






[image: PDFHALL.COM]






Menu





	 maison
	 Ajouter le document
	 Signe
	 Créer un compte







































5 Ros and Guil combine their efforts

GUIL: You and I, Alfred---we could create a dramatic precedent here. And ALFRED, who has been near tears, starts to sniffle. Come, come, Alfred, this is no way ... 
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1 Ros’s first intervention • ROS: What is your line? • PLAYER: Tragedy, sir. Deaths and disclosures, universal and particular, denouements both unexpected and inexorable, transvestite melodrama on all levels including the suggestive. • .... • PLAYER (giving up): There's one born every minute. (To TRAGEDIANS:) On-ward! The TRAGEDIANS Start to resume their burdens and their Journey. GUIL stirs himself at last. •



2 Guil’s first intervention • • • •



GUIL: Where are you going? PLAYER: Ha-alt! They halt and turn. Home, sir. ... PLAYER (acknowledging the description with a sweep of his he bowing; sadly): You should have caught us in better times. We were purists then. (Straightens up.) On-ward. The PLAYERS make to leave.



3 Ros’s second intervention • ROS (his voice has changed; he has caught on): Excuse me! • PLAYER: Ha-alt! They halt. ... • ROS: Filth! Disgusting---I'll report you to the authorities---perverts! I know your game all right, it's all filth! The PLAYERS are about to leave. GUIL has remained detached.



4 Guil’s second intervention • GUIL (casually): Do you like a bet? The TRAGEDIANS turn and look interested. The PLAYER comes forward. • ... • GUIL: You and I, Alfred---we could create a dramatic precedent here. And ALFRED, who has been near tears, starts to sniffle. Come, come, Alfred, this is no way to fill the theatres of Europe. The PLAYER has moved down, GUIL cuts him oft again. (Viciously.) Do you know any good plays? to remonstrate with ALFRED. • PLAYER: Plays?



5 Ros and Guil combine their efforts • ROS (Coming forward, faltering Shyly): Exhibitions... • GUIL: I thought you said you were actors. • ... • ROS: One of your--- tableaux? • PLAYER: No, sir. • ROS: Oh.



ideas



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •



1) Players trying to play Ros and Guil play for a performance Negociating the price: money / “Spontaneously” lowering the price: desperate Out of job 2) Pathetic and pitiful version of the actors seen in Hamlet Guil understands that they are actually selling themselves /prostitution indecent proposal / grotesque / burlesque Guil is angry and disappointed / he expected something adventurous, not something trivial and vulgar 3) Ros is naïve, does not understand A lot remains unsaid: wordplay / Double entendre /A parody of the theater Exhibition 4) Reenactment of the beginning: the betting scene Tossing coins Inversion of roles: Ros wins The players are held to ridicule. Victimized / Ros takes his anger out on the actors 5) Alfred: innocent, takes no part in the negociation / All the rest are vicious As if they were auditioning Thematic content: Discussing tragedy Then actors forming a tableau Guil and Ros expose the limits of the actors’ competence. They cannot play the classics



PLAN • exhibition, display and exposure • plays and games • the central symbol of the coin



• out of job • the current theatrical fashion : plays performed by young actors • another type of exhibition or public display • peep show or pornographic spectacle • debunking the dignity of the actor’s employment



• Satire : degrading the dignity of the original text, of drama as a genre into something trivial and vulgar • a street hawker or peddler • using oblique insinuations • “we could give you a tumble if that’s your taste”. • “possibility of being caught in the action”



• distinction between an “audience” and “voyeurs” • Rosencrantz does not seem to get the meaning. • explicit comments on the theater itself, a revelation of the obscenity of showing • the meaning of the “play” shifts • “Acting”: ambivalent • Fate : the coin will always land heads • taking revenge on the players for disappointing him.



• GUIL (shaking with rage and fright) It could have been – it didn’t have to be obscene... It could have been – a bird out of season, dropping brightfeathered on my shoulder... It could have been a tongueless dwarf standing by the road to point the way... I was prepared. But it’s this, isn’t it? No enigma, no dignity, nothing classical, portentous, only this – a comic pornographer and a rabble of prostitutes... • omen • Guildenstern is looking for a decent play in which to act, some role that would impart meaning to his life. • Alfred : another victim • incessant play on the words play and game : sexual innuendos



• “It doesn’t take much to make a jingle, even a single coin has music in it”. • “For some of us it is performance, for others, patronage. They are two sides of the same coin, or, let us say, being as there are so many of us, the same side of two coins. (Bows again.) Don’t clap too loudly – it’s a very old world.” • Coins are two sided, • “we do on stage the things that are supposed to happen off”. • Their story is the other side of the coin, the reverse side. • “dramas which are flip sides of each other”. • Ros and Guil :“two sides of the same coin”.



• the two protagonists complete each other’s sentences or repeat what the other has said. • “I’m only good in support”. • binary pattern



Binary thought even AND odd, exhibition AND play, playing a role AND playing a game, etc.



a logic of permutation rebounding on words, inverting phrases



• Characters rebound on words, invert phrases • the protagonists incessantly take sides, change sides. • “GUIL: Good. Year of your birth. Double it. Even numbers I win, odd numbers I lose. Silence.” An awful sigh as the TRAGEDIANS realize that any number doubled is even. Then a terrible row as they object. Then a terrible silence. • mere puppets, manipulated, acting in an automatic way • Alfred caught between contradictory imperatives, helpless



• Characters rebound on words, invert phrases • the protagonists incessantly take sides, change sides. • “GUIL: Good. Year of your birth. Double it. Even numbers I win, odd numbers I lose. Silence.” An awful sigh as the TRAGEDIANS realize that any number doubled is even. Then a terrible row as they object. Then a terrible silence. • mere puppets, manipulated, acting in an automatic way • Alfred caught between contradictory imperatives, helpless
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