishing His Kingdom of righteousness on earth (the suffering and the glory). However Israel’s rejection of Him as their Messiah-King meant that although He could fulfil the Salvation aspects in His First Coming by His death and resurrection (and did so on time), He was unable to establish His Kingdom at that time. This is indicated in Daniel 9:26: “He shall be cut off, but have nothing”, that is, His Kingdom shall be unrealised. Thus He fulfilled the first 3 (Salvation) aspects of v24, but He will only fulfil the second 3 (Kingdom) aspects at His 2nd Coming at the end of the future 70th Week described in v27. How can the 70th Week be past and future, fulfilled and unfulfilled? How can we explain this paradox? 128
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The solution is simple: the 70th Week has come and it will come again. It has run, and it will run again at the end. When Israel rejected the King and Kingdom after 7 years of grace, God chronologically cancelled those 7 years (the 70th Week) in order to rerun them at the end of the age as the 7 year Tribulation. He had given Israel 490 years on her clock to fulfil His purposes, but when she rejected Him at the end of the 70 Weeks, God stopped her clock and rewound it 7 years. Meanwhile He brought in a new Body, the Church, for the Church-Age. When the Church Age is ended by the Rapture, Israel’s final 7 years (the 70th Week) will rerun as the Tribulation. Thus the Messianic Kingdom was postponed 2000 years (40 Jubilees) because of Israel’s rejection (just as their entry into the Promised land was postponed 40 years because of unbelief). These two sets of 7 years concerning Israel are prefigured in Typology by the two periods of 7 years Jacob had to work for a wife and by Joseph’s 7 years of plenty and famine: *The 7 years of prosperity came first, but Israel did not come to Joseph (Jesus) in that time. The dreams show the 7 lean years that came later as eating up the 7 fat years, a perfect description of the what happened to the 70th Week of Grace being replaced (eaten) by the 7 year Tribulation. It is only in the 7 lean years that Israel comes to Joseph (Jesus) and He is revealed to them, and they find salvation through Him. 129
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*Jacob worked 7 years for His wife (Rachel), but at the close of the 7 years he did not obtain her, but another (Leah) came to Him instead. So He had to fulfil another 7 years for Rachel. When the original 7 years ran without fulfilling his purpose, he did not give up on Rachel, but instead reran the 7 years for her. He gave her another Week (of years) of work in the place of the original Week. The first 7 years were not wasted, but as far as Rachel (Israel) was concerned the first 7 years failed to achieve their purpose and so the 7 years for Rachel were run again. The original 7 years were cancelled (as if they had not run) as far as the reckoning for Rachel was concerned. His love for Rachel meant he was willing to run these 7 years again. This action of God involved both judgement and mercy: The judgement was that the Kingdom was taken from one generation of Israel and given to another, so that it was postponed. Moreover in place of 7 years of grace under Christ, Israel will have to suffer 7 years of Tribulation under antichrist (v27), which was prefigured by the 7 years of initial judgement (AD 66-73) that happened to that same generation (v26). The prophecy clearly links these two judgements together as a dual outworking of the rejection of the Messiah in v26. In the Olivet Discourse Jesus interprets Daniel’s prophecy giving more detail about these two judgements that come as a result of their rejection of Him as Messiah (Luke 21, Matthew 24). 130
