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49. International Session of the European Youth Parliament in Basel, July 2005 Press Release



Press Release for the 49th session of the European Youth Parliament in Basel 2005, July 4th 2005



Basel will become the focus of European youth politics In a little more than two weeks it will be a reality: About 250 young people from over 30 European countries will gather in Basel for the 49th session of the European Youth Parliament (EYP), the Swiss International Session 2005 (SIS 05). From the 22nd to 31st July these young people will get to know each other, brood over resolutions and will defend them in front of the plenum. New and visionary answers to current questions of our time shall be set out by the sessions end. Basel. «Breaking with Tradition – new ways for a changing world»: Traditions shall be broken and new paths shall be trod, in order to find answers to questions of our time. The relevance of this subject is clear. It seems, as if, with a traditional way of thinking, our society can’t find solutions to problems like the economical development and the mass unemployment, the youth criminality and youth culture or the embryo and genetic research. Genetic research for example, stands between the poles of ethics and innovation, making it hard to find a consensus. Hopes lie in the youth. It is the young people, who have grown up with discussions of this and similar subjects and could cultivate, independent of previous notions, a personal opinion. The delegates of SIS 05 are called upon to bring in their own points of view and apply them to work on the resolutions in the 15 committees, and to develop new ways to resolve current problems. Second session in Switzerland Following the session in Berne in 2000, this is only the second time an international session of the European Youth Parliament will have taken place in Switzerland. SIS 05 would like to extend the great success of the first Swiss session. The general conditions for the project are much different than those of five years ago: Although it has been difficult to find sponsors and patrons, the organisers have made every effort in organising a unique event for all participants. The course of a session The young people will spend their first few days on the Feldberg in the Black Forest. There, they will get to know the other members of their committees and will be guided by professional team builders in developing team spirit. During the Euro village event on Sunday evening, the delegates will give other session participants an insight into the culture of their countries, presenting specialities of their nations. The big day follows on Monday, in Basel’s city hall. The session will be officially opened in the presence of guests from the fields of economics and politics. Following this ceremony, the committees have until Wednesday to elaborate their resolutions, after which they will be presented to the plenum on Friday and Saturday in the Novartis-Auditorium St. Johann. In the end, the resolutions that are passed in the plenum will be handed over to representatives of the EU, the European Parliament and the Council of Europe. The organisation of the session To prepare for such a session, the organisation SIS 05 was established more than two years ago. The core team of this organisation consists of four former EYP-delegates. Melanie Raouzeos and Céline Baumgartner (Operations), Samuel Sieber (Communications) and Men Keller (Finance and Sponsoring) form the project team. Their aim is to allow the delegates the same unique and forming experiences they were able to enjoy during past sessions. You will find more information under www.basel05.ch. For questions, Samuel Sieber, Head of Media and Communication, will be glad to be of your disposal. Tel: Email:
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