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The mercy is that God is giving Israel a second chance, and by the end of the 2nd run of Daniel’s 70th Week Israel will repent and Jesus will return to save her and destroy the antichrist on the final day of this 70th Week. As He fulfilled the first set of 3 Messianic accomplishments at the close of the 70th Week in His First Coming, so He will fulfil the second set of three Messianic accomplishments at the close of the 70th Week in His Second Coming. Therefore Israel’s rejection of Christ resulted in a delay, but not a denial of her final Salvation and Kingdom. Thus v24 will be perfectly fulfilled at the end of the 70th Week and the detailed way this is accomplished is developed in v25-27. The prophecy describes Christ’s Coming, His Death, and His rejection by Israel resulting in judgement upon her instead of her receiving the promised Kingdom (v25,26). Then it describes the ultimate fulfilment of the prophecy at the close of a yet future (repeated ) 70th Week (v27), so that it will ultimately be fulfilled with Israel’s Salvation and Kingdom at the close of 70 Weeks, despite her initial unbelief. Interpretations of the 70 Weeks tend to stumble over the paradox between v24 where everything is fulfilled on time (after 70 Weeks) by the Messiah, and v26,27 where the Time of Messiah comes and goes and instead of the Kingdom being established Israel comes under judgement and the Kingdom is delayed until a future 70th Week of Tribulation has run. 131
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We have now resolved this paradox in the only possible way: The 70th Week is cancelled and repeated again after the Church Age. Whatever was not fulfilled after the first run will be fulfilled after the second run. If Daniel 9:24 stood alone it would be a failed prophecy, but combined with v25-27 we see how it is being perfectly fulfilled, for even the delay and replay of the 70 Week due to Israel’s unbelief is anticipated in the prophecy. When v2527 is allowed to interpret v24, we see that Messiah will fulfil the prophecy in 2 stages, the Salvation stage and the Kingdom stage, the Sufferings and the Glory, and indeed this dual outworking of God’s Plan is a general characteristic of Messianic Prophecy. This interpretation accounts for all the aspects of the prophecy: *It resolves the paradox showing how the Kingdom is established after 70 Weeks without dividing the 70th Week off from the 69 Weeks (this is where other dispensational interpretations fail). *The 70 Weeks are seen to run as a unit. All the Messianic achievements are linked to the end of the 70th Week (v24), and are by nature Jubilee events happening on a Great Jubilee. *The Complexity of the prophecy is due to the fact that God had predetermined a definite period of time to fulfil His purposes for Israel, but that she rejected the Messiah when He came at the close of that time, and God, who knew all this in advance (as revealed by this prophecy), had prepared His response, which was to discipline Israel and give her a 2nd chance later in such a way, that it would 132
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ultimately be fulfilled in the original predetermined time-period for Israel. Within this prophecy is hidden the Mystery of the ChurchAge during which time Israel’s clock is stopped. *Messiah is initially seen in His First Coming as the Prince, not the King (v25). The time of Messiah is defined as starting after the 69th Week and therefore it occupies the 70th Week. He is said to be cut off (killed) after the 69th Week (v26). Why does it not say ‘during the 70th Week’? Because as far as Israel was concerned that 70th Week would be cancelled (blotted out) and rerun again as the future Tribulation (v27). *The judgements on Israel (past and future) are explained in terms of Israel’s unbelief concerning her Messiah. The Tribulation is the rerun of Daniel’s 70th Week. Israel’s suffering under the antichrist is the result of her rejection of the Christ. Yet He has not rejected her and will save her from antichrist at the end. Overall in this prophecy, God reveals His Sovereignty by declaring His Purposes for Israel and the very Timing of their fulfilment, as well as anticipating and describing every obstacle, and then showing how He will fulfil His purpose anyway and in the time-frame He allotted for Israel in the 1st place. *Since the prophecy defines the Tribulation as the Repetition of the original 70th Week (the Time of Messiah), we can account for the timing of the Tribulation. Not only does it explain why it must be 7 years, but why it must be divided into 2 halves of 3.5 years (see 133
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v27, and other references in Daniel and Revelation to 1260 days, 42 months, etc). In the 7 years of Grace, the first half of 3.5 years (April AD 26 October 29) was the preparatory ministry of John the Baptist in the spirit and place of Elijah. In the rerun Israel again have a preparatory ministry, this time of Elijah himself (as one of the 2 witnesses), possibly countered by the false-prophet. It is impossible to understand the scriptures relating John and Elijah if the cancellation and rerun of the 70th Week is not understood. God promised to send Elijah to Israel just before Messiah set up His Kingdom, but knowing Israel would reject it and that it would not be established at the First Coming, He held Elijah back, and sent John in Elijah’s place to fulfil His ministry. Instead Moses and Elijah were present on earth to witness the key events of His First Coming (they appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration and afterwards also as 2 men in white). This qualifies them to be the 2 witnesses of Revelation 11 for they will be able to give eyewitness testimony to Israel concerning Christ’s First Coming. Therefore Elijah will come to Israel just before the 2nd Coming to fulfil His prophesied ministry to Israel. In the rerun of the 70th Week, he must fulfil a parallel ministry to John’s ministry in the original 70th Week, calling people to faith in Christ. In particular his ministry must run for the first half of the Week (3.5 years) and that is exactly what we read in Revelation 11. 134
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In the 7 years of Grace, the events of the 70th Week come to their climax in second half of 3.5 years (October 29 - April 33) which was the ministry of Jesus Christ himself. This explains why His Ministry was 3.5 years. Likewise in the 7 years of the Tribulation, the events of the re-run 70th Week come to their climax in the second half of the Week, but instead of the 3.5 years of grace under Christ, they must suffer 3.5 years of Great Tribulation under the antichrist (because they rejected Christ). This is why Daniel 9:27 clearly divides the final 70th Week into 2 halves, with the 2nd half much worse for Israel than the first half, with it being dominated by the antichrist. Moreover in Daniel 9:27, the first half is characterised by the Jews having their Temple, where the prophetic ministry of Moses and Elijah is based for 3.5 years (Revelation 11). *So in both runs of the 70th Week, as far as Israel is concerned, the first half is dominated by the prophetic Elijah ministry, and the second half is dominated by the anointed one (either the Christ, anointed by God as the fulfilment of His purposes, or the antichrist, anointed by satan as the fulfilment of his purposes). *Both 70 Weeks close with a climactic Messianic manifestation on the final day of the 490 years (the Great and Manifest Day of the Lord). The first 70th Week closed with the Resurrection of Christ from the dead. The 2nd 70th Week will close with the 2nd Coming of Christ in power and glory to save Israel, destroy the antichrist, and establish His Kingdom on earth. 135
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*Moreover both of these Great Days of the Lord’s Manifestation will be heralded by the same signs in the heavens during the two days immediately beforehand: “The sun will turn to darkness and the moon to blood before the Great and Terrible (Manifest) Day of the Lord” (Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20). On the day of the Cross there was the supernatural sign of the sun turning to darkness and the natural sign of the moon turning to blood (there was a lunar eclipse on April 1st AD 33), just before the Day of His glorious resurrection. Likewise just before the 2nd Coming the moon will turn to blood (lunar eclipse) and the sun will be supernaturally darkened (Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20, Matthew 24:29,30, Revelation 6:12). *Moreover both have exactly the same number of days (2555). John started his ministry at the opening of the 70th Week, Nisan 1st or April 5th AD 26. The 70th week ended on the day of the resurrection April 3rd AD 33 (7 solar years). We have seen that this is the same number of days of the Tribulation revealed by Daniel and Revelation (1260+34+1260+1=2555). Moreover both 70th Weeks have a 40 day Epilogue (Acts1:3, Daniel 12:12). Thus we see a perfect parallelism between the initial Time (7 years) of Messiah and the 7 year Tribulation, confirming their connection as both being Daniel’s 70th Week, one being the rerun of the other.
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Appendix 3 - What happened in 1933? October 10th AD 33, national Israel was (spiritually) cut off from her place of favour (because of her rejection of Christ) and the Gentiles were grafted-in, in her place: “if some of the (natural) branches were broken off (unbelieving Israel), and you (the Gentiles), being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree (the place of favour and anointing)” (Romans 11:17). This meant that meanwhile, God’s blessing, favour and anointing came upon the Gentiles for their salvation (they were grafted into God’s goodness, although only those who believed actually received the flow of God’s life into themselves). As a result, the Church became mostly Gentile. According to Luke 13:6-9, this happened 6 months after the Cross (marked in Acts 7 by Stephen’s speech and martyrdom). Moreover, this scripture shows that as a result of this cutting off, Israel would lose her national life and place in the land. Now, when Israel fell into idolatry, God removed her dominion (rulership in the land) and gave it to the Gentiles, and thus the Times of the Gentiles began (607-588 BC). Israel even had to leave the land for 70 years under Babylon, but she was still God’s anointed witness. However when she rejected Christ her situation worsened because she was also cut off spiritually, 137
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which resulted in her also losing the land on a more permanent basis and on top of that, the Gentiles were grafted into her place of favour. In other words, this spiritual judgement on Israel led to the Times of Gentile Dominion going into a more intense phase. This increased the Gentile dominion over Israel, and the Gentile right of occupation of the land. Thus, within the Times of the Gentiles, there is a period when Gentile dominion over Israel intensified as a judgement on her sin of rejecting Christ. Since this time of Gentile favour was a period within the Times of the Gentiles, this was just a temporary situation, and we would expect a reversal of this before the close of the Times of the Gentiles, as God started to restore Israel. In fact, the apostle Paul goes on to warn the Gentiles that they, like Israel, will also be spiritually cut off from their place of favour, if they are found in pride and unbelief: “(you Gentiles) do not boast against the branches (Israel). But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in." Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches (Israel), He may not spare you either (God will judge the Gentiles the same way). Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell (Israel), severity; but toward you (Gentile nations), goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also 138
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(the Gentiles) will be cut off ! (as Israel was in AD 33)” (v18-22). Here Paul prophesies a judgement that would come upon the Gentile nations (not upon individuals) before the end of the age. This cutting off will open the way for the necessary reduction of the Gentile dominion over Israel, as the Times of the Gentiles come to a close, preparing the way for Israel to be restored to the land, and then later to be spiritually grafted back into her rightful place of favour as God’s representative, with her judicial spiritual blindness then being lifted from her (v23,24). The latter will happen when the fullness or full harvest of Gentiles has come in at the Rapture of the Church (v25a). Thus transfer of anointing back to Israel will be manifested by the conversion and anointing of the 144,000 Jewish Evangelists at the start of the Tribulation, and will ultimately lead to her full salvation by the end of the Tribulation, for: “All Israel will be saved” (v26). Although Israel has not yet been grafted back in, God has established her as a nation and protected her. (However she will continue to experience great troubles while she abides in unbelief concerning her Messiah). This indicates that the Gentile nations have already been cut-off (as Paul had warned) and that this must have happened before 1948. In fact it was in 1933 as we shall see. When Israel was spiritually cut off in AD 33 she lost the right to be in the land (Luke 13:7), as well as having already lost her dominion (self-rule). God’s hand of protection was removed and 139
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forces were set in motion for her to be removed from the land. Likewise, when the Gentiles were cut off in 1933, they also lost the right to be in the land instead of Israel. So, this was a necessary step towards Israel’s restoration to nationhood in the land. God’s hand came off the Gentiles, and His hand of blessing came upon Israel to restore her to the land. Thus, forces were set in motion for Israel’s restoration to the land. In AD 33-73, there was a spiritual judgement by God (in AD 33) followed by a progressive outward manifestation, so that within 40 years Jerusalem was destroyed and Israel was expelled from the land by the Romans. The same kind of thing happened in 1933-73, but this time to reverse what happened 1900 years before. In AD 33, Jesus acted out upon a Fig-Tree the coming judgement on Israel. (1) He cursed it spiritually at its roots, which (2) resulted in its progressive outward withering. Also the Fig-Tree in Luke 13 (representing Israel) was: (1) cut down in AD 33, and (2) finally removed from the land in AD 73. Likewise 1,900 years later, (1) God cut off the Gentiles in 1933, and (2) this was soon outwardly manifested beyond doubt with the rebirth of Israel (1948), the recapture of Jerusalem (1967) and its confirmation in the Yom-Kippur War (1973). So we see that there is a period of 40 years of Israel’s restoration (1933-73) after the Gentile cutting off, parallel to the 40 years (AD 33-73) 140
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of decline after Israel was cut off, exactly 1900 years before. This correspondence confirms we have entered the last days of the age. Why is there a 1,900 year time difference between the cutting off of Israel (in AD 33), and the cutting off of the Gentiles in 1933? God had marked out four Great Jubilee (Redemption) Cycles of 490 years for Israel: 1. Abraham’s birth to the Exodus. 2. The Exodus to Solomon’s Temple 3. Solomon’s Temple to the Decree to Rebuild Jerusalem 4. Daniel’s 70 Weeks (490 years) to Messiah (AD 33). When the Messiah was rejected, instead of receiving the Kingdom, Israel (because of her unbelief) was cut off at the end of the final 490 years, and the Gentiles were grafted in. They were also given 4 Cycles of 490 (lunar) years (making 1960 lunar years) of favour (from AD 33-1933). Now 1960 lunar years of 354 days is almost exactly 1,900 solar years. At the end of this time (1933), when the Gentile nations were found in unbelief, they too were cut off according to the prophetic warning of Romans 11:22. Therefore 1933 marked a key spiritual moment in the progress of the end-times. The believers God used to mark this event were shown (200 days in advance) the date of June 12th, 1933, but they were not sure what would happen apart from the fact that God had given them Romans 11:22, that the Gentiles would be cut off. They were able to widely publicise this warning in the papers. 141



THE SEVEN TIMES OF THE GENTILES



On that very day the first World Monetary and Economic Conference opened in London when all the nations of the world came together for the first time since the Tower of Babel to solve the economic problems of the world (it was the time of the Great Depression from 1929). 66 nations were represented and the number of delegates at the opening dinner was 600. In the opening speeches the nations united in a deliberate choice to not acknowledge God or ask for His help, and talked instead of man’s ability to unite to solve his problems (this is now normal practice of course). Thus they showed that the Gentile nations had not continued in the goodness of God and were ripe for the cutting off that Paul had warned of in Romans 11:22. God spoke to these watching believers saying: “the Gentiles are now cut off.” The Conference ended in failure, but this manifestation of the Tower of Babel (man’s attempt to create a united one-world system, organised independently from God) was the occasion God used to cut off the Gentiles. Thus Romans 11:22 was fulfilled as the Gentile nations continued their godless agenda to rebuild the Tower of Babel (a One-World Order) that will come to its fullness in the Tribulation, before being judged by God as He did before. The result of this cutting off was that God’s hand of protection and blessing was lifted. Hitler was established in power later that year (November) which led to the Second World War which started 6 years later, and the formation of the United Nations, all of which in 142
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turn helped prepare the way for the rebirth of Israel in 1948 (helped by the Holocaust and the transformation of the international scene). Having rejected God the nations were released to follow a godless path that will reach its climax in the Tribulation with a one-world government, religion and economy (as in the Tower of Babel). Later these same believers discovered that this date in 1933 (June 12th) was, to the very day, exactly at the end of the 4 x 490 years (of 354 days each) from the day Israel was cut off in AD 33 (which we have previously established as October 10th). They then realised that God had measured out 4 Great Jubilee Cycles (4x490 years = 1960 years of 354-days) for Gentile Favour, and when the Gentiles were found in rebellion at the end of them they were cut off, just as Israel was cut off at the the end of her 4 Great Jubilee Cycles from Abraham (Daniel’s 70 Weeks being the 4th of these 490-year Cycles). These events all confirm that God had indeed cut the Gentile Nations off on June 12th 1933. This was a judgement on the Gentiles or Gentile Nations as a whole, rather than on individuals. It allowed things to move toward their state in the Tribulation. Firstly, satan desires to bring about a One-World Order under antichrist (the final form of Babylon). God is allowing evil to grow to maturity to fullness so that He may judge it. (God’s wrath often works by giving men or nations over to their stubborn choices to go their own way and they will have to face the consequences of that). Therefore, God’s hand of restraint came off the Gentile nations, 143
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allowing them to move their plans forward for a One-World Order. It also resulted in the release of the forces to bring about a revived Roman-Empire, and eventually the One-World Government of the Tribulation. But this release of evil also results in much suffering (such as World-War and the other ‘pains’ that anticipate the full ‘birth-pains’ of the Tribulation, described by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse, which also characterise this present time). Secondly, God’s hand of blessing could now also come on Israel to restore her to her land and for her to be re-established as a nation, in preparation for the Tribulation. Israel is now in the land, but is still in unbelief, and awaiting her full spiritual restoration, which is necessary for the Millennial Kingdom to be established. Only then will she be fully and permanently restored, enjoying the complete fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant. She is presently only in possession of the land by the mercy of God, for she is not fulfilling the covenant requirements for her restoration (repentance and faith in the Messiah). God has brought Israel back to the land in the time just before the Tribulation, because of His purpose to deal with her there and to save her through the Tribulation (when she calls upon the Name of Jesus), and then to establish His Kingdom. The present time is ‘the last-days’ of the Church-Age. Jesus, in the Olivet Discourse, indicates that it is a special, well-defined time, immediately before the Tribulation, that is no more than a man’s lifetime. We have seen that the events of 1914, 1933, 1948 and 1967 establish with certainty that we are indeed in this ‘end-time’. 144
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Since the Gentile nations were cut off in 1933, we have been in a special period of grace that closes the Church-Age, whose purpose is to complete the Gentile harvest (‘the fullness of the Gentiles’), and to make preparation (set the stage) for the Tribulation to begin. Both Israel and the Gentiles are now cut off. However, the true Church remains grafted in as God’s representatives and witnesses. When the Church is raptured, the final restraint preventing evil’s full manifestation, will be removed. With the Church gone, Israel will be grafted in again spiritually as God’s anointed nation. But 7 more Times of dominion are given to the Gentiles. Thus, God will have established the same conditions for the Tribulation as previously existed in the 7 Years of Messiah (AD 26-33): Israel is the favoured (anointed) nation, she is in the land, but under the discipline of being under Gentile domination. This is necessary, because these last 7 years are the rerun of the 7 cancelled years of Messiah. Israel is to be given a second chance to receive her Messiah. The 7 years of grace under Christ are replaced by 7 years of Tribulation under antichrist, but this time Israel will be saved! We live in the End of the Church-Age. Although the nations have been cut off from their place of favour, God’s purpose is still to gather in a great harvest of souls from the nations, both Jew and Gentile, through the preaching of the Gospel. Although the Times of the Gentiles are finished as well as the time of special favour to the Gentiles, salvation is still for all. It is now the time to bring in the fullness (completion) of the Church-Age harvest (Romans 11:25) 145
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Appendix 4 - The precise calculation of the 7 TIMES This is for those who want to check the calculation of the 7 TIMES ending on May 13th 1948 and June 12th 1967, predicting to the very day the ending of the Times of the Gentile Dominion over Israel. Thus right on time on May 14th Israel was reborn as an independent nation, and in June 1967 she regained dominion over her divinely ordained capital, the original Old City of Jerusalem! 1. First of all the initial dates have to be established which I will do in a more general book on Bible Chronology. Having established the starting years of 607 BC and 588 BC, the next step is to realise that the official years of the kings of Judah start in Tishri (the 7th month of their sacred calendar corresponding to our SeptemberOctober). It is interesting that today the Jews celebrate their newyear (Rosh-HaShanah) on 1st Tishri. Therefore the logical starting point is 1st Tishri in each year. Now each new month starts at the time of the observed New Moon. Since Jewish days begin at sunset the month starts on the evening when the moon becomes visible. The lunar tables (see the NASA tables at the end of this Appendix) give us the dates of the astronomical New Moon, remembering that the observed New Moon is 2 or 3 days after the astronomical New Moon (it needs to be at least 30 hours old at 6pm for it to be observable that evening). Please note that the tables give the Julian (not the Gregorian) dates, and that for years before Christ you must make a one year adjustment (e.g: Year -606 = 607 BC). 146
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Thus for example the Tishri astronomical New Moon in 607 BC is September 27th (Julian) 13.45 GMT (or about 16.00 Jerusalem time). This is equivalent to September 20th (Gregorian Calendar). Therefore Tishri 1 was September 23rd (actually since Jewish days start at sunset, Tishri 1 actually started at 6pm of September 22nd). 2. The type of year used to measure the 7 TIMES or 2520 years also needs to be established.



I believe the logical choice would be



the ancient Babylonian year based on the Time of 360 days. However in order to keep it in step with the seasons (as it is a solar year) an extra 30 day month was added about every 6 years. More precisely 7 months were added every 40 years. The reader can verify that over 40 years and any multiple of 40 years (such as 2520) this gives an average year length of 365.25 days (the same as the Julian year used by the Romans at the time of Christ). 3. Then we need to know the exact time in days of the Life of Christ from His Birth in October 12th 2 BC (Tabernacles) to His Ascension on May 13th AD 33, because this period is not to reckoned as part of the Times of the Gentiles (= 12,268 days). 4. With this information you will be able to verify that the SEVEN TIMES of the Gentiles measured in Babylonian years from 1st Tishri 607 BC, omitting the Life of Christ, came to an end on May 13th 1948. This opened the way for the Rebirth of Israel as a nation the next day on May 14th 1948, showing that the Seven Times of the Gentiles had truly ended. 147
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Likewise, the 7 TIMES of the Gentiles measured from Tishri 1st 588 BC, omitting the Life of Christ, came to an end on June 12th 1967 (exactly 34 years after the cutting off of the Gentiles in 1933!) The Old City of Jerusalem was captured early on in the 6 Day War which started on June 5th 1967. Although the man action was over by June 10th, the last action of the war took place on June 12th. With the War successfully over, Jerusalem (the Old City) then came permanently and officially under the control of Israel. Thus we see that once the period of 7 TIMES was completed, Israel regained full dominion over her holy capital city Jerusalem. According to our key text, the prophetic words of Jesus in Luke 21:24, this event marked the end of the Times of the Gentiles. I leave you with the pleasure of actually doing the calculation if you are that way inclined. There are various calendric tools online which will make the task less painful! The NASA Tables overleaf will help you verify the chronology of the Life of Christ and the satrt of the Times of the Gentiles (see page 34 for the website). Glory to God in the Highest who sovereignly rules over the nations and the affairs of men. He surely will fulfil His purposes for the Church and for Israel in His perfect timing. His Word is true and trustworthy for everything He says will come to pass. His prophetic scriptures will all be fulfilled accurately, just as we have seen demonstrated in His typological prophecy of the 7 Times!
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THE 7 TIMES OF THE GENTILES “They (Israel) will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES are fulfilled” (JESUS CHRIST, in Luke 21:24). Discover all about the Times of the Gentiles and how they have been fulfilled in our time, proving that we are now living very near the close of the Church-Age. Find out how God measured these Times of the Gentile Dominion over Israel as 7 TIMES, providing a perfect prediction of the timing of the Rebirth of Israel in May 1948 and of the Recapture of Jerusalem in 1967. This will reveal to you the Sovereignty of the King of Ages and God of Nations.
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